
“After nourishment, shelter, and companionship, stories are the thing we need most in the 
world.”                
             ― Philip Pullman 
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CHILDREN’S BOOK FESTIVAL 2018
Children’s Book Festival events are taking place in all fifteen 
branches of Clare County Library this October and staff are 
looking forward to welcoming children and teachers from local 
schools to visit, enjoy the events, have fun and read lots of books.

During the month children will meet some of their favourite 
authors, take part in poetry and writing workshops, design their 
own playgrounds or experience the wildlife of their own county.

Among this year’s authors, entertainers and presenters are : 
Kunak McGann, Erika McGann, Caroline Busher, Alan Nolan, 
Natasha Mac a’Bháird, Dave Rudden, Debbie Thomas, Sadhbh 
Devlin, Judi Curtin, Jacinta Curley and Wildlife Rangers 
Elaine Keegan and David Lyons.

Two special events will also take place : A Teddy Bears Hospital 
by the Medical Society of University of Limerick, and a visit from 
the Children’s National Ambulance Service’s BUMBLEance in 
the company of authors Derek Mulveen and Christine Hamill.
 

Clare County Library looks forward to welcoming teachers and 
children from schools all over the county to its network of  branches 
for Children’s Book Festival 2018. 

Full details available at www.clarelibrary.ie, tel. 065 6846350, 
and from all library branches.

NEW LIBRARY PROJECT - UPDATE
Stage 1 of the tender process was carried out via e-tenders 
through the Council’s Procurement Office on 9th August. The 
Self-Assessment Questionnaires process consisted of the  
examination of a panel of 12 contractors.

Work continues on preparation of full tender to issue at the end 
of September to those on the panel that have satisfactorily 
passed the SAQ criteria.

Artist’s impression of the new library development scheduled for construction at the site 
of the glór facility on the Causeway Link, Ennis.

CREATIVE IRELAND - CRUINNIÚ NA NÓG
A very successful “Cruinniú na nÓg” comprising 15 events in 
10 separate venues around the County took place in June.
Cruinniú aims to celebrate and encourage children and young 
people’s participation in culture and creativity. A variety of child-
centred events were programmed, all free of charge.

Some of the more successful events were St. John’s Eve 
celebrations in the Burren College of Art. Glór had a broad 
schedule of events from musical storytelling to African Dancing 
workshops to a piano music marathon. The Storyteller, Niall 
de Búrca, entertained over 250 children at his library shows 
in Shannon and Ennis. A further 100 children participated in 
interactive ‘Irish History Live’ workshops in Scariff and Killaloe 
libraries. Cultúrlann Sweeney in Kilkee entertained children 
with mask-making, art sessions and a magic show, while The 
Courthouse Gallery in Ennistymon held innovative events 
such as Junk Jewellery and Painting with Plants workshops.

The county Creative Ireland Strategies were launched in Dublin 
by Minister Ring. Members of the Clare Cultural Team attended.
The county strategies are individual to each county and set 
out the action plan for Creative Ireland activity up to 2022.
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FREE QUIT TOBACCO GROUP

Kilrush Public Library every Wednesday 
6.30pm – 7.30pm for 6 weeks
19th September to 24th October 2018

Please book at 061 483215
           ALL WELCOME

LIBRARY PODCASTS
Clare County Library produces a monthly podcast 
where we bring you library news, book reviews 
and interviews that keep you in touch with all that 
is happening in libraries throughout County Clare. 
We hope you enjoy our podcasts and welcome 
your feedback at mailbox@clarelibrary.ie.
You can subscribe to our podcast on iTunes.
See ‘Podcasts and Newsletter’ on the home page 
of the library website at www.clarelibrary.ie

