
CREATIVE IRELAND IN CLARE

The Creative Ireland programme for Clare is drawing 
to a close for 2017 with a total of 63 funding applications 
granted to community groups and festivals ranging 
from €750 to €1,000. Among the activities supported 
were author Roddy Doyle at glór, The Garden Festival 
which traditionally takes place in April, extended 
its programme to include Autumn talks, a new free 
family fun day called “Cruinniú na Cásca” took 
place in glór and in the Museum on Easter Monday, 
the Polish community got active with Polish and Irish 
cultural events including a Harvest Festival and a 
gallery exhibition of art. Support was also given to 
bio-diversity events, craft workshops, and the Tulla 
scouts came together to work on a mosaic for the 
wall of their clubhouse. 
Applications came from all parts of the county putting 
cultural and creative pursuits right at the heart of 
communities across the county.

Within Clare County Council, Creative Ireland 
programming has taken place in the Library, Arts 
and Heritage sectors with children learning chess 
in Kilrush library, memoir writing workshops in De
Valera Library, workshops to create a print and digital 
graphic novel and an interactive exhibition of ancient 
instruments in the Museum during Fleadh 2017.
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“When my father first took me to Ennis Library I went down among the shelves and felt company, 
not only the company of writers, but the readers too, because they had lifted and opened and read 
these books. The books were worn in a way they can only get worn by hands and eyes and minds”

― Niall Williams, History of the Rain

NEW COUNTY LIBRARY - UPDATE
The County Library project consisting of a public 
library, art gallery and Library HQ was lodged with 
the Planning Department of Clare County Council on 
10th November. A standstill period of 8-12 weeks 
allows for public observation and submissions. 
It is anticipated that having come through the 
planning process, work on site will commence in mid-
2018. The architects are KWA, Keith Williams 
Architects, London with the remainder of the design 
team consisting of Arup, Axiseng and Aecom.

RECOMMENDED READS

Recommended Reads is a new feature on the Clare 
County Library website www.clarelibrary.ie.

Here you can view books that have been read and 
recommended by members of the public, as well as 
book club members and library staff. 

Four categories of books are presented: Fiction,  
Non-Fiction, Young Adult and Children.

Would you like to recommend a book that you have 
read? Email mailbox@clarelibrary.ie with your 
nomination, giving the title, author, brief synopsis 
of the book and the reason why you recommend it.

SURFBOX FACILITIES

Surfbox is a self-service Print-Scan-Copy station. 
Customers can print from a library computer and 
also remotely print from their laptop, home PC, 
tablet or smartphone. Both Black and White and 
Colour Printing is available. An A4 black and white 
print costs 20c and an A4 colour print costs 60c. 

Customers can also use Surfbox to scan documents 
to email or to USB. A flat scanning charge of 60c 
applies to documents of 10 pages maximum. Surfbox 
can also be used to photocopy documents. 

Surfbox now available 
in the these libraries:

     Shannon
     Ennis
     Ennistymon
     Kilrush
     Scariff

Ask at local library desk for info on retrieval codes.



Author Michael Harding appeared at Scariff  
Library as part of the Scariff Harbour Festival

Magical sunflower display from a recent art 
and craft session in Miltown Malbay Library

KILLALOE-BALLINA LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Formed in 2017, the Killaloe-Ballina Local History 
Society goes from strength to strength and holds 
its talks and meetings in the library in Killaloe,

The Society’s website is  :
https: / /k i l la loebal l inalhs.wordpress.com/
and they can also found on Facebook. 
New members are most welome.

The 5 most popular magazines with Clare library members 2017 

 
Clare County Library’s e-magazine service offers library members an 
interesting and broad range of magazines which can be read online or 

downloaded to a PC, tablet, iPad, or smartphone. 

Registration for the e-magazine service is FREE 

Follow the ‘E-Magazines’ link on the library homepage at 
www.clarelibrary.ie 

  

FREE E-Magazines 
e-magazine 

 

ENNIS BOOK CLUB FESTIVAL

John Connolly comes to Ennis ! 

The Rick O’Shea Book Club Special with John Connolly 
is on Saturday 3rd March 2018 at 3.30pm. John is a 
book club favourite and an engaging speaker. Rick 
runs the largest on-line book club in Ireland with over 
10,000 members and you can be part of it in person 
on the day. As the subject of John’s latest book 
“he” is Stan Laurel, this special event will include 
screenings of two Laurel and Hardy films.

