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Introduction
The booklet was created to remember the events that occurred during the War of
Independence in Ireland and in particular in the Tulla area from 1916 to 1922. During
that time, several British military regiments occupied the Tulla workhouse where they
resided using the workhouse building as well as the Tulla courthouse as their military
and command headquarters for county Clare.

The site of the Tulla workhouse building had always been associated with a sad and
tragic past for many Tulla families whose ancestors went into the workhouse during the
Famine years and later for those who were treated thereafter where it was used as a
community hospital. It was this building that was converted in 1916 into a military
command headquarters by the British military for County Clare during the War of
Independence.

The events discussed within the booklet occurred primarily in 1920 and 1921. It was
during these two years that house burnings, property damage, stopping of fairs were
most prevalent in Tulla. The booklet is not intended to be an exhaustive discussion of
all events that occurred within the area, but it deals specifically with those that
occurred in Tulla parish. It is hoped that this booklet will be a starting point for future
historians in local historical research.

The booklet is divided into four parts:

The first article gives a brief history of Tulla workhouse. The Tulla workhouse was the
building which was used by the British military from 1916 until 1922.

The second article gives the history and detail of the British and Scottish military
regiments that occupied the Tulla Workhouse during the War of Independence to 4
February 1922.

The third and fourth articles discuss the various events that occurred during this time
period but particularly in the years of 1920 and 1921 in Tulla.

The booklet was funded by the Clare County Council Decade of Centenaries
Committee and sincere thanks for their support.

Sincere thanks to Captain Stephen Kelly, (ret.) who provided the article on the military
occupation of the Tulla workhouse. Stephen is a second year PhD researcher at Mary
Immaculate College, Limerick.

Jane Halloran Ryan is the author of the articles on the Tulla workhouse and the events
that occurred in Tulla and noted within this booklet. She is a fourth year PhD
researcher at Mary Immaculate College, Limerick.
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Sincere thanks to Micheál O’Ruairc for his assistance with local historical events and
sincere thanks to Peter Beirne, Local Studies Centre for his assistance and expertise.

Sincere thanks to Diarmaid Murphy and the Tulla Pipe Band for the photo of the
Lancashire drum, and thanks to the National Archives, UK for their permission to use
the 18th Brigade Proclamation No. 41 Poster.

It is hoped that this booklet will remind all readers of the many sacrifices and difficulties
that the people of Tulla faced in order to achieve independence under difficult
circumstances 100 years ago.

Jane Halloran Ryan

Tulla Reaching Out Committee

Photos of Kiltannon House, Tulla townlands map and Tulla map are all used courtesy of Clare County Library.
Tulla workhouse and workhouse entrance are privately owned.
Lancashire drum photo is courtesy of the author.
Kiltannon Bridge photo is courtesy of Cameron Sage.
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A Brief History of Tulla Workhouse
The Tulla Workhouse building was located in the townland of Garruragh in Tulla civil
parish. It was originally constructed in 1851 shortly after the Poor Law Union of Tulla
was created.¹ This poor law union was created due to the severe distress and
suffering that resulted from the
Famine years in Tulla. The
Famine caused a 21%
decrease in the population as
a result of starvation and
emigration from the parish of
Tulla. In 1841, the population of
Tulla was 8,748 inhabitants
with thriving artisan industries
and a variety of shops. In 1851,
the population had dropped to
6,760 inhabitants and almost all of its 70 townlands had suffered population loss with
the exception of the village of Tulla where many families crowded into in the hopes of
finding employment and food.²

Prior to the Tulla Union being formed, those inhabitants of Tulla who were unable to
care for themselves due to the famine were sent into either Ennis Workhouse or Scariff
Workhouse depending in which side of the parish that they resided. The creation of
the Union required that a workhouse facility was to be built in the parish to ease the
burden of both Ennis and Scariff which were buckling under the numbers contained
within each workhouse at the time.

The Tulla Union consisted of a number of areas outside of the civil parish of Tulla and it
contained townlands from part of the civil parishes of Clooney/Quin, Inchicronan,
Feakle, Killuran, and Clonlea.³

A fever hospital had been in operation in the early 1840s in nearby Garruragh Castle
which was used to care for the cholera outbreaks which had occurred throughout the
1830s and 1840s in the area. This building was later used to also accommodate the
poor and distressed residents and it was known as the Scariff Union Auxiliary
Workhouse until the creation of the Tulla Poor Law Union and then until the Tulla
Workhouse building was constructed and finally finished in 1852. For several years
after, there were two buildings operating under the workhouse system in Tulla until
such time as the fever hospital was closed.

