
“We are the only species on the planet, so far as we know, to have invented a communal memory 
stored neither in our genes nor in our brains. The warehouse of this memory is called the library”

― Carl Sagan
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Mission statement: To achieve our vision through quality service delivery in the spirit of partnership.

CREATIVE IRELAND is a five-year Government 
initiative, from 2017 to 2022, which places creativity 
at the centre of public policy.

This is a culture based programme designed to 
promote individual, community and national well-
being. 

It follows the same design as the successful 1916 - 
2016 programme comprising five pillars, with local 
authorities curating the second pillar entitled 
‘Enabling Creativity in Every Community.’

Clare County Library, through Clare Co. Council, 
will play a significant role in implementing the 
Creative Ireland programme in Clare, co-ordinated 
by County Librarian Helen Walsh.

Creative Ireland Clare held a public consultation 
meeting on 30th March 2017 at the Temple Gate 
Hotel, Ennis, with an open meeting and discussion 
in the company of the Creative Ireland national team. 

A funding application form was made available on 
the night with a deadline of 12th April 2017. Copies 
available in your local library.

NEW LIBRARY PROJECT
Members of the public were given the opportunity 
to have their say on the design and use of the 
proposed new county library for Clare. Public 
consultations were held at six locations around the 
county at the end of March covering each municipal 
district.

The Design Team has completed Stage 1 and has 
commenced Stage 2.

The construction phase of the development is 
scheduled to commence on site in 2018 subject to 
planning approval.

The € 8.6 million facility will be located at the site 
of the existing Glór Theater on the The Causeway 
Link, Ennis, and will combine a new public library, 
gallery space, local studies department and 
administrative offices in the same venue.

Library Headquarters, Ennis, formerly known 
as Bellevue, dates originally from 1780



Clare County Library in association with Glór, Ennis, 
welcomed Laureates na nÓg past and present Eoin 
Colfer and P.J. Lynch to The Big Picture Event 
which was attended by 17 schools

Pupils from Kilshanny School visiting Lisdoonvarna 
library for Am Scéalaíochta during Seachtain na Gaeilge

TOY AND SENSORY RESOURCE COLLECTION 

This collection provides a service for children with 
complex needs and their families in County Clare. 

The aim of the collection is to support both these 
children and their parents in choosing and utilising 
these specialist resources for the developmental 
growth of the children. 

Clare Library has selected over 70 assistive toys 
which were purchased specifically to meet the re-
quirements of children with complex needs. These 
toys were selected with the advice of speech and 
language therapists, special education needs 
organisers and occupational therapists. 

Items for lending include sensory and tactile toys, 
toys that build on fine and gross motor skills and 
toys that help develop play and life skills.

The collection is housed in Seán Lemass Public 
Library, Shannon but is a county-wide resource 
and items for borrowing can be delivered to any 
branch throughout the county. Uptake has been 
good with 21 schools and services availing of the 
collection to end of March.

For information contact the library in Shannon at
061 364266 or talk to staff in any library branch.

BOOKCLUB COLLECTION 

Book clubs are a popular way for book lovers to 
discuss books in an informal friendly setting. Some 
book clubs meet in libraries or each other’s homes, 
some in pubs or restaurants. They are a great way 
to get together as a group and talk about your 
shared passion for books and reading, whether 
it’s for lively discussion, serious debate or just 
a glass of wine with your friends or neighbours. 

Book clubs run in many libraries throughout County 
Clare – contact your local library or see the library 
website if you are interested in participating in one 
of the library-based book clubs.

The Clare County Library 
Bookclub Collection was set 
up to make multiple copies of 
books easily available for book
clubs.

10 copies of each book are 
available for loan to members 
of bookclubs who are registered 
with the library. Library staff can place holds on 
titles for bookclubs. Contact your local branch for 
details.

Hanya Yanagihara A Little Life     
A Little Life follows four college classmates as they move to New York in search of fame and 
fortune. While their relationships, which are tinged by addiction, success, and pride, deepen 
over the decades, the men are held together by their devotion to the brilliant, enigmatic 
Jude, a man scarred by an unspeakable childhood trauma. Dark and disturbing, the novel 
examines friendship, the tyranny of memory and the limits of human endurance.
Shortlisted for the 2015 Man Booker Prize.