Lots more will be announced over the coming weeks, 
so check back regularly for 2018 programme updates 
on www.ennisbookclubfestival.com

Science Magic presented by W5
ScienceWeek 2017 event in Sixmilebridge library

Clare County Library’s online magazine service offers 
library members an interesting and broad range of 

magazines which can be read online or downloaded 
to a PC, tablet, iPad, or smartphone.

 
Registering for the digital magazine service is FREE
Follow the link on the library homepage at www.clarelibrary.ie



BEYOND BORDERS BOOK CLUB CALL OUT

We want four people who live in Clare but who come 
from another country to be part of a very special 
book club. Each will present their favourite book 
by a writer from their country to an open “book 
club” over four evenings in January and February. 

They will then share their choice of book and author 
with a wider audience during the Ennis Book Club 
Festival itself. Presenters will be paid €200 each for 
their contribution. 

If you or a friend might be interested in taking part 
you can get more information at www.ennisbook
clubfestival.com and apply to be a presenter by 1st 
December 2017.

Morning Yoga session for kids 
at Ennistymon Library

See www.clarelibrary.ie for details, 
or ask at the library desk.

Design and Make an Alien Friend 
presented by CIT at Shannon library

CLARE . FM
RADIO
BOOK
CLUB

in association with 
Clare County Library

A monthly radio book club with Gavin Grace 
on Clare FM’s Morning Focus Show.

Join the chat about our chosen book.
Submit your comments and recommendations

to Clare FM during the show.

For the latest book choices and recommendations, 
listen to Clare FM radio or log on to www.clare.fm, or

ask at your local library or log on to www.clarelibrary.ie 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES...           Clare Champion, 18 December 1937

BATTLE OF THE BOOKS – CO. LIBRARY FIGHTS FOR SPACE
FIGHT WITH MILDEW

“A “Champion” representative, who visited the Bindon St. premises of the Committee the other day, 
was amazed at the conditions under which Mr. Dermot Foley, the Librarian, and his meagre staff have to 
work. They offered glaring proof of the unsuitability of a private home for the conduct of a public service. 
Books are crammed on shelves on two separate floors, whilst, in the basement, books damaged in 
circulation were collected for rebinding and repair, and valuable newspaper files and other documents 
were piled up, waiting assortment when space and opportunity offer. Every care is being taken to ensure 
that they will not suffer further deterioration in the meantime. Fires in ranges and stoves have to be 
provided to protect them against damp; they have to be cleaned and dried (if possible), but in basements 
in Ennis, a constant struggle has to be waged against weeping walls and mildew.”

Writer and illustrator Aidan Courtney in Tulla library 
for Children’s Book Festival 2017

  How do I start a  
Free Online Learning course? 

1. Are you a member of the library?   
If not, join today! 

2. Do you have a personal email account?  
If not, please ask your librarian how you can create one.   
You will need an email address to register for online training. 

3. Register  
Go to our UniversalClass website and register:  
http://LGMA.universalclass.com/register.htm 

4. Confirm your registration  
You will be sent an email to confirm your registration.   
Click on the email link and follow the links to login. 

5. Browse and join a course!  
Use the A-Z list to browse through over 500 courses and click 
on “Join this course”.  

 Learn in your own time, at your own pace 
 
 You have up to 6 months to complete the course              
…You can always re-enrol if you need more time 
 
 You can take up to 5 courses at any one time 

Turn over for a list of course categories See library website homepage 
www.clarelibrary.ie

ADULT BOARD GAME NIGHT
Drop in to Scariff library once a month for our 
new Adult Board Game Night! Bring a friend or 
join others for a fun night of games. Gamers 
will host tables where they will demo assorted 
dice, card, board, tile and miniature wargames. 

Sessions runs from 6 - 8 pm, are free of charge, 
and tea/coffee will be available.

HAPPY 10TH BIRTHDAY SCARIFF !
Scariff library celebrates it’s 10th 
anniversary on Tuesday 5th Dec.
Call in anytime during the day for 
refreshments and treats.

There’s also a Santa Letter 
Workshop for kids (of all ages) 
at 3.30pm followed by a movie 
screening of Father Christmas.


