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Nan Hogan –An Unsung Heroine
By
Martin Bourke

Few, if any, women in Co Clare are remembered for their contribution and sacrifice during
the War of Independence, The Black and Tans campaign and the Civil War, irrespective
of the sides taken. The men are well remembered across the county and rightly so but
that should not exclude the brave women from receiving due recognition.
Annie (Nan) Hogan, of Moyhill, Cratloe, County Clare was an early member of Cumann na
mBan, the women’s organisation founded in 1914 with the aim of advancing the cause
of Irish liberty and is said to be the last member of Cumann na mBan to die during the
Civil War.
Yet sadly she is largely forgotten, unknown and unrecognised even in the parish of Cratloe
where she lived and died.

Portrait of Nan Hogan taken at Egleston Studios, Limerick, 1922
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The 1901 and 1911 Census Forms for the Hogan household in Moyhill, Cratloe. Nan does not appear in
either declaration.
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According to the Register of Births, Nan was actually born in another Hogan home place
in Cahertigue, Rineanna as were her 2 sisters, Margaret and Delia and brother John. The
remaining siblings were born in Moyhill, Cratloe. However home for Nan was in the
townland of Moyhill in the parish of Cratloe which had been in the Hogan family for at
least 4 generations and in the 1911 Census form for England, Nan declared her
birthplace as “Cratloe, Co Clare.”

Registration of the Birth of Annie Hogan – No. 14

The Hogan homestead at Cahertigue, Rineanna. The location is now occupied by a
runway at Shannon Airport.
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She was born into a republican family on 6th May 1887, some accounts incorrectly state
1888 or 1889 and even 1899. Nan was one of 13 children of whom 8 survived. Her father,
John suffered with mental health issues and died young at 46 years of age leaving his
widow Annie (née Ryan) to rear the family and manage three farms, 2 in Cratloe, one in
Moyhill and one in Carrowmore, and the third farm in Cahertigue, Newmarket on Fergus.
Nan was aged 11.

Nan’s mother a native of Murroe, Co. Limerick must have had a difficult life coping with
her husband’s illness, early death in 1898 and having to bury 8 of her offspring, Michael
at 37 years, Ellen at 15, Nan at 37, Louis at 29, Lillie at 6 and 3 infants, John, Patrick and
Josephine. She herself passed away in 1927 at the age of 67 years.

Undoubtedly she was a formidable and industrious woman with a cottage industry of
producing butter which she had transported by train to the food markets in Dublin. Of
her 5 daughters 4 went on to qualify as teachers. Nan no doubt derived her grit and
determination from her mother’s strength of character.
Nan Hogan was an independent woman. A military marching drill was organised for the
East Clare Brigade of the IRA in the vicinity of Sixmilebridge, Co Clare. She defied the
officer commanding the IRA volunteers when he refused her permission to participate
and so she conducted her own parade of Cumann na mBan members.

Cumann na mBan members marching and protesting.
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As an independent organisation, Cumann na mBan had its own command structure and
Nan Hogan was not going to be unreasonably bullied.
On the night of the 1901 census there are 6 Hogans listed in the Cratloe homestead,
Head of Family: Annie, aged 43, her sons Michael aged 23, and who for a time studied
for the priesthood in the Diocesan Seminary in Thurles, Co Tipperary before emigrating
to America and settling in Swift Current, Saskatchewan, Canada where he died in 1915.
Two other brothers were present, Thomas aged 20 and the youngest brother, Louis
aged 10, together with daughters Kathleen aged 9 and Lily aged 6. There are 2 servants
also listed, William Cavanagh aged 35 and Thomas Bourke aged 20 years.
Nan’s brother, Tom inherited the 178 acre farm at Cahertigue which was later acquired
in part by the Irish State and where subsequently Shannon Airport was built. Tom Hogan
had an illustrious career. Tom became Adjutant, East Clare Brigade I.R.A., Vice Chairman
Clare County Council and President of East Clare Sinn Fein. Tom had 3 children, Louis the
eldest became the Irish Army Chief of Staff in 1981 to 1984. Another son, Jack, who was
Nan’s godson farmed at Cahetigue, Newmarket on Fergus and subsequently farmed in
Feakle, Co. Clare, following the development of Shannon Airport. Jack was also a
prominent hurler in the county and had a passion for horses. On his retirement he
returned to Newmarket on Fergus where he died in 2013 aged 91. Jack was the historian
in the family and is the primary source for information on his aunt, Nan Hogan.
The farm at Moyhill comprising 44 acres was to pass to Louis but tragedy intervened.
The land at Carrowmore of 11 acres and about 3 miles south of Sixmilebridge was sold
and passed from the Hogan family.