RECENT CLARE INTEREST BOOKS - A SELECTION

Carmody’s Hotel Ennis by John Bradley    
Marian Avenue 1956-2017 by Ollie Byrnes
A Daughter’s Oddysey : A Memoir by Ghislaine de Regge 
The Gate Lodges of Munster : A Gazetteer by J. A. K. Dean  
Archaeological Excavations in Moneen Cave by Marion Dowd  
Women of Clare by Lucille Ellis
Drumcliff : Section B by Flan Hehir    
Living on the Wild Atlantic Way : The History of Killimer Parish  
The Cliffs of Moher & The O’Brien Legacy edited by William Laffan
Commemorating County Clare’s Republican Hunger Strikers
Figures in a Famine Landscape by Ciarán Ó Murchadha
The Annals of the Poor : Scariff Workhouse Union by Gerard Madden
Powering the Nation : Images of the Shannon Scheme by Sorcha O’Brien
Brendan O’Regan : Irish Innovator, Visionary & Peacemaker by Brian O’Connell

DECADE OF CENTENARIES LECTURE SERIES

The period from 1912 to 1922 was one of the most eventful in Ireland’s 
history. From the campaign for Home Rule, through World War One 
and the Easter Rising of 1916 to the foundation of the Free State, this 
was a decade of great change. Campaigns for social reforms - high-
lighted by the suffrage movement and the 1913 Lockout, for example - 
also went hand in hand with political events. The Decade of Centenaries 
programme aims to commemorate each step that Ireland took between 
1912 and 1922 in a tolerant, inclusive and respectful way.

Clare County Library has arranged a series of lectures to mark the year 
1918 in the Decade of Centenaries:

‘We Here Who Are About To Die: a lecture 
on the Great War’ by Joe Ó Muircheartaigh
DeValera Public Library Ennis on Tuesday, 
6 Nov at 6.30pm

‘The Great War and Clare’ by Dr. Joe Power
Kilrush Public Library on Wednesday, 7 Nov 
at 6.30pm

‘Sixmilebridge in the Great War’  by Ger Browne
Sixmilebridge Public Library on Thursday, 8 Nov. 
at 6.30pm

‘Some Clare Women in 1918 Ireland’ by Lucille Ellis
Killaloe Public Library on Friday, 9 Nov at 6.30pm

Women and the Vote in 1918 by Mary Clancy
Sean Lemass Public Library Shannon on Tuesday, 
20 Nov at 6.30pm

INSTANT IRISH WORKSHOPS

Michael McCaughan, author of Coming Home: 
One Man’s Return to the Irish Language is 
providing workshops for people who are thinking 
about coming back to the language (or tackling 
it for the first time), combining inspirational and
motivational messages about the language, how 
we lost it, and how we might get it back. 
And then, for the second part, a session which 
gives people some Irish to take away with them. 

Ennistymon Library on Friday, 28th Sept 
from 7pm-8pm
DeValera Library Ennis on Tuesday, 2nd 
October from 6.30pm-7.30pm
Kilrush Library on Wednesday, 3rd October 
from 6.30pm-7.30pm

Events are free and all are welcome.



SCARIFF - BOOK OF HAPPINESS PROJECT
Writers from East Clare and beyond enjoyed a series of 
creative writing workshops entitled ‘The Book of Happiness’ 
at Scariff Public Library this summer. The four writing work-
shops, facilitated by writer Helen Blackhurst, explored notions 
of happiness in fiction and memoir writing through the lens 
of character, plot, point of view, dialogue and endings. Using 
a range of creative writing techniques, participants were 
afforded the opportunity to generate new material for their 
own work and to add to a collective response. At the end 
of the series of workshops, Scariff Public Library hosted a 
‘Writer’s Hub’ event. This event included readings from local 
writers and those involved in The Book of Happiness project, 
discussion and debate on the practice of writing and key
issues raised during the process of exploring happiness in 
fiction and memoir writing. The ‘Book of Happiness’ project 
formed part of Clare County Library’s Creative Ireland 
programme.

