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The William Frost Family History 
 

Ireland  - County Clare  
 

Thomas FROST 
Solomon FROST 

Thomas FROST – Margaret McNAMARA  

Patrick FROST – Susan CLANCY   

 
Australia – New South Wales - Queensland  

 

William FROST  (1) – Mary GALLAGHER  

William FROST (2) – Bedelia Bridget STANTON  
John Robert FROST (1) – Ellen Julia McDONNELL 

John ROBERT FROST (2) – Sarah Katherine HANSEN 

Ellen Julia FROST – Reginald David BANNISTER 
 

 

Frost Wives in Australia 
 

Bedelia Bridget STANTON MALONE:  STANTON – FARRELL 
Ellen Julia McDONNELL:  McDONNELL – WROY  

Sarah Katherine HANSEN: HANSEN – KING – NUTKINS 

 

 

 

 

 
Compiled by Barry and Edith Bannister 

ebannister@thewiredcity.net 

 
Barry and his siblings are descendants of William FROST (1) and (2), John Robert FROST (1) and (2)  

and children of daughter Ellen Julia FROST and Reginald David BANNISTER 
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Frost Family History 

Beginnings in Ireland 
 

Ireland – background  
Some of the earliest settlers of Ireland were Celts.  There were several Viking incursions during the 7th and 9th centuries.  The 
Norman invasion of Ireland took place in stages during the late 12th century and led to the Anglo-Normans conquering large 
swathes of land from the Irish. At the time, Gaelic Ireland was made up of several kingdoms, with a High King claiming lordship 
over the lesser kings. In 1172, the Pope in Rome declared that King Henry II of England had lordship over Ireland to “sort out the 
church of Ireland”.  While the Irish fought the English over the next 400 years, eventually it was Henry VIII and his Tudor 
successors who effectively dominated Ireland and many Irish lords and landowners were dispossessed of their land and forced 
to become tenants to often absent English landlords. In the 17th century, Oliver Cromwell, the ruthless English Prime Minister, 
went on a rampage through Ireland to convert the Irish Catholics to Protestantism. He burned and massacred his way through 
Ireland, leaving a wave of destruction and poverty in his wake. In a final effort to convert the Irish, the British Government 
instituted the Penal Laws in the late 1600s. These laws banned any Catholic from owning property. Although most laws were 
repealed by the 18th century, Catholics still did not get the right to vote until 1831.  Ireland finally became self-governing in 
1922 and a republic in 1949. 

 
The FROST Name 
This ancient name, spelt as both Forst and Frost, is of Anglo-Saxon origin and has the unusual distinction of being recorded as a 
surname as early as 1086 (in the Domesday Book) and of having retained its original forms ever since. The name derives from 
the Olde English pre-7th Century "frost or forst", and it is claimed was used as a nickname for one who had white hair or a white 
beard, or who was of a 'frosty' disposition. 
 

The Early Frosts  (excerpt from The Frosts of County Clare by Janet Frost) 
Records indicate that the first Frost who lived in County Clare, Ireland, in the mid 1600’s was THOMAS FROST, an English officer 
in Oliver Cromwell’s army, and part of the of occupation force in Clare.  It is recorded that soldiers in the English army in Ireland 
at that time had not been paid for eighteen months. All this supports the tradition that Thomas Frost was one of the men 
discharged as being wounded and given his arrears of pay and some land. As recorded, there was a garrison in Bunratty, so it is 
reasonable to assume that Thomas was there also.  On discharge he would have married a local girl and in so doing founded the 
Frosts of County Clare. 
 
It has also been recorded in the Moloney Pedigree that this Thomas Frost had five sons from whom all the Frosts of Clare are 
descended. No doubt there were also daughters.   
 
The Frosts were initially Protestants and as part of the English occupation were given land and then obtained more land and 
their holdings in the greater area of Sixmilebridge and Bunratty became substantial.  The sons would have married Irish women 
and over time their sentiments appear to have changed to be more sympathetic to, and aligned with the Irish cause, and joined 
in the rebellion against the English occupation and suppression.  
 
We can identify our lineage back to the patriarch, Solomon Frost, who lived in Bunratty, County Clare on the townlands of 
Feenagh and Rossmanagher.  He had at least four sons we can identify and Thomas of Feenagh is our ancestor.  He was a soldier 
in the English army and became a rebel fighting for the Irish cause. Also, the other Frosts appear to have converted to 
Catholicism over time and assimilated to become more Irish than English.   
 
The Frost families controlled more than 20 townlands and substantial acreage used primarily as grazing land. Explosive 
population growth led to mounting pressure to convert grazing land to farming, and over time this led to tension between 
graziers, including the Frosts and their tenant farmers. This escalated during the years of the great famine.  Many Frosts 
emigrated during this time, and although they held properties, the famine severely depressed the overall economy.  

mailto:ebannister@thewiredcity.net
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   County Clare, Ireland 
Home of the Frosts 
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Famine and Emigration – background (excerpt from Emigration by Naoise Cleary of Clare Heritage Centre) 

 
Emigration in great numbers from Co Clare began with the dreadful famine of 1822. To understand the background to this 
emigration, it should be noted that in 1821 the population of Co Clare was 208,089, having doubled during the previous twenty 
years. This explosion was a rural phenomenon and continued until the mid-1840s. What sustained this dense rural population? 
Since 1792 vast tracts of mountain land were reclaimed and grazing lands were tilled. People felt that the potato on which they 
subsisted could never fail. A family of six persons could be maintained on less than one acre of ground. With the rising 
population, tenants, invariably without the consent of their landlords, sublet and subdivided their farms into two or three-acre 
holdings which provided sustenance for landless sons and neighbors.  
 
The Napoleonic wars also inflated agricultural prices, which were good for landlord and tenant and provided employment for 
subtenants, cottiers and laborers.  After the peace of 1815, rural Ireland underwent a period of transition.  With the collapse of 
the war boom grain prices tumbled. Landlords were still demanding war rents after peace prices had returned. This led to 
conflict - tenants were unable to meet the demands being made on them. Many resident landlords were in dire economic 
straits. They sought a solution to their problems through consolidating the small farms into large tillage holdings or into pasture 
land for the grazing of cattle. This pushed thousands of families off the land. 
 
The disastrous famine of 1822 was especially severe in Clare. Daniel O'Connell in a letter to his wife, dated 4th May 1822 states: 
'All are actually starving in Co Clare and nearly so in Kerry. The distress is extreme and the want spreading'. Any emigration 
resulting from this famine generally ended up on Merseyside, with Irish labourers building docks, water ways, public buildings 
and factories in Lancashire and beyond. It was not long however until English economists proclaimed that the swarming of Irish 
pauper workers evicted from the land, into English factories at reduced wages, threatened the standard of living of British 
workers and so in time the English Government established a Poor law or 'workhouse' system for Ireland. 
 
After 1822 emigration to Australia was more attractive than to America since it was mainly aid-provided.  In the 1820's, quite a 
number of free settlers with capital entered Australia. They were mostly the sons of landlords, of merchant and professional 
classes. Some commissioned officers at British Army outposts such as India, sold their commissions and for the money 
purchased ranches in Australia. For £1,000 one could purchase more than 2,000 acres of good land. They needed shepherds, 
stockmen, ploughmen, artisans, miners, and they in turn came from amongst evicted tenants and others as 'indentured' 
laborers, whose passages were mostly paid for. 
 
'Improving' landlords such as Col Wyndham, offered free passage to tenants and their families to emigrate to Canada or 
Australia. Many families availed themselves of the offer; the only alternative was eviction. The poor law was enacted in 1838 
and the county was divided into Poor Law Unions each administered by a Board of Guardians. Most of the inmates were evicted 

tenants and orphans, and others left destitute, by the Great Famine. The Boards of 
Guardians discovered that it was cheaper to pay the passage to Australia for an able-
bodied inmate, than to maintain him or her in the workhouse, and very many of 
those in receipt of poor law aid availed of such offers. At that time also, there was an 
imbalance in the colony between males and females, and the governors were 
clamoring for greater female immigration. Also known as the Earl Grey scheme, the 
Poor Law Unions considered that they should lessen the burden on their finances, by 
offering free passage to Australia to orphan girl inmates between the ages 14 and 18 
years. A number of prominent citizens in Australia today are direct descendants of 
those girls.  Bedelia Bridget STANTON (STAUNTON) is one of these orphans and she 
married William Frost II. 
 
The extent of emigration from Ireland to Australia increased significantly up to 1870, 
which is reflected today in the fact that one in every three Australians has Irish roots. 
Enumeration of emigrants began in 1851. We can only speculate on the extent of 
emigration before that date. However, between 1st May 1851 and 31st March 1881, 
100,496 Clare men and women left Ireland for foreign parts and remarkably males 
led females by exactly only 100 souls. The highest year for emigration was 1851 and 

this is also the year William Frost I arrived in Sydney Australia and settled with his family in Wollongong. 
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Solomon FROST (1) (Patriarch) 
 
Parents:   FROST + unknown  
Born about 1730  
Lived in Bunratty, County Clare (Feenagh - Rossmanagher) 

1. Solomon FROST Jr. of Clonmoney 
2. James FROST of Rossmanagher (Feenagh) at least two sons –  

1. John James FROST of Cappa South 
2. Robert FROST 

3. Robert FROST of Cappa  –  had at least four sons – 
1. Robert James FROST Jr. of Cappa South 1789-28 April 1875, m. Margaret (1804-10 May 1867) Lived at The Hill.  