Maggie O’Farrell  This Must Be The Place
Daniel Sullivan is a man with a complicated life. A New Yorker living in the wilds of Ireland, he 
has children he never sees in California, a father he loathes in Brooklyn and a wife, Claudette, 
who is a reclusive ex-film star given to shooting at anyone who ventures up their driveway. 
He is also about to find out something about a woman he lost touch with 20 years ago, and 
this discovery will send him off-course, far away from wife and home.
Maggie O’Farrell won the 2010 Costa Novel Award for The Hand That First Held Mine. 

Liz Nugent  Lying in Wait
The last people who expected to be meeting with a drug-addicted prostitute are a respected 
judge and his reclusive wife. And they certainly don’t plan to kill her and bury her in their exquisite 
suburban garden. Yet Andrew and Lydia Fitzsimons find themselves in this unfortunate 
situation. While Lydia does all she can to protect their innocent son Laurence and their social 
standing, her husband begins to fall apart. But Laurence is not as naïve as Lydia thinks and 
his obsession with the dead girl’s family may be the undoing of his own.
Lying in Wait was the winner of the RTE Ryan Tubridy Listener’s Choice award at the 2016 
Irish Book awards.  

M. L. Stedman The Light Between Oceans
This is a story about a lighthouse keeper and his wife, who live on a lonely island with just 
seagulls, stars and buffeting winds for company. One day a boat holding a dead man and 
a crying child washes up on the shore. The only 2 islanders are about to make a devastating 
decision that will shatter many lives including their own. This is a story about right and wrong, 
and how sometimes they look the same.
A New York Times bestseller and winner of Book of the Year at the Australian Book Industry 
Awards.

Graham Norton  Holding
The remote Irish village of Duneen has known little drama; and yet its inhabitants are troubled. 
So when human remains are discovered on an old farm the village’s dark past begins to unravel. 
As the frustrated Sergeant PJ Collins struggles to solve a genuine case for the first time in his 
life, he unearths a community’s worth of anger, resentment, secrets and regrets.
Holding is Graham Norton’s first novel.

Mike McCormack  Solar Bones
Once a year, on All Souls’ Day, it is said in Ireland that the dead may return. Solar Bones is 
the story of one such visit. Marcus Conway, a middle-aged engineer, turns up one afternoon 
at his kitchen table and considers the events that took him away and then brought him 
home again. Politics, family, art, marriage, health, civic duty and the environment are 
just a few of the themes touched on in this single novel-length sentence.
Winner of the Bord Gáis Energy Irish Book Awards Novel of the Year 2016.
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ART EXHIBITION IN SCARIFF

Inis Artists will hold an exhibition in the Gallery @ Scariff 
Public Library from 3rd – 29th April with works representing 
an eclectic range of the group’s artistic styles and themes.  

The collection depicts Alan Shoosmith’s love of nature 
illustrated by his watercolour and ink drawings; Margaret 
Ray’s bold and colourful acrylic paintings celebrate new 
beginnings and growth; Inge Bergmann’s love of pattern 
and colour explored within an abstract and realism style. 
Within Tomás O’Maoldomhnaigh’s paintings a magical 
exploration of our Celtic past can be seen. Fionnuala 
O’Connell’s semi abstract acrylic paintings are inspired 
by summers spent in West Clare, while Tom Daly’s land-
scapes are colourfully rich, impressionistic and vibrant. 

Free admission. All welcome.



Spring Into Storytime is a national library initiative 
taking place in all counties in the coming weeks. 

Through this initiative which is part of the National 
Right to Read strategy, parents of children from 
toddlers to five year olds will have a special 
opportunity to help engage in the experience of 
sharing stories and laying the foundations for their 
little ones to become readers.

Children automatically and unknowingly reach 
the pre-reading stage when parents begin to read 
stories to them and they begin to listen. This can 
happen in infancy and the process of becoming a 
reader spans the first four years of your child’s life.

During the series of scheduled storytimes in the 
library, children along with their parents/carers will 
be invited to participate in some of the most 
suitable stories for young children expertly chosen 
by staff. Simple fun activities based on the 
featured stories may also be planned. 