By Jane Halloran Ryan M.A.
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After the worst effects of the Famine were over, the Tulla Workhouse continued to
operate not only as a workhouse but also as a community hospital. A doctor and other
medical staff performed surgery and tended to those within the Union who were
unwell. In addition, for some residents who were admitted to the Workhouse, they
remained there as permanent residents. It was here where they continued to reside.

Unfortunately, records for the workhouse were destroyed in a fire at Scariff Workhouse
in the early 1921.⁴ However, there were a number of residents within the workhouse
who were enumerated in the 1901 Census. These men, women and children
numbered 121 persons and they ranged in age from 1 year old to 90 years old.⁵

In 1907, due to the overcrowding which was occurring in the Ennis Workhouse, it was
decided to amalgamate Scariff and Tulla workhouses and to remove the Tulla residents
to Scariff. This was done and the plan was to convert the Tulla Workhouse into an
auxiliary asylum. This plan was discussed at length from 1907 onwards by the Clare
local authorities who had plans drawn up for this purpose. However, the asylum was
never brought to plan as noted in the Limerick Leader in 1914, the British Government
took over the Tulla Workhouse for the purpose of using it as a military hospital for
wounded soldiers during World War I.

Once the British government gained possession of the building, they were then able to
move military regiments into the area after the Easter Rising.

After the British military withdrew from the Tulla Workhouse building, it remained
vacant for a number of years.

In the 1960s, the building was
demolished and the stones were
used to repair roads.

Today the field where the
workhouse once stood is used
for agricultural purposes. The
only remnant of the workhouse is
a gate pier.

1 https://www.workhouses.org.uk/Tulla/ Accessed 1 January 2023.
2 The Census of Ireland for the year 1851. Part I. Showing the area, population and number of houses by

townlands and electoral divisions. County of Clare. 42 [1552], H.C. 1852-53, xci., 383, 424.
3 List of Tulla Union Eds. https://www.workhouses.org.uk/Tulla/ Accessed 1 January 2023.
4 Michael O’Gorman, A Pride of Paper Tigers (Tuamgraney, 1994), p. 76.
5 Census of Ireland, 1901, Garruragh townland, Garruragh DED, House 25.1 Form E. www.census.

nationalarchives.ie Accessed 1 January 2023.
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Tulla Workhouse and
the British Military, 1919-1922.
Introduction

Tulla Workhouse was built in 1851 to accommodate the poor and destitute of the Tulla
Union. The architect, George Wilkinson was employed by the Poor Law
Commissioners and designed at least four other workhouses at Castlecomer,
Clonakilty, Urlingford, and Mitchelstown. The Workhouse was situated a short distance
to the east of Tulla on a four-acre site and could accommodate up to 500 inmates. The
buildings were made of stone and were surrounded by a perimeter wall.¹ The first
known involvement of the British military in Tulla Workhouse was reported in the
Limerick Leader, 16 September 1914, at a meeting of the Clare Asylum Committee
when it was stated that the military had taken over the workhouse. The intended use of
the workhouse was not clear, but the paper reported it was to be used as a hospital for
wounded soldiers or a possible prison camp for captured Germans.² The workhouse
had effectively been closed since 1908 and plans to turn it into an Asylum had been
discussed. On 26 February 1918 Brigadier General Charles Burnett (6th Cyclist Brigade)
the Competent Military Authority in Clare issued a proclamation declaring a Special
Military Area for the County of Clare. The reason given for the issue of the
proclamation was that a state of lawlessness existed within the county. Effectively the
county was placed under martial law. Tulla Workhouse during this period was used as a
garrison for troops involved in policing the Special Military Area.

During Irish War of Independence (1919-1921) the workhouse was used to
accommodate troops and acted as a staging post for military in County Clare. The role
of the military in Tulla during the Irish War of Independence poses many questions.
What was extent of the military involvement in the conflict? Who was involved and
what were their experiences? An examination of the primary source material held in
British archives, regimental journals, personal diaries, and written material on the
conflict in County Clare have been critically examined to answer these questions.

The military units who served in Tulla

In April of 1918 Tulla Workhouse was occupied by 2/3rd Battalion, Scottish Horse
regiment. The battalion was commanded by Lieut-Colonel W.E. Varley, whose
headquarters was located at Tulla. The battalion was part of the 8th Cyclist Brigade.
The brigade was made up of three cyclist battalions, the 2/2nd (Lahinch) and 2/1st
(Killaloe and Limerick).³ The brigade H.Q. was located at the Strand Barracks Limerick.