Buried in Bunratty Cemetery with their children 
1. Catherine FROST later m. John (the coroner) FROST. She died in 1878 
2. Ellen FROST 1846-1873 who later became the first wife of Edmond FROST.  
3. Michael FROST of Cappa who died in 1900 leaving £1602. He married Louisa (1849-1926). They had at least 2 sons 

and 2 daughters. In 1876 he owned 477 acres of land in Cappa South. 
4. James FROST of Lismoyle, died in 1878 and left £1500. Married to Anastasia DUNDON She died in 1898. They had 2 

sons and eight daughters. In 1876 he owned 274 acres of land at Lismoyle. In 1983, his grandson James FROST 
wrote that his family had lived at The Hill for generations. The family is buried in Bunratty. 

5. Bridget FROST m. Pat ENRIGHT in 1878 
2. John Robert FROST of Cappa South,  
3. Thomas Robert FROST of Newpark, and  
4. Patrick FROST m. Margaret HOGAN. 

4. Thomas FROST of Feenagh about 1760 – 1837 - known as Tommy the Croppy. 

This Solomon was likely a great 
grandson of Thomas, the soldier 
and a son or grandson of the 
Solomon Frost buried in Limerick. 
There was a tradition that the first 
child was named after the paternal 
grandfather or grandmother, and 
the second child after the maternal 
grandfather or mother. They then 
alternated until the grandparents’ 
names were used up and then used 
the names of the parents’ brothers 
and sisters.  
 
The property awarded to the first 
Thomas Frost was said to be in 
Meelick and from there the land 
holdings expanded so that over 
generations the Frost families 
occupied substantial acreage in 
more than 20 townlands in the area 
around Bunratty and Sixmilebridge, 
located north of the Shannon river between  
Newmarket-on-Fergus to the west and  
Limerick in the southeast. 
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Thomas FROST of Feenagh (Tommy the Croppy or “Wiggy”) 
 

Parents:  Solomon FROST + ?  
b. about 1760 d. 6 June 1837 
m. Margaret MCNAMARA 
 
1.  Thomas FROST Jr. of Ralahine d. 1879 in USA m. Lucy BAKER in 1839 Newmarket on Fergus, sister of Ann. 
      Children: 

1. James FROST baptized 1840 
2. Thomas FROST baptized 1842 
3. Francis FROST baptized 1843 
4. Mary FROST baptized 1845 
5. James FROST baptized 1846 
6. Patrick FROST baptized 1852 m. Margaret Mary O’BRIEN in Newmarket. Family emigrated in 1875 to USA  
7. Dora FROST baptized 1856 (twin) 
8. Bridget FROST baptized 1856 (twin)  

 
2.   William FROST of Ballymorris 1781- 3 December 1833 m. Hanoria RYAN of Co.Tipperary (1792-3 Sep 1864) 
       Both buried at Bunratty Graveyard 
       Children: 

1. James FROST of Ballymorris J.P. (Historian, author and High Sheriff) bapt 27 Jan 1820 Cratloe,  
                           17 October 1907 buried in Bunratty.  Also land agent for Lord George Quin 
                           Married Bridget MORAN of Corfin (b. 1836 d. 1 October 1885) children? 

2. John FROST (solicitor) b 1822-Feb 1896 London (owned 784 acres in 1876) m. Dora REDDAN of Tomgraney on  
November 1856 – 7 children  

3. Bridget FROST bapt 19 October 1823 Cratloe m. Michael KENNY of Freagh Castle (4 sons, 3 daughters) 
4. Mary FROST bapt 18 March 1825 
5. Patrick FROST J.P. of Castlebank (220 acres) bapt 17 March 1831 d 29 January 1890 (Wills Index) 

          Married Bedelia CUFFE  (she died 1907 in Edinburgh) 
1.  Dr. William Ernest FROST 1867-1919 M.B. ChB. Edinburgh 
2.  Dr. Alfred James FROST 1876-1970 Perth Australia 

 
3.   Solomon FROST of Rossmanagher 1784-1871 m. Anne BAKER (sister of Lucy) 
       Solomon and Anne had eleven children who survived infancy, seven sons and four daughters. He lived to the great age  
       of 87. In his will he left about £4000.  
       Children: 

1. John FROST (the coroner) of Clonmoney. 1827 – 1923. m. Catherine FROST (Kate of Cappa) 
2. Michael FROST of Rossroe  d.1886. m. Bedelia BURKE of Broadford. About 14 children. 
3. Solomon FROST Jr of Rossmanagher and Sixmilebridge. Living descendants at Drumline. 
4. Patrick FROST 1831- m. Kate MALONEY in 1853. Marriage Settlement record 
5. Mary FROST 1836- m. Dr Patrick KELLY of Cree in 1858. Marriage Settlement record 
6. Anne FROST 1838- m. John NOLAN of Kilbane. 
7. Sarah FROST 1838- m. Simon O’DONOGHUE of Quin1861. Marriage Settlement record 
8. Bridget FROST 1840- m. POWER of Eribull. 
9. Thomas FROST of Feenagh 1842m Catherine MULCAHY 1867. Marriage Settlement record 
10. Edmond William FROST 1844-1917 m 1) Ellen FROST d. of Robert FROST of Cappa 2) Mary GREEN 
11. Robert FROST b.1848 m Margaret O’BRIEN of Clarina. He was a vet. 

 
4.    Patrick FROST of Mooghaun, Smithtown & Drumline 1785-1851 (see page 8) 
5.    Mary FROST m. John CLUNE 1800 (Marriage contract in Registry of Deeds) 
6.    Daughter FROST m. KING 
7.    Daughter FROST m. MILLER 
8.    Daughter FROST m. WELDON 
9.    Daughter FROST m. COLLINS 
10.  Bridget FROST m. O’DONOGHUE =  son Sarsfield O’DONOGHUE of Garrincurra 
11.  Son FROST – publican in Sixmilebridge 
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By Flan Enright (Frost cousin and family historian in County Clare) 

 
 

 

  

FREEHOLDER:  Freeholders would ‘lease’ the land from the landlord for the  life of one or more 
individuals who then held the land 
Freeholders were usually people of some means and registration conferred the right to vote in 
elections. 

 
TOWNLAND:  Ireland is partitioned into counties, then baronies, parishes, and further townlands.   
County Clare is divided into 11 Baronies, one of these is Lower Bunratty, which is further divided 
235 townlands. 
 

Freehold Registry Book of Clare (1824): The register explains that Patrick Frost held a £20 
freehold in Smithstown (Barony of Bunratty) from Thomas Frost Senior for the lives of Michael and 
James Lynch and James Clancy. Thomas Frost (junior) of Pass, Meelick, had a similar freehold in 
Rossmanagher, also based on a lease from Thomas Frost Senior for the same three lives. Finally, 
William Frost of Ballymorris registered a £20 freehold based on the same lives. It is very likely that 
the Lynches and James Clancy came from Moghaun as they are mentioned in other leases in 
Aillacotty and Moghaun townlands. Patrick Frost’s wife was Clancy and it is very likely that James 
Clancy was either her brother or father.  

 
The information on the Freehold Registry makes a clear connection between Patrick Frost and 

Thomas Frost (Senior) of Rossmanagher. Patrick’s ownership of the farm in Smithstown is based on 
a lease held by Thomas. Patrick got the leasehold of Smithstown from Thomas (Senior) in the same 
way Thomas (junior) got his leasehold in Rossmanagher. There is no doubt that Thomas Senior was 
the father of Thomas Junior and it is reasonable to believe that he was similarly related to Patrick.  
William Frost of Ballymorris was with the other Frosts who registered their votes in Newmarket on 
the same day (13 February 1824). The three leases are all based on the same lives. Surely this is 
more than mere coincidence. The likelihood is that this was a Frost family group travelling together 
to Newmarket on the same day to register their votes. By then, Thomas Senior was over seventy 
years of age and had acquired both wealth and status in the quarter century following his 
imprisonment. If he was willing to risk his life to liberate Ireland in 1798, it was only natural that he 
would want his family to support the political movement for Catholic Emancipation in the less 
turbulent era after 1800 
 

 
The United Irishman’s rebellion in 1798 was a bloody affair in many parts of Ireland. There was 

some rebel activity in both Limerick and Clare. Thomas Frost must have exhibited some signs of 
being intoxicated by republicanism at this time but whether or not he was actively involved in the 
rebellion is unknown. In any case, the military came to Rossmanagher and burned his house. He 
was arrested and spent periods of incarceration in Duncannon fort (Wexford) and Limerick prison. 
With the country under martial law, his position was extremely perilous. Many of the rebels were 
court marshalled by the military in Limerick. Several were hanged and some were sentenced to 
transportation. The soldiers amused themselves by putting pitch caps on the heads of rebels. These 
were then set alight to burn the hair to the roots and incinerate the scalp. Many rebels cut their 
hair in a bid to avoid this punishment. They became known as ‘croppies’. Thomas was questioned 
and tortured with the pitch cap. However, no useful information was extracted from him. For the 
rest of his long life he had to wear a wig to cover the scarring on his head. Thus, he came to be 
known as ‘wiggy’, or sometimes ‘Tommy the Croppy’.  