A Family Wedding
Photograph taken on the
23rd June 1920 at Ivy
House, Clonmoney. Tom
Hogan, Nan’s brother, is
second from the left in the
middle row with sister
Katty on extreme right of
middle row. Nan is
identified in the back row.
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Eamon De Valera attends an I.R.A march past at Glenwood, Sixmilebridge.

Nan Hogan was not present in Moyhill, Cratloe on census night 1901 and surprisingly
no record of her attendance at Cratloe National School has been located. Further
research is required to establish where she received her Primary level education.
There is a suggestion in a local newspaper that she was a boarder in the Faithful
Companion of Jesus (FCJ) Convent, Bunclody, Co. Wexford. Following an organised local
history talk on Nan Hogan to 6th class in Cratloe National School in June 2021, the class
with their teacher, Aaron Carroll tracked Nan Hogan and her sister Delia both boarders
to St Mary’s Convent in the parish of Newtownbarry and townland of Ballinpark near
Enniscorty, Co. Wexford on census night 1901.
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Annie Hogan listed in the 1901 Census of Ireland at Boarding School in Bunclody Co.
Wexford. Her sister Delia is also listed above her.
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There was already a connection with the convent in Enniscorthy, Nan’s eldest sister,
Margaret (1882 -1965) had entered the FCJ’s in Enniscorthy in July 1900 and became a
Novice the following year in Laurel Hill, Limerick. Mother Placida as she was known in
religion spent almost her entire teaching life in the U.K. principally teaching History and
Mathematics in the greater Manchester area.
We now know that in 1904 -5 Nan Hogan was attending University College Sheffield in
England and for a period studied at the University of Cambridge and was awarded a
prestigious certificate as evidence of diligent study of the great English Poets,
Shakespeare, Wordsworth, Coleridge and Tennyson. Nan Hogan transferred to Salford
Training College in 1906 and graduated as a Certified Teacher on 1st August 1908 by the
British Board of Education. Part of her training required her to complete a year’s service
in Elementary School and this was endorsed on 14th July 1910.

The 1911 census puts her at St. Gabriel’s Convent & Orphanage of Mercy, 4 Marine Hill,
Clevedon, Somerset, England and her occupation is listed as ‘Teacher’.
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It is believed that Nan returned to Ireland in 1914 and worked for a time in Dublin under
her brother in law who was a school Principal.
Her command of English was excellent as evidenced in her letters home in which she
articulates the cruel and demeaning conditions she and her fellow prisoners were being
subjected to in Dublin prisons. Nan’s handwriting is well developed and would be described
as having character.
Her active involvement with the republican movement began after the 1916 Easter Rising.
The parishes of Cratloe, Parteen and Meelick in Co Clare were part of the 2nd Battalion, East
Clare Brigade, Cumann na mBan. Nan Hogan was President of the Battalion in addition to
being Captain of the Cratloe Branch. By 1917 Nan was Officer Commanding the East Clare
Brigade of Cumann na mBan and was recognised as a senior woman in Munster involved
in sheltering IRA men by organising safe houses, gun running and it is reported famously
transporting a wounded IRA volunteer to Limerick in a hearse during the Tan War.

A map from the witness Statements of the Bureau of Military History where John McNamara (Moyhill)
details the five ambush sites in Cratloe during the War of Independence.

A hand written account also exists of an IRA attack on 18th November 1920 on a group of
British soldiers guarding a Royal Airforce plane that had crash-landed in a field adjoining
Punch’s Quarry in Cratloe. The aircraft was armed with a machinegun and ammunition
which the IRA were determined to capture. The soldiers lit an open fire near the crashed
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aircraft thus giving their position away to the IRA Volunteers. Private Alfred Speckman was
killed at the crash-site and Private Maurice Robins was also shot and died some time later
in Fermoy Military Hospital.
One of the IRA volunteers, Sean O’Halloran was wounded in the back of the neck and Nan
Hogan came forward to assist. Using the family pony and trap she set out for Limerick
accompanied by a friend Sheila Coghlan from Castleconnell.
With widespread military road blocks in place following the attack, they were soon
stopped. Pretending the wounded volunteer was Nan’s brother she convincingly
persuaded the military that her ‘brother’ was so drunk he had better not be disturbed,
“he’s soused”.

They managed to get the injured volunteer into the County Infirmary Hospital, Mulgrave
Street in Limerick where he was successfully treated.
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With her family, Nan Hogan repudiated the Anglo Irish Treaty and opposed the Free
State. Her home at Moyhill House, Moyhill, Cratloe, a short distance from Bunratty
Castle was a critical safe house for IRA Volunteers and even was used as a place of
detention for a brief period when British Brigadier General Cuthbert H.T. Lucas was
taken prisoner by the IRA while salmon angling on the Blackwater River in north Cork.
Interestingly there are varying accounts of General Lucas’ capture and imprisonment.
One account excludes any involvement of the Hogan’s of Cratloe or the Corbett’s of
Bunratty. He was escorted up through Limerick county and across the Shannon estuary
to Cratloe, held in Hogan’s for a week, moved to Corbett’s, then onto Brennan’s in
Smithstown and later moved to Hasting’s in Tullyvarraga.