By Stephen Kelly, M.A.
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Most of the troops were from the Dunkeld area of Scotland. The units were originally
formed in 1914 as yeomanry units, 19th Mounted Brigade. In July 1916, the classification
of the units changed from yeomanry to cyclist battalions with the creation of the 8th
Cyclist Brigade (November 1916). All three battalions were classed as home service
battalions (1916) (service in Ireland was classed as home service).

In February 1919, one company of the 2/3rd Battalion was located at Tulla. The troop’s
role in Tulla was to support the Royal Irish Constabulary in maintaining law and order.
The shooting dead of two R.I.C. officers by the Irish Volunteers at Soloheadbeg in
January 1919 was the start of an escalation of violence in the Irish War of
Independence. The R.I.C., a lightly armed police force, as representatives of the crown,
were now being singled out by the Irish Volunteers as legitimate targets. In Tulla, the
Scottish Horse assisted the R.I.C. in carrying out searches of houses and districts for
arms, men on the run, and seditious documents. As part of the British armies
restructuring and demobilization of war time units in September 1919 the 8th Cyclist
Brigade was recalled from Ireland. At Tulla, the Scottish Horse was replaced by a
detachment of the 2nd Battalion Royal Welch Fusiliers (R.W.F). The R.W.F. were
commanded by Lieut-Colonel O. De. L. Williams, H.Q. New Barracks Limerick, with
detachments at Killaloe, Ennis, and Tulla. Between October 1919 and January 1920, the
role of the 2nd Battalion R.W.F. continued in the support and protection of the R.I.C.

In January 1920, the workhouse was occupied by a company of the 2nd Battalion
Highland Light Infantry, (nick named ‘hell’s last issue’). The H.Q. was located at Ennis
and the officer commanding the unit was Lieut-Colonel John Grahame. The Unit had
detachments at Tulla, Gort, Killaloe, Lisdoonvarna, Scariff and Corrofin. The battalion
suffered the loss of eight soldiers during its stay in County Clare.⁴ None of these
deaths were related to the conflict in Ireland. On 9 March 1920, the Highland Light
Infantry was redeployed to other locations in County Clare and replaced at Tulla by ‘B’
Company, 1st Battalion Oxford & Buckinghamshire Light Infantry regiment under the
command of Captain W.E.C. Terry. This company was only at Tulla for a month when it
was replaced by ‘A’ Squadron, 10th Royal Hussars (Calvary). The commanding officer of
the 10th Royal Hussars was Lieut-Colonel Archibald George Seymour. The unit
headquarters was located at Ennis (Ordnance House and the prison) and ‘B’ Squadron
at Limerick (New Barracks). The 10th Hussars remained in Tulla until 17 October 1920
and were involved in many large scale roundups and search operations carried out in
County Clare between May and October 1919.⁵ On 17 October 1920, ‘A’ squadron
departed Tulla Workhouse for the Curragh Military Camp. Eight months later ‘A’
Squadron when returning from Belfast to the Curragh (after preforming a ceremonial
escort duty for King George ‘V’ at the official opening of the new Northern Ireland
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Parliament), the train in which they were travelling was derailed by the removal of rail
tracks and the explosion of two bombs under the carriages. The attack was carried out
by the I.R.A. and took place two miles north of Adavoyle train station. The explosion
caused widespread damage and a number of fatalities. ‘A’squadron suffered the
deaths of three troopers and 51 horses.⁶

On 17 October 1920, D’ Company, 1st Battalion Oxford and Buckinghamshire Light
Infantry regiment (O.B.L.I), under the command of Major G.E. Whitall, was posted to the
workhouse in Tulla. Accompanying this detachment was Lieutenant John Basil Jarvis.
Jarvis was a platoon commander and intelligence officer for the 1st Battalion O.B.L.I.
regiment. Jarvis was responsible for the collection of a large amount of information on
known and suspected republicans in Limerick and Clare. During his stay in Ireland, he
kept a personal diary of his experiences and events. He wrote ‘Tulla not much of a
place, detachment quartered in condemned workhouse and the water supply is
defective’. Jarvis, who owned a motorbike, wrote of his travels around the countryside
and gave details of meetings with Head Constable Hillard and District Inspector
McMahon. Jarvis wrote of many patrols and searches in the surrounding districts. He
wrote of his visits to Feakle, Scariff and Bodyke. Jarvis spoke of visits to Father Hayes,
a local priest, who he says was threatened by republicans for his association with the
military and slept in the church in fear of attack.⁷ Jarvis also wrote of cattle having been
confiscated and impounded in the workhouse grounds. He wrote of two privates he
placed in the guardroom in Tulla for looting in Scariff.⁸ Another valuable resource when
trying to understand the experiences of the troops in Tulla can be found in the
Regimental Chronicle of the O.B.L.I., ⁹