It seems likely that his ancestors lived in Meelick. Having escaped with his life Thomas went on 
to become a wealthy man and managed to provide handsomely for his large family. It is not 
altogether clear how he secured large farms for his sons, but there may be a clue in an 
advertisement in the ‘Clare Journal’ in 1797. Henry D’Esterre of Limerick was offering to let 186 
acres of Rossmanagher. ‘Thomas Frost of Old St, near Rossmanagher Bridge’ was available to show 
the land to interested parties. This suggests that he was operating as a land agent, certainly for Mr 
D’Esterre, and possibly for other landowners as well. Such a role would put him in an advantageous 
position when good farms came on the market. He would have the information and contacts to 
enable him to bid for farms and get long leases.[4] The fact that he registered a £50 freehold in Old 
St, Rossmanagher, as early as 1808, shows that he had already entered the ranks of the wealthy.  

mailto:ebannister@thewiredcity.net
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Patrick FROST of Mooghaun, Smithtown and Drumline 
 

Parents:  Thomas FROST + Margaret McNAMARA 
Bunratty, County Clare, Ireland 
b.  1785 Rossmanagher, Bunratty d. 12 March 1851 (age 66) buried in tomb with son James behind the old church in 
Bunratty graveyard 

m. Susan CLANCY of Bunratty and Mooghaun, County Clare.   
 
 Children: (at least 11) 
1. James FROST (d. 1844) m. Hanora LYONS of Barntick on 3 February 1836 (remarried QUINLIVAN)  
                  = daughter Caroline FROST 
2. Patrick FROST m. Mary KILLEEN of Molosky, 10 children, lived in Drumline 
3. Robert FROST m. Johanna REIDY of Rineanna (inherited most of Smithtown) 8/9 children - Smithstown 
4. John FROST m. Anne BRASSIL of Newmarket in 1839, family lived in Rossmanagher, family 
5. Thomas FROST m. Margaret CROTTY of Co. Limerick, family of 8, lived in Drumline House 
6. Charles FROST of Smithstown, died unmarried 
7. William FROST 1 (see page 12)  
8. Solomon FROST m. Anne O’BRIEN of Annameadle, Toomevara Parish 1848, lived in Rossmanagher 
 Children: all baptized in Sixmilebridge 

1. Eliza FROST (twin) baptized 30 October 1849 Sixmilebridge 
2. Mary FROST (twin) baptized 30 October 1849 Sixmilebridge 
3. Richard FROST baptized 26 November 1852 sponsors Terence O’Brien and Mary (Magdalena) O’Brien 
4. Anne FROST baptized 25 August 1855 sponsors Morgan O’BRIEN and Catherine FROST 
5. James FROST baptized 28 November 1858 sponsors Pat and Bridget FROST (Rossmanagher) 
6. John FROST baptized 26 January 1858 sponsors Michael and Margaret FROST (Rossmanagher) 
7. Solomon FROST baptized 12 June 1859 sponsors Patrick and Catherine Quinn (Cappa) 
8. Robert FROST baptized June 1863 sponsors James FROST and Mary FROST (Rossmanagher) 

9.   Maria FROST b. 1820 d. 17 November 1862 (AGE 33) on ship Celestria arriving in Victoria BC (Calvary Cemetery Seattle)                 
m. Terence O’BRIEN of Annameadle, Toomevara in 1845, lived in Mogulane . Family emigrated to Canada in 1862 and on to the 
USA, Seattle and Kent Washington 
10.  Catherine FROST m. Morgan O’BRIEN of Annameadle, Toomevara in 1845, lived in Mogulane and emigrated to Canada  and 
then USA with Maria (above) and their families.  SEE APPENDIX FROST-O’BRIEN for story and details. 
11.  Ellen FROST? 
12.  Anne FROST? 
13.  Bridget FROST? 

 
Excerpts from Flan Enright’s account: (full document in Appendixes, including sources) 
 
“It is likely that Patrick Frost benefitted substantially from his father’s will. Thomas Senior died in 1837 and within twelve months, his two sons, 
Solomon of Rossmanagher and Patrick of Smithstown, were invited to become members of the Grand Jury, where they would associate with 
the local magistrates (the gentry) for special sessions. This status was only conferred on men who were substantial landholders and it also gave 
them a role in local government and the judicial process.  
 
Within a year after his father’s death, Patrick was in possession of a large farm of 178 acres beside Glosters holding in Bunratty. It was a 
grazing farm and under the terms of the lease he was bound not to till any of the ground. The same stipulation applied to Gloster’s place. The 
locals around Bunratty were very unhappy about this. Labourers who owned no land needed to be able to rent tillage or ‘mock’ ground from 
the local farmers. This was the only way they could provide food for their families. If some farmers refused to let out ground, then the cost 
became inflated. 
 
In March 1838, fifteen acres of Frost’s land in Bunratty and forty of Gloster’s was turned up maliciously. Crowds of men gathered with their 
spades and turned over the surface as a first step in preparing the ground for tillage. The authorities were very worried by this kind of agrarian 
unrest. The fear was that it could spread to other parts of Clare as happened in 1831 when many people were killed and injured, and property 
damaged as the labouring poor tried to drive down the price of conacre. A strong force of police under Tomkins Brew, stipendiary magistrate, 
was sent to the area and a reward of £100 was offered for information. Progress in the investigation was slow in spite of 23 arrests. The police 
were experienced in dealing with this kind of situation and some felt sympathy for poor people who could not get a plot of ground to till even 
when they were willing to pay full market price and the locality had plenty of good land.  
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This standoff typified what could happen between commercial farmers like Frost and Gloster and small holders and labourers who were 
subsistence farmers. The former were businessmen who farmed large holdings to make profit and build up capital, while the latter expended 
their family’s physical labour on a small plot of land so as to produce enough food for day-to-day needs. There were many similar 
confrontations in Clare during the pre-famine years as the growing number of labouring poor strove to survive in an era when the competition 
for land was growing more intense. 
 
Frost was now a marked man as far as many of the locals were concerned. A threatening notice was posted on a tree near the Wells Church. It 
warned people under pain of death not to work a day for Patrick Frost of Smithstown or patronise his brother’s licensed premises in 
Sixmilebridge. Frost removed this notice himself, but soon afterwards, the police were summoned to investigate a break-in at Perry’s house in 
Clonmoney. The inmates were beaten because they had removed another threatening notice. It is not clear what the connection between Frost 
and the Perrys was at this time. Perhaps, they were employees of his. Many years later, a granddaughter of Patrick married George Perry of 
Fomerla, Tulla. 
 
To have a seat in the church for your family’s use was a sign of some social status in pre-famine Ireland. Churches in those days did not come 
equipped with pews and kneelers for everyone. Anyone who could afford it bought a seat and put it in the church for the family’s use. These 
seats were placed near the front of the church. Poorer people who couldn’t afford a pew stood towards the rear of the church. The seating of 
the Wells church was not completed until the twentieth century, even though it was probably built around 1830. Patrick Frost and his family 
were among the first to have their own seat in the Wells Chapel. Some months after the affair at Bunratty, Frost’s pew was removed from the 
Chapel by being taken out the window. Presumably, the door was locked and because of this the window had to be taken from its frame to 
make an opening large enough to get the pew out. This shows how unpopular Frost was.  
 
This episode turned out to be no more than a dress rehearsal for what happened in Dromline less than a year later. The population of that 
townland consisted mostly of small holders and labourers. Its largest farm had been owned by the Sargent family for many years, but the last 
member of the family, James Sargent, died sometime in the 1830s. The landlord, John Bourchier of Nenagh then leased the house and farm to 
Mathew Canny and for some time it was occupied by his nephew (or stepbrother?), John. The lease ended with the death of the last name in 
1839. On this farm of 360 acres, there were 56 families who were described as sub-tenants of Canny. It is more likely that most of them lived in 
cabins and rented conacre annually from him in return for their labour or maybe part of the crop. 
 
They became agitated and enraged when they heard that Patrick Frost was preparing to replace Canny as the leaseholder. They were 
convinced that Frost had made a deal with Bourchier to turn out all the small holders. The Bunratty affair meant that Frost was perceived to be 
a grazier and therefore no friend of small tillage farmers and labourers. The small holders determined to resist Frost at all costs and support 
Canny who promised they would not be disturbed. Bourchier sent two representatives by coach to Dromline, but they were pelted off the land 
and had to take shelter despite re-assuring their persecutors that they were not the bearers of notices to quit. Frost himself was afraid to 
attend Mass at the Wells Chapel. 
 