Brigadier General Lucas seated on the chair.

By all accounts Lucas was an affable character who got on well with his captors and who
famously stated "he was treated as a gentleman by gentlemen”. His keep was proving costly
particularly his fondness for whiskey and he was eventually permitted to escape and return
to his wife who was expecting their child. An alternate account that appears more realistic
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is that his daughter was expecting a baby. It is probable that a British officer of that rank
would be too difficult to keep hidden and for what purpose? It was either execute or release
him. His captors took the latter action and brought him back across the Shannon River to
Castleconnell, Co Limerick and allowed his escape. The escapade had the hallmark of an
unauthorised operation. Interestingly Lucas never divulged any meaningful information
about his captors during subsequent debriefing sessions.

Following the Soloheadbeg ambush in Co
Tipperary, the first sortie in the War of
Independence, Dan Breen, Sean Treacy
and Sean Hogan (no relation) hid up for a
time in Nan Hogan’s home. The extent of
the Hogan homes being safe houses only
became apparent in the 1950’s with the
rural electrification scheme. During the
wiring of one of the homesteads for
electricity, secret chambers storing
firearms and a false room in the attic
were revealed.

In the autumn of 1922 a Republican escape attempt by prisoners was foiled in Limerick
Prison. The attempt involved digging a tunnel under the prison wall. A group of Cumann na
mBan women including Nan Hogan were outside ready to assist the escapees. The women
were arrested and Nan Hogan was imprisoned without trial in Kilmainham Gaol. It was on
this occasion that Nan was humiliated by being subjected to a strip search. She objected
and made a formal type-written complaint to the officer commanding. The justification
offered by the authorities was that some IRA volunteers had dressed as women and
priests.
The family home in Moyhill, Cratloe passed to Nan Hogan on the untimely death of
her younger brother, Louis. Louis Hogan was an active member of the IRA Volunteers and
served as a protector or bodyguard for Eamon de Valera particularly on his visits to Co
Clare. Louis was arrested and imprisoned in Cork Prison on 7th November 1917 for
military drilling in Cratloe.
He received a temporary release but failed to return to Cork Prison on the expiry of the
release note. Instead he retreated home to a great reception and resumed his military
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activities. While engaged in an ambush in Co Waterford, Louis Hogan was shot and seriously
wounded in March 1918.
Despite his strong commitment to the Republican cause, Louis did not die in any action for
the cause but tragically lost his life in a drowning accident at Bunratty in front of his mother
and girlfriend, Agnes Leslie on 27th August 1919 aged 28 years. He is buried in the Hogan
family plot in Drumline cemetery, Newmarket on Fergus.

In the book “The Time Of The Tans” there is an account by a comrade of Nan’s arrest.
The comrade states “Nan Foley (Hogan’s married name) was arrested …. “ This
represents one of the very few references to Nan Hogan being married.
The church and civil records show that Nan Hogan married Timothy Foley from
Ballinahinch, Newport, Co Tipperary in St John’s Church, Cratloe on 27th February 1924.
The Parish Priest, Fr Charles McCarthy was the officiating pastor. The Church certificate
of marriage states the bridesmaid was Kathleen Curran, Manchester (daughter of
Nan’s sister Delia then aged 11) and Michael Foley was best-man. It is reported that
Timothy Foley brought with him a marriage dowry to the Moyhill homestead and this
became an issue after such a brief period of marriage following Nan’s death. A reexchange of the homestead for the dowry did not materialise and Tim Foley
subsequently remarried and continued to live in Moyhill House for a number of years.
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With Nan’s marriage, her mother moved into Limerick and took up residence with her
daughter Kathleen (Katty) Coghlan who lived at “Erinagh” on Farranshone Road off
Thomondgate and not far from the Treaty Stone, Limerick in a house built in 1915 by
Katty’s father in law.
Katty Coghlan with her husband Jack, had 3 children, 2 girls and a boy. Their son Séan
was infact Nan’s closest blood relative, a nephew, who was born there. Sean became
a Jesuit priest and spent most of his missionary life in Hong Kong. He died on 2nd
September 2021.
Sean’s father, Jack Coghlan worked in the Post Office and was a facilitator in moving mail
clandestinely in support of the cause even exchanges of mail between General Lucas and
his family, no doubt at huge risk to himself.