There will be a special focus on demonstrating 
to parents how best to read and share stories with 
your child at this crucial time. Listening to stories 
at an early age has a major impact on your child’s 
development that is guaranteed to have a lasting 
effect.

Parents and young children are welcome to 
visit any of the participating branches of Clare 
County Library to celebrate the importance of 
families reading together and sharing stories:

De Valera Library, Ennis 
Ennistymon 
Kilkee 
Kilrush
Miltown Malbay 
Scariff 
Killaloe 
Shannon
Sixmilebridge

Contact your local library for dates and times.

LCETB certificate presentation event in Shannon 
library for graduates of the Health and Wellbeing Class

Recent graduates of Shannon library’s computer 
classes, delivered by Friends Ireland

spring into

BEGINNERS IT CLASSES IN SHANNON
Volunteers from Friends Ireland continue to provide 
introductory classes for computer, laptop, tablet 
and smartphone in Shannon Library each Friday 
morning.
Places are limited but names can be placed on a 
waiting list for future classes.
Each course of classes runs for four weeks. 
Contact Shannon Library at 061 364266.
There are also internet and email drop-in classes 
for beginners each Wednesday for one hour at 
10.00am. These are run by library staff.

TEENAGE BOOK/FILM CLUB

The teen book and film club in Scariff 
library continues to attract new 
members. Teens are invited to come 
along and discuss books and watch 
films. It is a great way to meet like- 
minded teenagers and talk about 
books and films they have enjoyed. 

Snacks and drinks are provided. 
New teens are always welcome to 

come along. Bring a friend!

Recent Film Club audience at Scariff Library
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FROM THE LIBRARY ARCHIVES… 
1956

  During a meeting of Clare County Council, at 
which the merits of the library service were being 
energetically debated, the following anecdote was 
attributed to Councillor Lillis :

  He knew of a true story of a constant Library 
reader who was taking back his books one 
day when he was met by another farmer who 
introduced the subject of books and remarked 
that he did not read at all. “It’s a pity; if you 
did you would not be so ignorent,” said the 
Library reader to him.

The Clare Champion 19 May 1956

EASTER HOLIDAYS CRAFTS
De Valera library, Ennis will host craft sessions 
on Thursday 13th and Thursday 20th April.
Contact the library at 065 6846353

DIGITAL LITERACY CLASSES IN ENNIS

Digital Literacy classes continue to take place 
in De Valera Library, Ennis. 

This IT skills programme is run in partnership 
with staff in DeValera and volunteer tutors from 
Friends Ireland. Students can acquire basic IT 
skills on a variety of areas including emails, online 
banking or use of mobile technology.

The next set of classes will commence on 
Wednesday 26th of April. 

Contact DeValera Library on 065 6846353 for 
further information or to book a place.

TODDLER STORYTIME IN SCARIFF

Bring your toddler to Scariff Library for lots of fun every 
second Thursday at 10.30am. Children can join in 
rhymes, songs and dancing. They can also enjoy 
story time, colouring and crafts. It finishes with a free 
play session with lots of fun and educational toys.
This is a great way to socialise and entertain your 
toddler and to meet other parents and carers. 
Refreshments are provided for carers.

COMPUTER CLASSES IN SCARIFF

Family Carers Ireland will provide basic laptop/
tablet/smartphone classes in Scariff Public Library. 
The training will take place in 5 X 2 hour classes. 
The training is free but places are limited.  Booking
and further information from the library on 
061 922893.

CALLING EAST CLARE WRITERS

Are you interested in joining a writers group in the East 
Clare area? We are seeking expressions of interest with 
a view to getting a new group, open to all genres, off the 
ground. Contact Scariff Public Library on 061 922893.

Story Time for Little Ones
De Valera Library
Every Thursday 
@ 11.30am

Theme for April:Classic Tales
Phone 065 6846353 for details

THE EAST CLARE ELECTION 1917

Clare Co. Library is marking the 100th anniversry 
of the famous East Clare by-Election of 1917 with 
an 8 panel illustrated display which will tour 
various venues in Clare during 2017.

The 1917 election flagged the coming-of-age of 
the Sinn Féin party in Ireland following the Easter 
Rising of 1916. It also marked the beginning of the 
long political career of Eamon De Valera.