The workhouse was decrepit and dirty; the local natives were also dirty, and a very great
deal might be written about them, for the district was very large, and the Regiment tour of
duty became a kaleidoscope of tragedy and comedy, one soon learnt that the charming
civility and friendliness that one met with everywhere was but a cloak to the most cowardly
brutality imaginable, and that the peasants ability in lying was only impaired by their inability
to lie convincingly. The work at Tulla was hard, but interesting; the day’s work starting any

time of the day or night and ending to any time the next day or
night, Many local friendships were formed with people, some
loyal, others whose desire was to stand well with the party in
power.

Figure, 1.1: John Basil Jarvis Oxford and Buckinghamshire Light
Infantry regiment, Jarvis was mayor of Southwold Town from
1963-1965.

Source; Courtesy of Southwold Town Council, Town Hall Market
Place Southwold, IP18 6EF
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In December 1920, with the rise in violence and the shooting dead of 17 Auxiliaries at
Kilmichael in County Cork, the Lord Lieutenant Lord French declared a state of Martial
law in the counties of Limerick, Kerry, Cork and Tipperary. The counties of Clare,
Kilkenny. Wexford and Waterford were added in January 1921. This changed the role of
the army who were now responsible for enforcing the law and order. In the early part of
1921, the military increased the level of its counterinsurgency measures with
widespread drives and searches throughout County Clare. On 15 February 1921, two
officers and twenty other ranks from Tulla assisted a large force from Limerick in a
roundup of the Cratloe woods for I.R.A. suspects with nil results. On 10 March,
C’Company in Tulla was involved in a two-day drive in County Clare. These searches
involved many of the troops from Tulla. One such search at Coolreagh bog in June
1921 resulted in the arrest of several republicans.¹⁰

Death of Lance-Corporal Mark Hudson

The Freemans Journal, reported on 15 June 1921 that Lance-Corporal Mark Hudson
when returning to Tulla Workhouse with the members of his cyclist patrol in the hours
of darkness on 12 June 1921 was shot by an R.I.C. sentry on duty at Tulla R.I.C. station in
a case of mistaken identity. The sentry assumed that the patrol was a bunch of rebels
and opened fire killing Lance-Corporal Hudson (24). The patrol was one of many such
patrols carried out by troops to round up any suspicious characters and prevent the
digging of trenches. Hudson was buried with full military honours at the Kings Island
Military Cemetery, Limerick.

Death of Lieutenant Richard Warren

The only known fatality sustained by the military at Tulla because of I.R.A. activity
occurred on 28 June 1921. A foot patrol of eleven men under the command of
Lieutenant Richard Warren (24), was ambushed by the I.R.A. The patrol had been sent
out to prevent rebels from digging road trenches and felling trees. This was a tactic
used by the I.R.A. to slow down and prevent the movement of crown forces. It was on
the return journey at 2.00 a.m. in the morning that Lieutenant Warren’s patrol
encountered a man standing in the centre of the road at Fortanne Cross (the ambush
became known as the ‘Four Roads Ambush’).¹¹ The man standing in the centre of the
road is believed to have been Commandant Mattie McGrath, battalion commander of
the 6th Battalion, East Clare Brigade.¹² The I.R.A. had lay in wait for the patrol as part of
a planned ambush. The I.R.A. units involved in the ambush were the Active Service
Unit of the 6th Battalion, I.R.A. East Clare Brigade, and some members of the local 5th
battalion (approximate two sections).¹³ The I.R.A. party was lined up on both sides of
the road hidden behind two walls. Lieutenant Warren approached the man on the road
and at point blank range he was shot in the stomach. Almost immediately the
republicans hidden behind the wall opened fire on the patrol injuring two more
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soldiers, Privates Conway and Hoare. Sergeant Thomas Swift took command of the
remaining members of the patrol and mounted a counterattack forcing the attackers to
retreat. Lieutenant Warren who was critically injured was taken to Tulla Workhouse
where a messaging pigeon was dispatched seeking immediate medical assistance. At
21.30 hrs on the same day Lieutenant Warren died from his wounds at the Military
Hospital, New Barracks, Limerick. On 1 July, Lieutenant Warren’s body was placed on a
gun carriage and escorted to the train station by the regimental band, members of the
military garrison at Limerick, and members of the R.I.C. from Limerick and Tulla. He had
been injured twice during World War One and had been awarded the military medal for
conspicuous gallantry. On the news of his death reaching Michael Brennan the division
commander of the 1st Western Division I.R.A., he was reported to have said ‘With
regard to Lieutenant Warren, I might add that on several occasions he acted like a
brute to un-armed civilians’. ¹⁴

Figure 1.2 Lieutenant Richard Warren, 1st Battalion O.B.L.I.

