
In the last issue we dealt with the
origins of Ennis and found out a
little about some of its people and
its streets and lanes. We will
continue now from where we left
off at O'Connell Square turning
down into Parnell Street, Lysaghts
Lane runs from Mulqueens Bakery
into the car park.

Two plaques on the wall here
remind us of the trials and tribul-
ations of the Catholics during the
Penal laws. One is in Irish and when
translated reads - "Say a prayer for
the souls of the poor brothers, who
carried out the work of the Priests in
this place, where they found refuge,
during the times of the penal laws".
The second plaque in English reads
"In Penal times the Franciscian
Friars found refuge in this house and
exercised the Sacred Ministry here".

the Ennis Community Centre. It was
a small barn style church built of
rubble limestone. The side door has
an interesting stone arch and is very
similar to the arch at Brogans Bar in
O'Connell street.

There are three plaques on the
front near the main door. On the
lintel over the door is a latin inscrip-
tion with the date 1775. Another
plaque reads "This Cha school
erected by the donation of the Rt.
Rev. Dr. M.P. McMahon 179 1" the
earliest plaque reads "1735 J.M.P.P."
and"J.S.V.P."

The Church was in use until the
present Pro-Cathedral was built. As
the old church did not meet the
requirements of the town with a large
and ever increasing Catholic comm-
unity, it was decided,in 1831, to
build a new Church away from the

bacli streets ancl I:rnes. ancl in a
pronrinent pl:rce for :rl1 to see. 'lhls
shon's rhe clr:rsric' ch:urges that r.vere
taking place uten Catholic Emancip-
:ition \\'as grantecl a year or so
earlier. O'Conneli had been elected as
a mernber lor Clare in 1B2B and it
was his zeal and courage that
pressed for and rvon Emancipation
for Catholics. But it is r,ve11 to
remember the many historic assoc-
iations r,vhich this old church had. to
quote from an article by the late Fr.
Dan O'Dea "there O'Conne1l. O'Gor-
man-Mahon and Steel heard Mass.
ancl here, during the progress of lhe
Clare Election. those leaders took
council with the prlests ancl the
Iiieze-coated farmers of Clare".

Another interesting story might be
related here about the notorious
duellist "Fireball" McNamara. Part of
the penal laws preventecl the bell
being rung at Catholic Churches.
This was greatl1. resented by the
people and Fireball", a noted champ-

ion of civil liberties and a staunch
protestant, paraded outside the
church in Chapel Lane with his
pistol which he cplled "bas gan
sagart' (death withi)h priesl). and

clellecl tl.re authorities to come and
stop the beil being rung. 'lhe chall-
enqe \\'as not nret and the pislol tvas
returnecl to l-ris pocket.

Goirrg back to Parneil Street again
:rnc1 r-rp to the Miil street end. we
nreet a house across the road rvhich
\\::rs connected rvith the famous
Circus Clou,n Johnnl, Patterson. The
building in question is Michael
Guerin's Grocery shop. A sign over
the door gi\res a few lines oI the song
"The stone outside Dan Murphy's
door". The house was indeed the
home of Dan Murphy. The famous
stone o1' rvhich there rvere manv on
corner houses to prevent horse-carts
from chipping awery the l,valls as thev

In 1760 one or two friars were
secretly saying mass in this little
house in Lysaghts Lane. It is prob-
ably to this period that we associate
the story of the Friar in Ennis being
pursued by some English soldiers
and "made away from Ennis on
horseback. They got to Kilnaboy, four
miles east of Kilfenora and stopped
at Curtiss forge. Curtiss changed the
shoes of the horse, putting them on
backwards, and so the priest made
his escape. As a reward the friar put
a cure for warts on the anvil. It is
handed down to the present smith".

The next laneway off Parnell street
is Chapel Lane. The first house on
the right, which used to be a shop
called McParlands,.is another one of
Ennis' very old houses and dates to
around 1600-1650. It has a diagon-
ally-set, Elizabethan style chimney
stack. Further up the lane we corne
to the old Catholic Church (from
which Chapel Lane gets its name).
The building is now converted into
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turned or passed by, is no longer
there. It was used in 1928 as fitling
when Carmody Street was being
resurfaced. It was a great meeting
place as was evidence by the works
of the song "The stone outside Dan
Murphy's Door", which was one of
many songs written by Johnny
Patterson.

Perhaps a few words about
Johnny Patterson's, short, eventful
and tragic life might not go amiss
here.

Johnny was born in his father's
roadside forge in Kilbarran, Feakle
around 1840. Both of his parents
died before he reached 3 years of age.
His brothers and sisters were sent to
relatives and Johnny was sent to his
uncle in Ennis who was a Nailer
(Blacksmith) and served his apprent-
iceship to his uncle and lived with
him at Simms Lane which is the lane
behind "Dan Murphy" house. How-
ever he showed more interest in
music than in the blacksmith trade
and his uncle enrolled him in the
army at the age of 14 as a drummer
boy. By the time he was 19 and had
his army term served, he was able to
play, Drums, Piccolo, Harp and
Pipes. When Swallows travelling
circus visited Ennis Johnny signed
up for 2 years as a clown. He could
sing, tell jokes and play music and
was found to be able to entertain his
audiences better than any clown. His
circus life was long and varied and
he travelled Europe, America and
Australia during the next 10 years.
He became a very famous Irish
Clown. His songs such as, Good Bye
Johnny Dear, Bridget Donoghue, the
Garden where the Praties Grow, the
Hat my Father wore, the Auld Turf
F ire and many more are still
remembered and sung today, though
many people are not aware that it
was Johnny Patterson who wrote
them. He married Selina Mickey who
was a horse trapeze artiste and had a
daughter. Both his wife and daughter
died soon after. He turned to drink
for consolation but this never
appears to have been a major prob,
lem. He also had a son, Johnny
Junior, by his marriage. Johnny
Junior also joined the circus and
worked with several companies in
England and America until his death
in Liverpool in 1950. Johnny himself
married again and continued tour-
ing. He eventually tired of all the
travelling and set up his own cirius
in Ireland but his life came to a
tragic end in Tralee in 1889 when a
riot broke out in the circus tent and
Johnny received a mortal blow to the
head. His life was commemorated
last year, as the main theme of the
Ennis Arts Festival

Turning up Mill road, towards the
"Maid of Erin" and roundabout, we
pass several of the old Carn stores
and arrive at the site of Bannant;mes
Mills. There were corn and flour mills
at both sides of the mill bridge. The
bridge has the date 1857 carved on
it. The little house which remains at
the bridge is the only vestige of the
mills which remains today.

It housed offices for the Mills. The
mills were flourishing around the
184O's, producing 30,000 barrells of
flour each year. Great numbers of
people were employed here during
the nineteenth century and their
ceasing to function led to much
unemplo5,.rnent in the town.

Records date back to 1712 when
Francis Gore, an officer in Cromwells
army (and later owner of much
property in Ennis) purchased the
mills from the Earl of Thomond. They
were subsequently bought by Messrs
Bannantyne about 1825. These mills
were, according to tradition, estab-
lished by the Franciscan Friars and
continued in operation down to the
present century and ceased to

function in the 197O's. The remains
of one of the buildings, including the
mill wheel, are all that are to be seen
today. This building was destroyed
by fire during the present decade and
the other mill and corn store across
ttre road was demolished around the
same time.

(To be continued).
MrrrtinBreen.
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