Bourchier demanded a rent of £400 for Dromline House and farm. Though a substantial sum of money, it must have caused some surprise that 
Canny was unable to afford it. The Cannys were middlemen, or minor landlords and substantial commercial farmers in neighbouring 
townlands, such as Clonmoney, Ballycasey and Tullyvaraga. In 1829, the ‘Clare Journal’ announced that they had taken 100 bullocks to the Cork 
market and when they failed to sell, they had them shipped to Bristol! Their inability to afford the rent gave opportunity to Frost. He was 
willing to pay the full amount. He sent a representative named Michael McNamara, Mrs Vandeleur’s coachman, to take possession  of the farm. 
McNamara got a severe beating and had to take refuge in John McMahon’s house in Firgrove before being escorted home by the police. Some 
of the land of Dromline was turned up and the police feared that Frost would be murdered. His daughter-in-law was assaulted on her way to 
Mass in the Wells! A strong force of police patrolled the whole area to keep the peace. Meanwhile, Canny seemed determined to hang on to 
possession in the hope that Frost might bow to public outrage. He also claimed compensation for tree planting done during his tenure.  
 
The local curate, Fr Pat O’Brien found another threatening notice on the altar of the Wells Church. He tried to act as an intermediary and 
proposed that the people should give possession to Frost and receive leases of twenty-one years at a fair rent. The Cannys were greatly 
displeased by his intervention. In the end they had to give way and Frost succeeded in taking possession of Dromline.” 
 
The last years of Patrick Frost’s life were sad times in Ireland. The blight came in 1845 and destroyed the potato crop. The same thing 
happened in 1846 and 1848 and there was a very small crop in 1847. Workhouses remained packed with paupers to the mid-1850s. It was 
most severe in the West of Ireland including Clare.  
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The repeated failure of the potato crop devastated the 
subsistence farmers who rented conacre. It is likely that many of 
the 56 families on Frost’s Drumline holding ended up as beggars, 
went to the workhouse, died of disease or emigrated. Some of 
them must have been involved in the last stand made on 
Drumline Hill in the spring of 1846. Notices were posted calling on 
people to meet at the Hurlers’ Cross and go to a certain location 
‘to adopt measures to provide for their families.’ In spite of 
appeals from the clergy, 200 to 300 people walked from the 
Hurlers’ Cross to Drumline Hill. They arrived at about one o’clock. 
The police were in close attendance and sub-inspector Heard 
went to the front of the crowd and told them that the first twenty 
men that advanced would be treated as the ring-leaders. Nobody 
moved but they complained bitterly that some farmers thought 
that hay was good enough for labourers to subsist on! They 
threatened vengeance on those. Soon afterwards, they dispersed. 
The police patrolled the area and calm was restored.  
 
How many of these people were still in Drumline by the time of 
Patrick Frost’s death is anyone’s guess. It occurred in 1851. His 
death notice describes him as an ‘honest industrious’ man. He 
died at Drumline on the 12th March 1851 in the 66th year of his 
life and is almost certainly buried in the same tomb as his son, 
James, behind the old church in Bunratty cemetery. This indicates 
that his birth year was probably 1785. It seems likely that he was 
born in Rossmanagher, in Sixmilebridge parish. He had at least 
eleven children. 
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William FROST (1) 
 

Parents:  Patrick FROST 1785-1851 + Susan CLANCY of Mooghaun 
Hempfield, Bunratty, County Clare 

Born:   1815 In Bunratty, County Clare, Ireland   
(first cousin of James FROST of Ballymorris, who was son of William FROST of Ballymorris, Williams uncle) 
Died:   7 October 1882 AGE 68 In Surry Hills Sydney NSW Australia, Buried at Rookwood Catholic Cemetery 
 

Married:  Mary GALLAGHER (Galaher) on 26 July 1836 in Sixmilebridge, Clare, Ireland 
b. 1817 d. 3 January 1871 AGE 54 Buried with William at Rookwood Catholic Cemetery, Sydney NSW  
(her parents were Patrick and Catherine GALLAGHER or GALAHER) 
 
 Children: (death certificate in 1882 states 18 children: 4 males and 8 females living, 2 males and 4 females deceased) 

1. Maria FROST baptized 27 July 1836, Sixmilebridge, Clare, Ireland. Sponsors John FROST and Maria MATER d.10 July 1886 
of pneumonia Brandy & Water Creek, near 
Mount Kembla NSW. Roman Catholic Burial 
Ground Wollongong. Married 1859 William 
FITZGERALD d. 2 April 1897 (Parents James 
FITZGERALD and Margaret) 

2. Patrick FROST baptized 11 July 1837 
Sixmilebridge Clare Ireland. Sponsors James 
FROST and Ann LITTLETON. Died pre-February 
1840. 

3. William FROST (2) 1838/1839 (see page 14)  

4. Catherine FROST baptized 8 July 1840 
Sixmilebridge County Clare Ireland. County 
Clare, Ireland. d.1896, Newcastle, NSW. In 
Wollongong NSW, she married James GWYNNE 
(son of John GWYNNE and Catherine HAMEL. 
Lived in Newcastle, Australia. Children: 

1. William GWYNNE b. 31 December 1860 
Fairy Meadow 14292/1861 

2. Elisabeth GWYNNE b. 17 March 1864 Wollongong 16475/1864 
3. James GWYNNE b. 28 July 1865 Fairy Meadow 
4. John Patrick GWYNNE b. 23 March 1868 Fairy Meadow 
5. Thomas GWYNNE b. 13 October 1869 Wollongong 

5. Patrick FROST b. 1840, baptized 23 February 1842 Sixmilebridge County Clare, Ireland. d.1920, Wollongong NSW. In 
Wollongong, he married Julia Marion CONSIDINE on 3 January 1873 and lived in Wollongong NSW. = Mary Johanna FROST 
m. John Thomas NORTHFIELD in 1896 = many children in Mt. Kembla NSW.  

6. Bridget Agnes FROST b.1842, County Clare, Ireland. d.1889, Sydney, New South Wales, 
Australia. In Wollongong NSW, she married Thomas McNAMEE 17 May 1865 St. John’s, Dapto.  
Lived in Sydney, Australia.  

7. James Henry FROST b. 1845, baptized 22 February 1846 Sixmilebridge County Clare, Ireland. 
d. 19Sep 1896, Queensland, Australia. He married Elizabeth GWYNNE and lived in 
Queensland. 

8. Elizabeth Josephine FROST. b.1848, County Clare, Ireland. d.1921, Randwick, NSW. In 
Sydney NSW. M. Robert M. SCRAGGS and lived in Wollongong NSW. 

9. Anna FROST (1850 – died at sea in 1851)  

10. Ann FROST b. 15 January 1852, Wollongong, NSW d.1918, Randwick, New South Wales. M. 
Phillip D. HOGAN and lived in Darlinghurst, Sydney, NSW. Triplet 

11. Lucy FROST b.15 January 1852, Wollongong NSW. Died 1921, Sydney NSW. Triplet.  M. Arthur BARLOW and lived in New 
South Wales. 
 
 
 

Bridget Agnes FROST 
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12. Margaret FROST b. 15 January 1852, Wollongong NSW.  d.1907, Sydney, New South Wales. In Candelo NSW, she married 
George William PITT and lived in Sydney NSW. George and Margaret had 7 children: Triplet 
George William PITT born 1878, Joseph A PITT born 1879, Letitia Susan Margaret PITT b. 1880 d 1957, Amy Trevor PITT 
1881-1883, Thomas Vincent PITT b. 1883, Alfred T PITT b. 1885, Mary J PITT b. 1893 

13. Julia FROST b.1853 d.1853, Wollongong NSW, Wollongong Cemetery 

14. Julia FROST b.1854, Wollongong, NSW. In Wollongong, she married Frederick William STREET and lived in Sydney, NSW. 

15. John FROST b. 1857 d.  

16. Male FROST d. before 1882 (based on Wm FROST Death certificate) 

17. Female FROST d. before 1882 (based on Wm FROST Death certificate) 

18. Female FROST d. before 1882 (based on Wm FROST Death certificate) 
 

Mary GALLAGHER (wife of William 1) 
 
Parents:  Patrick GALLAGHER + Catherine  
Hempfield, Bunratty, County Clare 

Born:   1817 Kildalkey (?) County Meath, Ireland   
Died:   3 January 1871, buried with William at Rookwood Catholic Cemetery, Sydney NSW 

Married:  William FROST (1) 
 

William FROST (1) and his wife Mary (nee Gallagher) lived in the area of Bunratty and Sixmilebridge, County Clare, 

before they made the decision to emigrate to Australia in 1850 with their seven surviving children, one boy had died. This was 
the time of the Great Famine and of great suffering in Ireland and a time when many Irish families emigrated to Australia, a new 
land of opportunity.  Although the Frosts were landowners and well off, the overall economic impact of the famine would have 
been felt by all and likely contributed to 
their decision to make a new start with 
the promise of a new life in Australia.  
 