Source; C. Jenkins, ‘The Oxford and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry in
Ireland 1919-1923’ in the Bugle and Sabre, Issue III (2009), p. 39.

On 29 June 1921, the day after the fatal shooting of Lieutenant Warren, the last civilian
casualty of the Irish War of Independence in Clare, a man named Jim Grogan, (44), was
shot dead by the military at a place called Crickeen in the townland of Core, near
Feakle in County Clare. It was somtime after 11.00 am that Jim Grogan was making his
way to mass when he heard the approaching noise of motor vehicles. It appears,
fearing it was the Black & Tans, he hid in a ditch by the roadside. The patrol was under
the command of Lieutenant Jack Parnham, Royal Field Artillery attached to the O.B.L.I
regiment and consisted of a number of vehicles. Private Biggs of the 1st Battalion
O.B.L.I regiment testified at a military court of inquiry on 2 July 1921 at Tulla Workhouse
that he saw a man running away from a group of civilians near a part of the road were
a trench had been previously dug. Biggs said the man ran behind a scrub bush and he
twice called on him to come out and put his hands up. Biggs suggested that ‘there
might easily have been a party hidden’ and he was worried it might be an ambush. Pte
Biggs then fired his weapon fatally wounding Jim Grogan. A few days later the court of
inquiry cleared Private Briggs of any wrongdoing with a verdict of justifiable homicide.

The death of Jim Grogan, an innocent man, left a bad feeling of distrust between the
military and local people of the Feakle area. Private Biggs’ actions on the day may
have been driven by a fear of attack as the ambush resulting in the death of Lieutenant
Warren had only taken place the previous day. Due to the continual cutting of roads
and the rise in republican activity in the Tulla area, on the 10 July 1921 the Military
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Governor and Officer Commanding 18th Brigade Colonel Commandant Archibald Rice
Cameron issued a proclamation (no. 41) banning any fairs, markets and auctions being
held for a radius of 10 miles from Tulla R.I.C. station.

Figure 1.2; Copy of proclamation as issued by A.R. Cameron Colonel Commandant, 10 July 1921.
Source; Martial law, public notices, curfews, transport restrictions (T.N.A. 35/66).

The following day a truce between the Republicans and the British forces was signed
by Éamon de Valera the leader of Sinn Fein. The truce brought an end to the
restrictions of martial law and allowed people to go about their normal business.

In July 1921, the O.B.L.I regiment were replaced at the Tulla Workhouse by a
detachment from the 3rd Battalion Royal Fusiliers. The battalion had its headquarters at
Killaloe and was commanded by Colonel Algernon Cautley Jeffcoat. The officer
commanding the Tulla detachment was Major Reginald Howlett. The signing of the
truce diminished the role of the military as law and order slowly passed to the
republican courts and republican police. In January 1922, the truce was passed by Dail
Eireann and the withdrawal of the British army from Ireland began. On 4 February 1922
the, Irish independent,¹⁶ reported that the military had departed Tulla Workhouse and
the workhouse was now in the hands of the I.R.A.
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Conclusion

Between 1919-1922 Tulla Workhouse was home to troops from Scotland, England,
Wales and many parts of Ireland. To some locals, the workhouse was a source of
revenue with the supply of local foodstuff and fodder from the locality not to mention
the spending power of the troops, but these were few. The presence of troops in a
predominately nationalist population and the ever-increasing volatile situation meant it
was only a matter of time before the military became a target of the republican
campaign. This ultimately caused the loss of life on the military side and the death of
an innocent man. It is fair to say that some of the decisions made by the military and
the R.I.C. in the discharge of their weapons reflects a level of pressure they were under
from the I.R.A. or a sense of carelessness with no fear of the consequences of their
actions. For the military, Tulla was perceived as a hostile environment and their distrust
of the local population is evident in their description of the people and the workhouse.
Overall, the military in Tulla Workhouse are not remembered with great affection by
many of the local population.