Book of Happiness Workshop Hub group

DOMESTIC ABUSE BOOKS DONATION
 

Copies of the following titles have been kindly donated to 
Clare County Library by Clare Haven Horizons :

Coercive Control: How Men Entrap Women in Personal Life - 
Evan Stark

Responding to Domestic Violence - Stephanie Holt, Carolina 
Overlien, John Devaney

Domestic Abuse, Homicide and Gender: Strategies for Policy and 
Practice –J. Monckton Smith

When Dad Hurts Mom: Helping Your Children Heal the Wounds of 
Witnessing Abuse - Lundy Bancroft

Why Does He Do That? Inside the Minds of Angry and Controlling 
Men - Lundy Bancroft

Next Time, She’ll be Dead: Battering & How to Stop it - Ann Jones

Arrested Justice: Black Women, Violence, and America’s Prison 
Nation - Beth E. Richie

Clare Haven Horizons contact details:
 

PHONE ~ 087 7379813
EMAIL ~ havenhorizons@gmail.com

TWITTER ~ @havenhorizons

CLARE CHAMPION NEWSPAPER COLLECTION
The Local Studies Centre now has a complete run of 
The Clare Champion newspaper on microfilm from 
1903 through to 2006.

Hardcopy volumes of recent decades of the newspaper 
continue to be available in the reading room of the 
Centre on Harmony Row in Ennis.

Access is open to all members of the public.
To reserve a microfilm reader in advance, phone 065 
6846271 or email localstudies@clarelibrary.ie 

MEMOIR WRITING WORKSHOPS
A series of Memoir Writing Workshops continues in Shannon and Ennistymon 
libraries.

Classes run for four weeks and are facilitated by Breda Shannon. This course 
aims to equip participants with the tools and insights to explore their own 
experiences for writing. It provides an introduction to writing technique, 
story devices and theme-finding for memoir writers.

Contact Shannon library (061 364266) or Ennistymon library (065 
7071245)for further information.

This is part of 
Clare County Library’s 

Creative Ireland Programme. 

READERS DAY AT THE LIBRARY – CRIME NIGHT

As part of the Creative Ireland initiative, Clare County Library will 
set aside Friday 9th November as Readers Day at the Library. 
On this day the library will celebrate its readers current, past 
and future and express our gratitude to the public for its support. 
Throughout the day you are invited to call in to your local library 
and discover the huge amount of services that are on offer.

The day will culminate with Crime Night at the De Valera Library, 
Ennis, when crime authors, Andrea Carter, Karen Perry & Louise 
Phillips will visit the library to read from their latest works and 
answer your questions. This is a unique opportunity to get an 
insight into the workings of a crime novel and the psyche of the 
author behind it. Refreshments will be provided on the night. 
This is a free event but will be ticketed so please contact De 
Valera Library to book your ticket at 065-6846353.



Produced by Clare County Library, 
Library Headquarters, Mill Road, Ennis, Co. Clare, Ireland

Phone 065 6846350 or 065 6821616      Email: mailbox@clarelibrary.ie
WWW.CLARELIBRARY.IE

Printed in-house by Clare County Council

FROM THE ARCHIVES...   The Clare Champion 16 July 1938
Extract from the County Librarian’s annual report to the Clare Co. Library Committee for 1937-38

CARE OF BOOKS
“Each year a complaint has to be made in these reports against the lack of care exercised by a regrettably large number of  
borrowers in the handling of books, but so far, our complaints have been ineffective. It is found that some readers still 
continue to use our books for such purposes as scoring sheets for card games, household accounts, scribbling book for 
baby, bone for dog, saucer for tea-cup, stand for dripping candle.

To unthinking persons this may sound amusing, but to the Library Committee it is quite the reverse. All these injuries 
cost money, even the erasing by the staff of pencil marks is an expense in wasted time, time we can ill-afford. And, finally, rate-
payers themselves have to foot the bill of damages, for the costs come out of the book fund, already very small, and 
fewer books are bought.

We no longer warn readers of the damage they are causing books and the Library Scheme as a whole, but threaten them 
with the severest penalties we can inflict for such offences.”

Nature Journal Workshop 
at Scariff library.

Reconnecting with Celtic Trees 
at Shannon library with 

Jackie Queally

CoderDojo presentation at 
Miltown Malbay library