The family departed in 1850 on the vessel 
GARLAND and arrived in Botany Bay, 
Sydney Harbor on March 15, 1851. Mary 
had been pregnant with her 9th child, 
Anna, who was born and died during the 
voyage.  On arrival they settled in 
Wollongong NSW and soon after in 
Goulburn NSW where Mary gave birth to 9 
more children, including one birth of 
triplets. This accounts for 18 children and 
at least 15 full-term pregnancies which is 
an astonishing record, even for the times.   
 
We know of at least twelve children who 
survived into adulthood and created 
families of their own, thus giving a 
substantial boost to the FROST lineage in Australia. However, there were only three sons who survived to carry on the FROST 
name, William, Patrick and James Henry FROST.  The surviving daughters married into the families of BARLOW, CONSIDINE, 
FITZGERALD, GWYNNE, McNAMEE, SCRAGGS, HOGAN, PITT, and STREET.  Many of these families remained in the area near 
Sydney. Others, including William and James Henry moved north the Queensland. 
 
William FROST (1) is listed as a bailiff in Para Meadow, a suburb of Wollongong.  His son Patrick was listed as a farmer, also in 
Para Meadow.   The mother, Mary, died in 1870 in Wollongong at the age of 55 and is buried with her husband William at the 
Rookwood Catholic Cemetery in Sydney.   

 
 
William FROST (1) is listed as a bailiff in Para Meadow, a suburb of Wollongong.  His son Patrick was listed as a farmer, also in 
Para Meadow.   The mother, Mary, died in 1870 in Wollongong at the age of 55.   
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William John FROST (2) 
 

Parents:  William FROST (1) + Mary GALLAGHER 
Born:   in Six-Mile-Bridge, County Clare, Ireland 
Baptized 6 January 1839 Sponsors Pat and Johanna GALLAGHER 
Died:  28 January 1896 in Isisford, QLD at age of 57 
Cause of Death: Senile Decay, Exhaustion 
Lived in: County Clare, Ireland 1837, 1846, 1847, 1848, NSW Wollongong 
1852, 1853, 1854, 1856, 1861, 1870, Gulgong, Braidwood, Burrendong, 
Sydney, and in QLD Blackall and Isisford 
 

1st Marriage:  Bedelia Bridget STANTON 26 October 1875 in 
Rockhampton QLD (her 2nd marriage - first married Francis MALONE)  

Children: (9) 
1.  William Stanton FROST (3) b. 1861 d. 18 November 1929 Brisbane m. 
Louisa SMITH on 28 June 1893 

1. Ethel Mary FROST b.24 December 1893 d. 22 Nov 1973 m. Charles 
Wm SHACKLETON 19 Nov 1912 

1. Charles Raymond SHACKLETON b. 8 Feb 1913 
2. Iris Maud SHACKLETON b. 17 May 1916 
3. Iris Ada SHACKLETON b. 27 July 1917 

2. Louisa May FROST b. 6 May 1897 d. 25 August 1982 Holland Park QLD m. Thomas Douglas GRANT 24 November 1932 
Twins: Neville James FROST and Byron Charles FROST 11 April 1919 

3. Archibald Rimmer FROST b. 28 July 1900 d. 8 September 1979 in Victoria DC Canada m1. Gladys Maxwell RODGER   
On 5 December 1928 m2. Clarice CONNLEY 

        4.  William Charles FROST b.9 February 1903 d.24 September 1903 
 

2.   Bedelia (Bridget) FROST b. 1864 d. 21 February 1926 AGE 62 m. William Lindsay RUSSELL 20 July 1881 
1. Katherine RUSSELL b. 25 November 1881 
2. Maudie RUSSELL b. 29 August 1882  

3. Bridget Lindsay RUSSELL b. 28 May 1884 d. 30 May 1884 
4. John Lindsay RUSSELL b. 21 March 1886 d.22 October 1957 
5. Margaret Lindsay RUSSELL b/ 22 August 1887 

6. Ethel May RUSSELL b. 10 March 1889 d. 2 May 1889 
7. William Lindsay RUSSELL (2) b. 21 May 1890 d. 8 May 1963   
8. Thomas James RUSSELL b. 14 November 1891 d. 18 November 1971 
9. Laura May RUSSELL b. 25 May 1893-15 June 1925 m. AHERN 
10.  Annie RUSSELL b.4 May 1895 d.28 April 1919 AGE 23  
11. Florence May RUSSELL 1898-27 September 1997  
12. Henry Alexander RUSSELL 1b. 13 January 1901 d. 3 July 1950 
13. Walter Patrick RUSSELL b. 8 March 1902 d.9 August 1936 (most rest in    

Blackall Cemetery) 
 

3. Catherine (Kate) FROST b.1866 d. 29 December 1939 (age 74)  
       m. Charles SKUTHORP(E) (1853-1896) of Mexico Station in October 1884 in   
Blackall QLD 

1. Ruby Clarine SKUTHORPE d. 28 February 1919 m. William Lindsay 
RUSSELL (2) 

2. Violet Loretto SKUTHORPE 1889-2 August 1976 nickname Toots 
3. Charles SKUTHORPE 1886-27 January 1949  

4. John Robert FROST (1) b. 9 January 1867 d.28 July 1946 (see separate chart) 
 

 
 

William FROST 2 
Longreach Hall of Fame  

(Pioneers of Blackall District) 

 

William Frost (2) 
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5. Julia Mary Theresa FROST  

b. 1868 in Mudgee NSW d. 29 Oct 1929 AGE 63 Blackall QLD 
m. Roderick CARROLL (1860-1924) on 5 August 1889 (he was from   
Dunnamaggan, Kilkenny, Ireland arrived on the DORINDA)   
Children: 
1. Maud Mary Amilda (Imelda) CARROLL b. 15 July 1890 d. 21 April 

1975 m. William Thomas WILSON 
1. Daphne Jean Imelda WILSON b. 7 Aug 1915 d.  m. 1 

September 1934 Gordon James KINGSTON 
2. Vernon WILSON b. 26 March 1918 d.  m.  
3. Ethel Patricia WILSON d. 2 November 1929 

2. Roderick Alexander CARROLL b. 26 February 1892 d. 12 May 
1960 m. Harriett CLAYSON 4 August 1920 

3. Ethel Frances CARROLL b. 13 June 1893 d. 1960 Moree NSW  m. 
Mervyn Clarridge BLUNT 13 Sep 1914  

       = Iris Doreen “Ladybird” BLUNT b. 29 June 1915 Blackall d. 11 
March 2013 Brisbane (97) m. William John “Jack” MAKIM 
(1915-2002) on 2 March 1938. Author of “Dear Descendants” 

        =4 children incl Julia MAKIM, and Richard MAKIM who had son 
Dominic who had son William. 

4. Ivy Elisabeth CARROLL b. 4 April 1896 d. 18 September 1988 (age 92)  
 

6. Annie Mary FROST b. 1870 d. 30 Sep 1954 m. David JOUNQUAY (1861-1907) in 1891 Isisford QLD 
1. David Alexander JOUNQUAY b. 30 December 1891 = died same day 
2. Alice May JOUNQUAY b.28 Jan 1893 m. Joseph Alfred SMITH on 4 March 1911 d. 2 March 1952 
3. David Alexander (Mick) JOUNQUAY b. 26 March 1895  d. 20 August 1970 m. Dorothy Agnes GIBBS (1903-1992) 
    =Patricia Alexandra JOUNQUAY b.17 April 1924 d. 2018 m. Victor Lawson GRAYDON (1920-2003) = Malcolm  
4. Elsie Irene JOUNQUAY b. 25 August 1898 
5. William Daniel JOUNQUAY b. 9 August 1906 d. 8 April 1979 
 

7. James FROST b. 21 July 1872 d. 29 June 1950 AGE 78 (Blackall Monumental Cemetery) appears he did not marry and had no children 
 
8. Thomas Peter FROST b. 1875- (he lived in Sydney)  
 
9. Maude Emma FROST b. 24 Sep 1876 d. 3 Nov 1957 rests at Toowong Cemetery Brisbane QLD 
m. Peter Jacob HOFFMANN (1872-1931) of Rockhampton in Nov 1898.  Toowong Cemetery 
Lived at Isis Downs Station, near Blackall, Qld. Peter was a bookkeeper at Isis Downs Station. 

children:  
1.  Mary Maude HOFFMANN b. 23 August 1892.  
2.  William Peter De Rohan HOFFMANN b. 28 August 1901 burial February 6, 1958 Toowong Cemetery 
3.  Carl Joseph HOFFMANN 12 June 1903 
4.  Catherine Marion HOFFMANN 4 June 1907 burial 19 February 2000 Toowong Cemetery 
5.  Kevin De Rohan HOFFMANN 12 January 1912 

 

William FROST (2) 2d Marriage:  Annie Maria HART (AGE 23) b. 1860 d.as Annie Maria CONROY 8 March 1924  
M1: 19 March 1883 in Blackall QLD.  She moved with him to Isisford in 1884. There were no children. 
M2: William Patrick CONROY 16 December 1898 in Ipswich (parents Thomas CONROY + Jessie FOLEY) 
Her parents were Michael Martin HART + Annie Maria MARTIN. From Mallow, County Cork, Ireland. 
            Siblings:  all died in Queensland 

1. Lucy Agnes Martin HART d. 17 October 1914 m. CLEGG 
2. Catherine Mary HART d. 15 June 1875 m. HARDY 
3. Bridget Mary HART d. 19 Feb 1912 m. TATE 
4. Martin HART d. 1 February 1926 
5. John Martin HART d. 10 June 1945  
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The eldest son of William FROST (1) and Mary, William FROST (2) was listed as age 15 years on the passenger list of the 
GARLAND in 1851 when the family emigrated to Australia, but there are some contradictions.  His death certificate lists his age 
at 57, and there is a record of his christening in January of 1839, so this would have made him only 12 or 13 at the time of the 
voyage.   
 