1 Tulla, County Clare, The workhouse website, available at, https://www.workhouses.org.uk/Tulla/,
[Accessed 13 November 2022].
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1920 Events In Tulla
Kiltannon House Fire

One of the major events that occurred during the time of the British occupation of the
workhouse and their military operations in the parish of Tulla were the house burnings
that occurred in 1920.

Kiltannon House was burned to the ground on 22 September 1920. Kiltannon was the
seat of the Molony family who were the largest landlords in Tulla at one time. None of
the family or servants were in the house on the night, but extensive damage was
caused, and the home was never rebuilt. It was believed that the burning of the house
was due to the fact that soldiers had been entertained and accommodated on the
estate previously. A note had been found which stated that:

“You have harbored in your house British officers and their wives. You have also
harboured a “Black and Tan” family. Now, you can look for a house yourself.” ¹

Lord Ednam, an officer of the 10th Hussars had resided at the house at one stage, and
he had left some articles there which were destroyed in the fire.²

The Molony family would later make a claim for compensation in the sum of £100,000.
In 2023, this sum was the equivalent of £6,000,000.³ The Shaw Commission was the
government body set up to issue compensation claims. The Molony family was later
allowed £58,700 as compensation at the Ennis Quarter Session as a final settlement.⁴
However, the home was never rebuilt. Some of the items noted as part of the
compensation claim included the famous Louis XIV card table which had been gifted
to Bishop O’Molony in Paris. The table had been sent to Kiltannon House where it was

in the home for many years. There
were some local reports that this table
had been removed prior to the fire
being set, and that the table may have
been saved and stored elsewhere in
the parish. The table was never found.

The burning of Kiltannon House was
noted internationally in the newspapers
and it was a cause of concern that
there were serious law and order
issues in the vicinity.

By Jane Halloran Ryan M.A.
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As a result, the military in Tulla carried out attacks and arrests in Tulla the following
weekend.

During the weekend of the weekend of 24-26 September, Tulla was described as
being in a very agitated and excited state. The Saturday Record noted that the
residents in Tulla were in fear of their lives shortly after the burning of Kiltannon. The
paper reported that the British military was going from door-to-door in and around the
village and threatening residents by putting rifles to their heads.⁵ The soldiers were
angry over the ambushes that had occurred previously in Tulla as well as the Kiltannon
House burning, and the tactics used on this particular weekend were meant to frighten
and intimidate the residents to ensure that ambushes and further burnings would not
occur.

Burning of Hay

In addition, several farmers had their hay set on fire including Mrs. McCarthy, a widow
living in Glendree; Patrick Molony of Baloughtra, and Dennis Hayes of Rannagh.

The village continued to be on high alert as rumours spread that the town was to be
set on fire on Saturday night. These rumours caused much fear in the town. In
addition, several particular individuals were approached by the military and were told
that if any further outrages occurred, they (the individuals approached) would be held
responsible and they would suffer the consequences.

Band Hall Break-In

On Friday night, the 24th of September, the bandroom was broken into and the large
drum and a kettledrum were damaged. It was believed that the military were
responsible for this, and the military authorities later stated that they would pay for the
repairs. Oral history claimed that the military men were drinking in one of the local
public houses earlier that week and they made plans to steal the band instruments,
with one of them heard to say that they would make “short work of that band.”⁶

Brass bands were seen at this time to be a symbol of nationalism and the Tulla Brass
Band had had a long history of parading in and out of Tulla for nationalist causes
throughout the county for many years.

As part of the St. Patrick’s Day celebrations in1920, they marched up and down the
street of Tulla on St. Patrick’s Day before and after Mass. However, after Mass, the RIC
lined the streets by Flan McArthur’s pub and they attempted to stop the band from
proceeding with their parade. Michael O’Neill also known as the “Cock” O’Neill was
the drummer for the band at this time. He was determined to go through the line of
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military and policemen. His drumstick was taken from
him, but he continued to march beating the drum with
his cap. The parish priest at that time was called to
intervene, and he broke up the tense stand-off.

