PEG (MARGARET) BARRETT (1904-1978)
BORN:

Peg (Margaret) Barrett DIED: Fairview, Ennis

POSITION:

Cumann na mBan Member

PORTRAIT BY MARIE CONNOLE
Peg Barrett is presented wearing a Cumann na mBan uniform surrounded by a gold border. Clover
and pink wood sorrel plants are set against a yellow background, reflecting her youth.

BIO: Peg Barrett came from Darragh and was born into
a family strongly influenced by the cultural, political
and revolutionary movements taking place in Ireland.
Peg’s brothers and sisters were all involved in the MidClare Brigade. Her brother Frank was master of Ennis
Workhouse and the Officer Commanding of Mid-Clare
Brigade, Joseph was the Commandant of the Active
Service Unit and John was involved in the Howth Gun
Running.
The Barrett sisters joined Cumann na mBan, the women’s
organization which supported the Irish Volunteers
throughout the War of Independence and Civil War. Peg
was a member of Ballyea A Company of the 2nd Battalion
of the Mid Clare Brigade during the War of Independence
and engaged in routine activities including collecting
funds, organising dances, attending First Aid lectures and
carrying dispatches (messages).
Peg was still attending school at the beginning of the
War of Independence. Her older sisters would have
already been active and Peg herself recounts that she
delivered messages to and from Brigade Headquarters
nightly, attended to the needs of prisoners and assisted
the Active Service Unit (ASU) prior to and post ambushes
including Tiermaclane (May 1920), Ennis (June 1920),
Rinneen (September 1920), Monreal (December 1920)
and Darragh Ambush (May 1921).

IRREPRESSIBLE WOMEN, A REFLECTIVE
AND NON-PARTISAN ART PROJECT
‘Irrepressible Women of Clare’ are portraits exploring
the perspectives of five women who lived during
Ireland’s Revolutionary Years (1913-1923). Artist Marie
Connole worked with historian Brian Spring, military
archives, newspaper reports, books and where
possible, relatives of the women.
The project is accompanied by the online video
‘Irrepressible Women of Clare’.
Commissioned in 2021 for the Decade of Centenaries
Arts Projects by Clare County Council with the
support of the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts,
Gaeltacht, Sport and Media under the Community
Strand of the Decade of Centenaries Programme.
For more about the project visit:

www.marieconnole.com

Of one particular dispatch that she was asked to bring
from Ennis to Limerick by train, she recalls:
‘I was told whatever would happen I was not to let it [the
message] into enemy hands. I was to eat it or burn it…
an officer had seen me get on the train and I knew he’d
phone Limerick. It was a nerve-wracking journey. As I got
off the train an officer walked up to me and said, “You’ll
be held.” They sat me down but their attention was called
elsewhere. And like a flash I was gone through the crowd.
I slipped into a shop, went under the counter, out through
the kitchen and over a wall. Eventually, I got down William
Street and who should I bump into but another officer
whom I knew from Ennis. He was always asking me out for
a date... I told him I had a message to get in a shop at the
top of William Street. I knew my dispatch would be taken
care of… the officer in question escorted me to the shop
where I delivered the dispatch. What a relief it was to be
rid of it. I have to say I enjoyed the irony.’
After an IRA attack in April 1921 on O’Shaughnessy’s
public house in Ennis, Peg and her family were harassed
and her home, the Clare Hotel (O’Connell Street) and her
aunt’s home, the Old Ground Hotel, were destroyed by
British forces in reprisal.
Peg and her family participated in the planning and
arrangements for President Éamon de Valera’s visit to
Clare during the Civil War. On 15 August 1923 de Valera
gave a speech in Ennis. He was shielded from Free State
gunfire by some of the women from the Barrett family
who were on the podium.
Peg would go on to become a Clerical Officer at the
Courthouse in Ennis. She is fondly remembered by her
family and described as ‘hard-working and diligent’.
Peg’s personal statements reveal the extent to which
women working in Cumann na mBan were involved in the
independence movement. Peg was proud of their efforts
and determined that they would not be forgotten. On the
Golden Jubilee Commemoration of the Easter Rising in
1966, Peg marched across the Club Bridge in Ennis with
fellow Cumann na mBan members to the 1916 Memorial
on Abbey Street.

ARTIST
Marie Connole is an award-winning Artist and Teacher
whose research-based art explores folklore, history and
storytelling. She has exhibited at the Irish Arts Center
New York, NUI Galway, Trinity College Dublin, Eva
International Limerick and Tulca.
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