These were exciting times with the advent of the goldrush in NSW.   William left home at some time after the family’s arrival for 
the gold fields in NSW where he soon prospered as a miner.   
In 1860 we have him in Braidwood NSW (south of Goulburn) where he likely met his future wife Bedelia Bridget STANTON who 
was then still married to Francis MALONE.  Bridget had arrived from Ireland as part of the Earl Grey orphan relocation project in 
1851 and she found employment with Francis MALONE who operated a pub in the nearby goldfields, Bell’s Paddock. She 
married Frances in 1852 and had four children with Frances, the last son, Florance MALONE, was born in 1859.  Then beginning 
in 1861, birth records show that Bridget had eight children with William FROST (2) registered as the father.   
 
Prior to 1861 was also the relocation further north to the area of Wellington, Mudgee and Gulgong where specifically 
Burrandong is mentioned in John Robert’s birth certificate in 1867.  This record also mentions that Bridget and William were 
married in Braidwood in 1858.  It is interesting that this is the year before Florance MALONE was born (1859) and that there is 
no record of this marriage.  There is, however, a marriage recorded in 1875 in Rockhampton QLD.  Francis MALONE had died the 
previous year in 1874 and Bridget was now widowed and free to marry again.   
 

Note:  Records show that after Bridget left him, Francis Malone remarried on 1 
June 1864 in Sydney to Selina Smith ALLPORT.  If he was able to legally remarry, 
there may have been a divorce (or not?) and the delay of the FROST marriage 
more of a Catholic consideration. 

 
Also noteworthy is that Florance moved with the FROST family to Blackall QLD, 
while the other children appeared to remain with Francis Malone.  This fact 
supports the speculation that Florance may have been also be a son of William?   

 
William and Bridget are now in the area of Wellington, Gulgong and Mudgee 
where gold was found and there was opportunity for mining and to provide 
services to the miners.  William is listed in 1866 as having a license to operate 
a hotel, the Digger’s Inn, at Cosgrove’s Paddock, Stony Creek.  He also opened 
a butcher shop and the 1872 and the 1875 Greville Postal Directory lists 
William Frost in Gulgong as a butcher.  Wellington, Mudgee and Gulgong, and 
specifically Burrandong are mentioned as the birthplace for some of his 

children.  In the 1875 William drove 
230 horses from Gulgong NSW to sell 
in North Queensland.  This was 
reported in Mitchell Downs.  It seems 

that during his trek he decided that his fortunes lay in Queensland and 
planned a permanent move with his family to Queensland. In August of the 
same year a newspaper reports that he leased a hotel in Blackall in August.  
By October he had moved his entire family to Rockhampton QLD sailing from 
Sydney. He advertised for a wagonette for the onward move to Blackall.  But 
first, he married the mother of his then eight children in Rockhampton on 26 
October 1875. Bedelia Bridget STANTON MALONE was still married to her 
first husband Francis MALONE and we can conclude that they had to wait 
until after he died to 1874 to be legally married.   

William and Bridget were successful and prospered in Blackall.  William 
bought one hotel and then built another, the Royal Hotel.  He operated 
butcheries, wheelwrights and livestock on several runs he purchased over the 
years.  He had an excellent reputation for raising horses and breeding race 
horses.  Newspaper sources record that he was the bailiff in the central 
district at Tambo and elected to the school board. 

Sadly, his wife Bridget died in 1881 and is buried in the Blackall Cemetery.   
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William married his second wife Annie HART (age 23) in Blackall and soon after moved the family to Isisford in 1884.  The town 
of Isisford itself was founded by the Whitman brothers William and James as Whittown in 1877 when they broke an axle 
crossing the Barcoo River.  They decided to settle on the banks of the river and gradually built up a settlement that included a 
general store, butcher shop, hotel, a saddlery, and a blacksmith shop.  Whittown was renamed Isisford in 1878 after the ford in 
the river and proximity of Isis Downs Station homestead. 'Isis Downs' was named after the Isis River in England. The Barcoo 
River was once called the Victoria River but changed to the Aboriginal name Barcoo meaning 'Ice on Water'.  This area in Central 
Queensland in the Barcoo River valley is known as the Outer Barcoo, a region with expansive sheep and cattle properties. 

Isisford is the inspiration for many of A.B. 'Banjo' Paterson's works such as The Bush Christening and Clancy of the Overflow.  
Blackall lays claim to be 'the home of the fair dinkum black stump' as well as being home of Jackie Howe - the world's greatest 
ever blade sheep shearer. Blackall has often been mentioned in Australian lore.  In the last century, Blackall was made famous in 
this popular bawdy limerick: 

A popular girl of Blackall/Wore a newspaper dress to a ball, 
Her rig-out caught fire/And burned her entire, 

Front page, sporting section and all. 

 
 
 

Also noted in the local news in 1884:  
“We had a stylish wedding in Blackall last week which 
served to interest a few residents. The victims sacrificed to 
Hymen were one of the Messrs. Skuthorpe, of Mexico station, 
and a daughter (Catherine) of Mr. W. Frost, of the Royal 
Hotel, Blackall. The ceremony was performed in the new 
Catholic Chapel, and the couple were tied together by the 
Rev. Father Hudson. The whole affair was very quiet and 
very select and there was no demand at all for old kerosene 
tins, etc.” (note: as extra chairs) 
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Having lived in Blackall for over ten years, William would have observed opportunities developing in nearby Isisford and in 1884, 
William bought the Teddington Arms Hotel and renamed it the Club Hotel.  He owned this hotel for eight years until 1892 and 
owned two cattle stations, one in the Yalleroi district and the other in the lower Barcoo. William also owned a butcher shop and 
several properties including Singleton, Glenbower Station and Frosty Downs Station in the Barcoo area.  He was a member of 
the school committee, a keen sportsman and the owner of racehorses, including one called Elsinor.   
 

Another newspaper article:  29 October 1891 
In spite of the bad times a few carpenters have been kept busily at work, Mr. William Frost, late of Isisford, is erecting a new 
dwelling-house on his Elsmore selection, near Blackall, where he will reside, having leased his Club Hotel, Isisford, and Royal 
Hotel, Blackall, to Messrs Hooper and Gray respectively. Besides Mr. Frost's new house, several cottages in town have been 
renovated, and nearly all the bricks are on the ground for the erection of Mr. E. H. Wickers new hotel on the site of the present 
building, the Bushmen's Arms. . On Friday four, teams pasted through the town conveying the last of the timber required for 
the building of a two storey house on Mr. Moffatt's Thornleigh selection. This place, when completed, will be the finest of its 
kind on the Barcoo, and about tile only house in the district in which climatic conditions have been considered by the 
architect. 

 
 

 

Sir Thomas McIlwraith, Premier of Queensland, pays the town a visit in 1885:  
 “There are two public houses one of which presided over by Mr. Frost, I can say from 
experience, is excellently kept.  To be provided a table in this far western town with 
spotlessly white table napkins, teacups of china, nicely plated ware and cutlery and with 
plenty of variety both in meats and vegetables, luxuries one seldom expects out this way 
and very rarely gets.  The usual vegetable is preserved English potatoes and of these I 
had become heartily sick before getting this far.  In Isisford, however, there were new 
English potatoes, cabbage, beans and some first-rate butter.” 

Sir Thomas McIlwraith 
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William retired to his Singleton property in his early 50’s and died 
after a long illness (kidney problems?) in 1896.    
His obituary in The Brisbane Courier reads:  

An old and much respected identity in Blackall has just passed away 
in the person of the late Mr. William Frost. For some years he was 
the proprietor of the Royal Hotel, the great sporting hostelry of the 
Barcoo before the Central Railway had reached Barcaldine, and 
created that place the leading trysting point of the Western "sports." 
Subsequently he went to Isisford, conducted business there in the 
same line for a time; then took up some selections and went in for 
sheep farming on rather an extensive scale, and generally with 
success. Mr. Frost has left a family of grown-up children, who are 
well provided for. 