As a result of the damage and theft of the band drum,
the Lancashire Fusiliers offered their drum to the band.
This was seen as a conciliatory gesture on the part of
the military, and it was acceptable to the group and the
drum is now on display in the Tulla Pipe Band hall.⁷

Another incident during the weekend of 24 September, concerned Michael Moloney,
the chairperson of the Tulla District Council at the time. He was arrested that weekend
by the military, driven to the destroyed hay at Patrick Moloney’s house in Baloughtra. It
was reported afterwards that Michael Moloney was later brought into Ennis and jailed.⁸

Patrick Moloney was a farmer living in Baloughtra townland above Knockjames Church.
Michael Moloney, Patrick’s son had assisted Liam Mellows, Alfie Monaghan and Frank
Hynes by hiding them out on his family’s land for almost five months in 1916.⁹ The local
oral history of the area noted that Michael’s sister, Delia Moloney had been stopped by
the Black and Tans on several occasions for information. Delia was a member of the
Cumann na mBan, Knockjames branch from 1916.¹⁰ She had refused to assist the
soldiers, and she had been active in local activities during this time. This area near
Knockjames Church was noted for its fierce resistance to the British military presence
in Tulla. As a result, many of these families were often targeted when they went to
Mass at Knockjames.¹¹ There were other local people in the area who were also
threatened with the burning of their houses and property. In one case, an attempt was
made to burn a house in Knockjames. This was foiled due to the device not lighting.¹²
In another instance, a married man was taken from his home in front of his wife and
children, brought up to Glendree mountain where he was interrogated and threatened
with death if he didn’t assist the military. He refused to do so, and after some time, he
was released.¹³

House Burnings

Within a week or two of the burning of Kiltannon house as well as the threatening
behaviour in the village by the military, two houses in Tulla parish were burned to the
ground.

The Freeman’s Journal reported that based upon a letter received, there had been 2
house burnings in the Tulla area on the same day in broad daylight. The military
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regiment that was blamed for this was the 10th Hussars who produced documents
ordering the occupants of each house out and who proceeded to burn the houses to
the ground in front of both families as well as neighbours who were noted to be
frightened and terrorised by the acts.¹⁴ This instance was further corroborated the
following day in the Irish Independent which noted that it was not the work of an
undisciplined military force but rather done in ‘cold blood and detachment’ due to a
document having been read to each household ordering the destruction of their
respective home.¹⁵

In the case of Mrs. McCarthy of Glendree, the facts were as follows:

Mrs. McCarthy was a widow residing with her family in Glendree. It was not known why
her house was targeted to be destroyed. The military visited her home, and warned
her what they intended to do. They gave her 45 minutes to clear out as much of the
furniture and her belongings as she was able, and it was reported that some of the
military assisted her with this task. The house was then set alight.¹⁶ The behaviour of
the military in this particular instance might indicate that they were sympathetic to her
plight even though they carried out their orders.

The plight of the Tulla house burnings was written up in The New Statesman’s editorial
which the Drogheda Independent carried in its 23 October 1920 edition. In particular,
the writer noted that:

“The policy of reprisals as now in operation in Ireland is a policy conceived in cold blood and
carried out in cold blood.” It further stated that “its purpose and method is not to punish
assassins but to punish the innocents”. The writer called the policy in use by the British
military “barbaric and noted that in any other civilised country it would not be tolerated.¹⁷

The writer used both examples of the house burnings in Tulla which account was
published in theManchester Guardian. The paper indicated that some document was
produced by the military in both instances to verify that orders were given by the
British government to carry out the destruction of each property. It was the opinion of
the writer of this article as well as the British public who expressed concern about the
behaviour and tactics of some of the military regiments in Ireland and the manner in
which the military attacks that were being carried out at this time.

It was understood that compensation was later paid to both the Moloney and the
McCarthy families for the reconstruction of their respective houses at Baloughtra and
Glendree. Judge Bodkin in his decision before the Ennis Court on 5 February 1921
made orders regarding a number of compensation claims. He specifically drew
attention to the house burnings which occurred in Tulla. Bodkin claimed that both
house burnings were done with only verbal authority and not written authority. He
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further noted that no member of either family was guilty of any offence and no
evidence had been given to refute this. His opinion noted the amounts to be paid to
each family for compensation.¹⁸

Attempt to Blow Up Kiltannon Bridge

Another incident that occurred during 1920 was the attempt to blow up Kiltannon
bridge.

At that time, the bridge was on the front driveway entrance heading from Poulaforia
into Kiltannon. The bridge crossed the Kiltannon river as it led to the house. The
bridge was on the road network that linked Tulla to Ennis. The Belfast Newsletter
reported that the bridge had been destroyed to such an extent that only foot traffic
could cross over it. It was believed that the purpose for destroying the bridge was so

that the military traffic
would have to travel over a
particular road where it
was easier to mark their
movements and carry out a
possible ambush.¹⁹ There
were never any arrests
made for this attempt
although there was local
information as to particular
individuals who may have
had some involvement.