Reverting to the account of Nan’s arrest, the arrest is placed in Ennis, Co. Clare during a
military operation to arrest and detain Eamon de Valera by Free State Forces. Nan was
also arrested, charged with obstruction of Free State Forces and imprisoned in
Kilmainham Goal in February 1923. At the end of April 1923 she and a number of others
were cleared out in what became known as the “Kilmainham Tortures” and brutally
moved to another prison, The North Dublin Union. Being found guilty of obstruction
amounted to a criminal charge. This was to have a profound effect on Nan Hogan’s
future life.
Nan Hogan was adamant that she was not a criminal but a political prisoner or a prisoner
of war and was so determined to be recognised as such, she was prepared to pay for
that principle with her life. While in prison in Kilmainham Gaol, Nan shared a cell with
Grace Gifford, a prominent Irish artist and republican and the widow of Joseph Mary
Plunkett one of the signatories to the 1916 Proclamation. She became the subject of the
much loved ballad “Grace” written in 1985 by the brothers Sean and Frank O’Meara and
covered by singers Jim McCann and latterly by Rod Stewart.
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While in prison in 1923 Grace Gifford created an ink drawing of the prison chapel where
she and Joseph Plunkett married 7 years earlier and presented it to her cellmate, Nan
Hogan. Under the actual drawing Grace Gifford has written:
“drawn for Nan Hogan of Cratloe: by Mrs Joseph Plunkett: Kilmainham 1923”.
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The drawing is framed on a pane of glass taken from a cell window in Kilmainham Goal.
The treasured gift is a measure of the esteem Nan Hogan was held in by her peers.
Another inmate at the time was Mary MacSwiney, sister of the Lord Mayor of Cork,
Terence MacSwiney who had died after 74 days on hunger strike in October 1920.
In March 1923 and in pursuit of her principle, Nan went on the first of her two hunger
strikes. Why she came off hunger strike and went back on it later in the year, is as yet
unclear. Hunger strike was seen as an effective weapon against the Authorities.

Transcript of a letter written by Nan Hogan to her mother during her internment at North Dublin
Union Internment Camp on 5th May 1923.
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Following the second period on hunger strike, Nan Hogan’s health deteriorated alarmingly
and she was released from prison in a very emaciated state into the care of her family in
Cratloe in September 1923.
Nan Hogan was dead within 10 months.
The Death Certificate gives the date of death as 29th June 1924.
The cause of death and duration of illness:
“Hyperemesis Gravidarum / 3 months / Heart Failure / Certified”.
Hyperemesis Gravidarum is a complication of pregnancy and no doubt would have been
aggravated and severely compromised by the effects of her hunger strikes. A report
surprisingly states “she was buried in an unmarked grave at Drumline’s old cemetery”.

Yet the Clare Champion of 12th July
1924 reported that “without
exaggeration the cortege was 3 miles
long, close on 200 motors forming
part of the procession” to the burial
in Drumline.
Because she was ‘sent home to
Cratloe to die’ Nan Hogan’s death
was reported as from ‘natural causes’
and no facility existed to recognise
the sacrifice she made for a cause she
strongly supported and firmly
believed in and which contributed to
her early death.
Nan Hogan was just 37 years of age.
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Register of Deaths
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A handwritten letter of sympathy to Nan Hogan’s mother. It is believed that Mrs. Woodall was Nan’s
landlady in Dublin for a time.
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“24 Eccles St.
Dublin.

July 24th 1924.

My Dear Mrs Hogan,
I was horrified to hear about your terrible loss and hasten to send you all my love and
sympathy. I can hardly believe that that dear clever, bright girl is gone from us and so soon
after her marriage. Prison did its dreadful work. But for that you would probably have had
your dear daughter with you to the end to help and uphold you. I am sorry and grieved for
you from the very depth of my heart. I am also deeply sorry for myself as I liked Nan ever so
much. She was one of the nicest, finest, cleverest girls I ever met. I will miss her always.
Even De Valera’s release and coming visit to Clare will hardly cheer you now and it would have
been such a source of joy & triumph to her had she been spared.
I have just written to Mrs McMahon. It is a great and terrible blow to you all.
Please give Mrs Coughlan (Katty) my love and deep sympathy too.
Believe me,
Yours in deep sympathy,
Mrs Woodall.
P.S. The Brennans can be proud of themselves now
Mićeál - I mean”

A typed transcript of Mrs. Woodall’s letter.
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While in prison Nan wrote a short poem which she regularly quoted when signing the
Autograph Books of fellow inmates:
“Here’s to the men who fighting fell
Here’s to the men who died
A dawnlight pale in Kilmainham jail
With a martyr’s smile of pride”
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Selection of pages from Nan Hogan’s autograph book.
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Cratloe now honours Annie (Nan) Hogan. Deserved recognition at last as we approach
the centenary of her death.
-No Longer Unsung.

Memorial erected in Nan Hogan’s honour at St. John’s National School, Cratloe, Co. Clare
20/05/2022
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