Another notice in the same newspaper: 

DIED:  
FROST.-On the 28th January, at his residence, Singleton, near 
Isisford, William, the beloved husband of Annie Frost, In his 57th 
year.  May he rest in Peace (R.I.P.) 

Later: 
Probate of the will of the late Mr. William Frost, grazier, of Isisford, 
was granted in the Supreme Court, Brisbane, last week. Mr. Frost's 
real and personally property is valued at £15050. 

The Western Champion, February 4, 1896 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. It is with regret I record the 
death of Mr. 'William Frost, who for many years has helped to keep 
the Barcoo alive both by interesting himself in cattle and sheep 
breeding, and also in sporting, especially racing. Mr. Frost first 
landed on the Barcoo in 1875, and took over Desmond's old hotel at 
Blackall, which stood on the site now occupied by Wicker's hotel. In 
*78 or '79 he built the present Royal Hotel at Blackall, and this place 
he occupied for some seven years and then leased it. In 1884 Mr. 
Frost ventured a purchase in Isisford, and the Teddington (now 
Club) Hotel became his property and was conducted by Mr. 
Gallagher. Mr. Frost was himself the proprietor of the Club Hotel 
here from '85 to '91, since which he has directed his attention to 
sheep and wool growing on his selections about Blackall and 
Isisford. During his residence on the Barcoo Mr. Frost had taken up 
several station properties, amongst the number being Champion, 
now part of Enniskillen; Glenbower, on the Alice; Frost, Snow and 
Ioe, now annexed to Brighton Downs; Dubbo Downs, a well-known 
property in the Never Never country. But Mr. Frost never resided on 
any of these properties permanently, and never retained the 
ownership for long, always selling out satisfactorily. Of late years he 
has contented himself selecting in grazing farms and had at the time 
of his death 13,000 sheep, which have only been shorn this month, 
with capital results. In racing Mr. Frost has had a checkered career, 
and such horses as Elsinore, Singleton, and Inkerman have raced 
under his colors and often led their company to the winning post, both on the coastal and up-country courses. Of Mr. Frost as a 
genuine sporting man one could not speak too highly. One by one the Barcoo is losing old racing helpmates. First in Mr. Budge, 
of Blackall, then in Mr. Royds, of Emmett Downs, and now in Mr. William Frost, who leaves a widow and grown-up family, all 
in comfortable circumstances. 
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BY TELEGRAM.  ISISFORD, Tuesday, 6.20 p. 

Death of an Old Identity. 

Mr. WILLIAM FROST died 
at his residence, Singleton, 
today, after a lingering 
and painful illness. Mr. 
Frost was one of the oldest 
identities on the Barcoo, 
having established himself 
in business in the Royal 
Hotel, Blackall, in 1878. 
Relinquishing the hotel Mr. 
Frost engaged in pastoral 
pursuits, but experienced 
continued ill-luck. Later on 
he resided at Isisford, and 
held the license for the 
Club Hotel, latterly 
relinquishing this business for station life. Mr. Frost had long been a 
sufferer from an internal complaint, and many will regret to hear of 
his death. Mr. Frost was an ardent sportsman, and many were the 

horses owned by him piloted to victory in the old Barcoo Racing Club 
days. Mr. Frost leaves a widow and grown up family, nearly all of whom are married. 

Interesting article about the decline of Isisford after WM Frost died – he is mentioned. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/76567216?searchTerm=william%20frost%20isisford&searchLimits= 

William also had a daughter named Annie who married David Jounquay of Isisford.  A Dorothy Jounquay wrote a book on Isisford, 
documenting some the early history of the town and its early residents.  She is likely a daughter or granddaughter. (See attachment A for extracted 

references to William Frost)  

 
 

  Isisford - The former Club Hotel 
owned by William Frost  
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Bedelia Bridget  

STANTON (STAUNTON) MALONE  

(wife of William 2) 
 

Parents:  John STANTON (STAUNTON) + Mary FARRELL 
Siblings:  unknown 
Born:   1836 in Parish of Corurn, Ballinasloe, Roscommon, Ireland  
Died:   30 October 1881 (age 45) rests in Blackall Cemetery  
Lived in Ireland, Australia NSW: Braidwood, Burradong, Gulgong and Blackall 
Queensland 
 

1st Marriage:  Francis MALONE (from Cork) 20 Sep 1852, St Mary’s, 

Sydney.  Francis MALONE b. about 1830 in Castle Townsend, County Cork, 
Ireland d.1874 age 44 in Bingara NSW Australia 
 
Children with Francis:   

1. Henry (Harry) MALONE 1853-1929 m. Ellen Mary CLARKE = 11 children 
2. Francis MALONE 1855- 26 March 1932 in Bingara NSW  
       m. Eliza Matilda NEEVES in 1884 = Catherine, Francis, Ella, Ivy, Elsie 
3. Mary Frances MALONE b. 1857 in Braidwood NSW m. HAWKINS 
4. Florance MALONE (male) b. 1859 in Braidwood NSW d. 1923 Blackall  

 m. Catherine HONAN (1860-1911) Blackall Cemetery 
1. Alan Michael MALONE d. 1970 m. Isabella Maud ALLENBY (1896-1974) both rest in Blackall 
2. Thomas MALONE = Delma Shirley MALONE m. QUINN = son Gary QUINN 
3. Vincent MALONE d. 8 July 1944 Blackall 
4.   Frances MALONE d. 6 June 1913 Blackall 

 

Bridget STANTON arrived in Sydney in 1850 on the Tipoo Saib aged 17 as part of the Irish Orphan project. Her first marriage was 
to Francis MALONE and they had at least four children.  In 1855 he was listed a publican of the Bell’s Paddock Hotel.  The 
newspaper covered Francis MALONE’s death in 1874 and he seemed to have suffered from severe mental illness. 

2nd Marriage to William FROST 2 

John Robert’s birth certificate lists the marriage date of William and Bridget as January 1858 in Braidwood, NSW.  No record of 
this marriage could be found. However, there is a marriage recorded on 26 October 1875 in Rockhampton QLD (see chart for 
William FROST). This raises the question, did they in fact get married twice?  It appears that first husband Francis was out of the 
picture but still alive, and they needed to wait until Francis died in 1874 and Bridget was then widowed? In 1875 the family 
moved to Blackall, Queensland via Rockhampton where the marriage took place in transit.  A clean new start?  
 
During the years 1861 to 1876 Bridget had nine children with William FROST.  When William and Bridget moved to Blackall, 
Florance came with them, had a family and several members are buried in the Blackall cemetery near his mother. 



 

Bridget FROST  
Longreach Hall of Fame  

(Pioneers of Blackall District) 
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John Robert FROST (1) 
 

\Parents:  William John FROST (2) + Bedelia Bridget 
STANTON  
Siblings:  see Children William FROST (2) 
Born:   9 January 1867 in Burrendong NSW near Wellington/Mudgee 
Died:   28 July 1946 in Townsville, QLD 
Lived in: Gulgong, Blackall, Sydney – Riverview College 1882-84, Isisford Malbon, 
Cloncurry Townsville 

Married:   Ellen Julia McDonnell on 18 August 1894 Tambo QLD 
 
Children:   
 
1. John Robert (Jack) FROST (2) 1894-1959 (see chart)   
 

2.  William Leslie (Bill) FROST (4) b. 13 February 1897 in Isisford d. 12 October 1974 
rests at Hemmant Cemetery Brisbane QLD with his mother Ellen (Lawn2 Grave 457)  
m. Charlotte Edwina McDONALD on 4 April 1921 

1) Irene Alice FROST b.  July 1921 d. 5 July 1922 Cloncurry QLD 
 

3. Cyril McDonnell (Sam) FROST b. 21 February 1899 in Isisford QLD  
d. 18 September 1953 m. Doris May HALVORSON 16 April 1921.  
He rests TSV-Belgian Gardens Cemetery   

1) Doreen FROST b. 29 March 1921 d. m. Frank THOMAS = Noel, Gary, Glenn & 
Tony 

2) Cyril (Sid) McDonnell FROST b. 1924 d. 18 June 1984  
3) Ellen FROST b. 1927 d. 2022 m. Frank (Ned) HEDDLE  
 = daughter (private) 
4) Daughter b. 1931 (private) 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

William Leslie (Bill) Frost  
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John Robert FROST (1) was born in Burrendong 
NSW, near Wellington where his birth was recorded. 
He would have been eight years old when his family 
moved to Blackall in 1875.  The year after his mother 
died in 1881, he enrolled at Riverview College in 
Sydney (St. Ignatius’ Jesuit College, Riverview).  
During his time there, from 1882 to 1884, he was a 
member of the first four rowing team and played 
football.  There is an article he wrote in 1937 for the 
Riverview Alumni Magazine Our Alma Mater, 
reminiscing upon his experiences at Riverview and 
remembering some of his classmates.  After he 
graduated from school, he returned to Blackall and 
then moved to Isisford with his father William and 
his new wife.   
 