Tulla post cars continued to be a target of attack and ambush. The Globe reported that
a mail car had been held up between Broadford and Tulla with a number of registered
letters and £80 taken.²⁰ Other reports throughout the country noted that the targeting
of post cars was causing hardship with deliveries. As a result, the military was often
called to escort the cars throughout the district.

Tulla Arms Find

Towards the end of 1920, the military came upon arms which were hidden in a house.
The Belfast Newsletter reported that two rifles were found and one was known to be
the rifle that belonged to the policeman killed in the Feakle ambush in October. There
was also ammunition found in hay stored in a barn which was set on fire.²¹ The local
farmer was not named whose house and barn was searched.
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1921 Tulla Activities
Stopping of Fairs

Various forms of intimidation occurred in Tulla during this time such as the stopping of
fairs; cattle drives; and the destruction of farm machinery. These acts also were
occurring throughout the country.

These tactics were used to the economic detriment of the people in rural areas. This
article will discuss the stopping of fairs which was one specific form of intimidation and
harassment used by the British military that occurred in Tulla.

Fairs and markets were an important event in every rural community throughout the
country. They were the economic anchor of the community and held in many local
towns and villages at regular days. The fairs were the commercial places where many
local families sold and purchased provisions for their households. The sale of livestock
would provide a family the means to purchase food, clothing, and other goods for the
household. By stopping the fairs, the British military were effectively harming the
economic lifeline of the rural community.

A discussion in late September 1919 in Thurles Rural District Council noted that the
hardship of stopping fairs without a permit was causing difficulties for a number of
people in the communities. The council decided to let the requirement of a permit
stand for a time, but with the intention of demanding that it be stricken so that rural
communities could continue to hold fairs and markets.¹ As this article indicated, the
stopping of fairs was done before 1921 and was cause for alarm in many communities.
The requirement of a permit was seen by many local communities as a hardship that
was unnecessary and used by the British to thwart the regular trade.

At a meeting of the Clare landlords in December 1919, their main complaint was that
the stopping of fairs and markets caused serious damage to the industries in the
country. The article noted that these men were all Tories, and yet, they did not agree
with the position that the British government was taking with respect to the fairs.² Their
meeting was significant as it highlighted the hardship of the stopping of the fairs and
markets and the impact to all members of the local community.

On 19 July 1921, the roads leading to Tulla were blocked by the military so that there
was no way of coming into the village of Tulla for the fair and market that was
advertised and due to be held on that day.

By Jane Halloran Ryan M.A.
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The Freeman’s Journal gave particular details about the stopping of the fair. It noted
that there were armed policemen and soldiers at all roads leading to the Fair green
and the town from the early morning that day. Everyone travelling to the fair with
sheep, cattle and bonhams was turned back, and the presence at each road consisted
of 12 armed soldiers and 2 policemen. This barricade outside of the town continued
until 1:30 pm when it was relieved. It can be assumed that at that stage, it would have
been too late to conduct a fair.³

The stopping of the fair in Tulla occurred at the height of the summer and many
families would have had reason to attend. The local shopkeepers would have been
prepared for the commercial activity on the day which would have been significant for
the time of year. It is believed that the stopping of the Tulla fair was done as a reprisal
for the killing of Lieutenant Warren which had occurred in June 1921. The Order was
made because of the “continual cutting of roads” however, it was believed that this
was a revenge tactic made by the British military in Tulla.⁴

There were complaints made about the stopping of the Tulla fair to the British
authorities as the cease-fire had come into existence earlier that month. Tulla was not
the only place where the British military authorities had ignored conditions of the
ceasefire.⁵ There were other reports of the same in Cork, as well as other counties.

Despite the complaints to the authorities, the fairs and markets would continue to see
some disruption, but it appeared that future fairs in Tulla were able to resume after this
time.

The Tulla fair continued to play an important part of rural life for many years after, and it
was later discontinued in the early 1970s.

1 Irish Examiner, 29 September 1919.
2 Freeman’s Journal, 17 December 1919.
3 Freeman’s Journal, 26 July 1921.
4 See Stephen Kelly’s article on the Tulla Military in this booklet.
5 Sligo Champion, 30 July 1921.
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Source; Martial law, public notices, curfews, transport restrictions (T.N.A. 35/66).
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Source: www.workhouses.org

Back Cover: Tulla Workhouse Field 1960s
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