In Isisford, where his father William owned the Club 
Hotel, John Robert would meet and later in 1894 
marry Ellen Julia McDonnell whose father, John 
McDonnell, owned the other hotel in Isisford, the 
Westward Ho, and we know that JR and his wife 
operated a hotel.  This may have been John 
McDonnell‘s hotel or William Frost’s Club hotel, since 
William was ill and retired early, but we know now is 
that both hotels were sold to new owners in 1892.   
Sons Cyril (Sam), John Robert (Jack) Jr. were born in 
or near Isisford.  At some time after 1899, John 
Robert moved his family to Malbon (20 miles south 
of Cloncurry) where they lived until 1929.   
 
After moving to Malbon, John Robert worked several 
mining leases in Western Queensland.  John Robert 
had a blood disorder, possibly anemia, and sought 
treatment in Collinsville, where he had bought a home.  
On the journey from Malbon to Collinsville he needed to 
stop in Townsville for treatment and decided to stay there.  
John Robert bought the “old Frost family house“ at 83 Wills 
Street West in 1929 and then sent for the families to join 
him.  In Townsville he operated a Transportation/Cartage 
Company with his sons Sam, Jack and Bill.  The Frosts 
maintained an interest in their mining leases in Queensland 
but only Sam was able to make it profitable through the 
gold and wolfram leases at Rum Jungle NT.   
 
In 1953, after striking it rich in the NT, Sam was injured in a 
car accident, when his car hit a tree at Camooweal in route 
from the NT to Townsville and later died in the Mt. Isa 
hospital. 
 

 

John Robert Frost 2, Sydney Cousin, John Robert Frost 1 
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Ellen Julia McDONNELL  
(wife of John Robert 1) 
 
 

Parents:  John McDONNELL (1835-21 July 1891) + Ellen WRAY 
(WROY) (RAY) (1846-21 December 1881 AGE 35) Isisford Cemetery 
        Siblings:   

• Catherine McDONNELL b. 10 October 1875 d. 8 August 1950  
m. James Joseph O’CONNOR (=Ellen m. MORTIMER = Christine)  

• John WRAY b. 5 June 1868 d. (born before marriage to John 
McDonnell.  Father?) 

 
Born:   1 September 1873 in Lansdown Station Ward River QLD 
Died:   21 July 1961 in Brisbane, QLD (88) Toowoong Cemetery 
Lived in Isisford, Rockhampton, Malbon, Townsville, Brisbane 

Married:  John Robert FROST (1) 16 August 1894 in Tambo QLD  
Children:  See John Robert FROST (1) 
 
Ellen McDonnell attended the Range Catholic Convent in Rockhampton.  She 
grew up in Isisford where her father John McDonnell owned the hotel 
„Westward Ho“*.  Her mother died when she was 11 years old.  Family members 
recall that after completing the Range Convent High School, she and her sister Ann 
intended to become nuns, but their father intervened and brought them back to 
Isisford, where he built them a house, separate from the hotel.    
 
In 1960, long after her husband John Robert Frost died in 1946 in Townsville, Ellen 
moved to Brisbane in with her daughter-in-law Doris (widow of Samuel FROST) and 
Doris’ second husband, Arthur Williams Sr.   -- Arthur’s son, Arthur Jr., married Joyce 
Frost (daughter of John Robert Frost II).  Arthur Williams Sr. and Doris met at Joyce 
and Arthur Jr.’s wedding in 1956 in Sydney and AW then moved to Townsville to live 
in the Frost family house. He worked as a baker.  They both died in Brisbane in the 
late 1970s after spending time in a Catholic hospice. 
 
Father John McDONNELL married Ellen WROY on 28 December 1871 in Tambo. His 
parents were Patrick McDONNELL and Ellen KILLERN – Farmers from Sligo, County 
Sligo, Ireland. 
 
Mother Ellen WROY (WRAY) was the daughter of James WROY and Anne NORTON – 
farmers from Mullinahone, Tipperary, Ireland 
 
 
                                                                                                                                              

 

 

 

Tombstones of Ellen Julia’s parents in Isisford:  
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John Robert (Jack) FROST (2) 

Parents:  John Robert FROST (1) + Ellen Julia McDonnell 
Siblings:  Samuel, William (Bill) 
Born:   27 Sep 1894 in Charleville, QLD 
Died:   28 Dec 1959 in Townsville, QLD.   
Lived in Isisford, Malbon, Townsville 

Married:  Sarah Katherine (Kate or Kitty) Hansen, 23 April 1921 in Cloncurry QLD 
 

Children:   
1. John Robert (Jack) FROST (3) b. 8 Aug 1921 Cloncurry QLD d. 13 Jul 1982 Townsville 
He served in the Australian army in New Guinea 1943-1946) and suffered health issues 
as a result of contracting Malaria.  Jack worked as a carpenter and a wagon builder for 
the Queensland Railways in Hughenden, Townsville and Bowen.  In Bowen, he lived in 
the Grand Hotel, sometimes managed the hotel for the owners. He never married but 
had a had a long-term relationship with a woman in Bowen who inherited his estate 
after he died of kidney failure in Townsville Hospital.   
2. Joyce Evelyn FROST b. 1923 Cloncurry d. 1993 Sydney m. Arthur WILLIAMS Jr. 
 = two sons and one daughter 
3. Ellen Julia FROST 14 August 1925 Cloncurry m. Reginald David John BANNISTER  
      d. 17 September 2009 in Townsville, QLD Townsville Cemetery  
    = four sons and one daughter  
4. William (Billy) Alexander FROST (5) b. 1927 d. 1987 Toowoomba m. Kath  

 
Jack Frost (2) grew up in Malbon and he and his brothers attended Nudgee (Christian 
Brothers) College in Brisbane for secondary schooling.  He and his brothers then worked 
the family farm and mining leases in Western Queensland.   He met and married Sarah 
Catherine (Kitty) Hansen in nearby Cloncurry and all four children were born there.  After 
his wife died in childbirth in 1932, he and the other Frost families moved to Townsville to 
join his father John Robert (1) who had already moved there.  Together with his uncles 
and brothers they operated a Transportation/Cartage Company.  One of the projects was 
to transport rocks/materials for the breakwater construction on the Townsville waterfront 
(Strand).  He later owned a private taxi business until he became ill and entered the 
Townsville Hospital in 1959, where he died.  In his later years he suffered with kidney 
problems and gout. 
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Sarah Katherine (Kitty) HANSEN 
(wife of John Robert 2) 
 

Parents:  Alex HANSEN and Julia KING REID (REED)                             
Born:   12 January 1903 In Cloncurry, QLD 
Died:   8 June 1932 In Cloncurry, QLD (age 29) 
Kitty Hansen Frost died of septicemia/toxemia during the miscarriage of twins. Cloncurry 
Cemetery. 

Lived in Malbon, QLD 

Married:  John Robert (Jack) FROST (2), 1920 In Cloncurry QLD 
Children:  See John Robert (Jack) FROST (2) 

 
Julia’s mother Julia REID (nee KING) operated a „private hotel “in Cloncurry, QLD.  This 
would have been an establishment that provides room and board but does not serve 
alcohol.  Her father, Alex Hansen, a Danish immigrant who worked as a carpenter in 
Cloncurry, is listed as the father on her birth certificate, but they were never married.  
Julia was married to David Alexander REID and they had 5 children together.  REID did not 
die until 1923, so likely they were never divorced, so she could not marry HANSEN.  In 
1909 Julia, now going by her maiden name KING, gave birth to John Benjamin. HANSEN is 
not recorded as the father, but he used HANSEN as his last name.       
                         
                                

Ellen Julia (Nellie) FROST 

Parents:  John Robert (Jack) FROST (2)  
                + Sarah Katherine (Kitty) HANSEN 
Siblings:  Joyce, John Robert (Jack), William (Billy)  
Born:   August 14, 1925 in Cloncurry, QLD 
Died:  17 September 2009 in Townsville, QLD Townsville Cemetery 
Lived in Malbon, Ipswich, Brisbane and Townsville 
 

Married:  Reginald David John BANNISTER  
                  November 17, 1945 in Townsville 
Children:  = four sons and one daughter 
 
Ellen Julia (Nellie) lived most of her life in Townsville QLD where she attended St. Mary’s and later St. Patrick’s College.  
After the war years which were felt in Townsville, Nellie met and married Reginald David BANNISTER, also a Queenslander with 
Irish and English roots.  They had five children and I am the eldest son.  Most of my siblings and their families still live in 
Queensland, except for my brother Rodney, who died in an accident and left behind a young family.  Reg and Nellie had 13 
grandchildren and 13 great grandchildren. Reginald survived Nellie and is celebrating his 97th year in 2022.   

 

NOTE:  Over the years of conducting this family research, we have collected a library of resources.  We owe a debt of 

gratitude to all the researchers who have shared their documents and made them accessible.  The Clare County 

Library documents were especially helpful for discovering the history of the Irish Frost families connected to our 

tree.  Special credit it due to Janet Frost and Flan Enright, the latter whom we discovered is also related to our 

FROSTS. 

Edith and I may be contacted at ebannister@thewiredcity.net for any enquiries. 
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