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BUMBLEance, The Children’s National Ambulance Service and Clare County 
Library welcome primary school children on board at four branches in early 
October. The BUMBLEance team will be joined by these two popular children’s 
writers who will demonstrate first-hand the benefits of reading at times when 
we may not be feeling our best. 

Christine Hamill’s book The Best Medicine (Little Island, 2016) is based on a child’s approach to 
a mother’s illness. The book balances a most serious topic with lighthearted, fun situations 
striking just the right balance to produce a memorable read for children. Derek Mulveen 
(Eire’s Kids) along with the hero of his books Oisín the Brave will invite children to step into a
modern day Tír na nÓg through his storytelling aboard the BUMBLEance. 

The BUMBLEance visit to Clare Library branches will educate young children about illness 
and the central role it plays in supporting sick children nationwide. 

1st to 6th classes

Erika McGann lives in Dublin in her own secret clubhouse (which is actually an apartment) 
and spends her time solving mysteries and having brilliant adventures (well, she writes about 
them anyway). She likes cold weather (because it’s an excuse to drink hot chocolate by the 
gallon) and cheesy jokes (because cheesy jokes are always funny, even when they’re not 
funny). 

Red Rover, Red Rover – we call YOU over! Join author Kunak McGann for lots of talk about 
old-school fun and games. Try your hand (and feet) at elastics, have a go at conkers or make 
your very own fortune-teller. Packed with classics, Red Rover, Red Rover: Games from an 
Irish Childhood That You Can Teach Your Kids (O’Brien Press) by Kunak McGann has easy 
instructions, handy tips and ‘risk ratings’ and will whisk readers back to the carefree 
days of childhood!
Kunak McGann grew up in Drogheda back in the days when electronic tablets were unheard of 
(she can still remember the excitement when the family got a ZX Spectrum – ‘Luna Crabs’, 
anyone?) and playing out on the street was the most fun kids could imagine. Eventually, 
like everyone, she had to grow up and get a proper job. So now she works in publishing 
and lives in Kildare with her husband, two lively sons and one chilled-out dog. Kunak is 
author of The Train Driver, part of the Panda Cubs series published by The O’Brien Press. 
Red Rover, Red Rover is her first non-fiction publication.
3rd and 4th classes

  BOOKS AND BUMBLEANCE  
 Authors Christine Hamill and Derek Mulveen

  AUTHORS  Erika and Kunak McGann
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Cass and her best friends, Lex and Nicholas, are the Bubble Street Gang! 
They investigate crimes, solve mysteries and have brilliant adventures. They’ve 
even got their own secret clubhouse.

With storytelling, a couple of mind-boggling games and some embarrassing 
childhood tales, kids will hear all about what brings the Cass books to life and 
what makes writing the best job ever.
1st and 2nd OR 3rd and 4th classes



  AUTHOR   Caroline Busher

  AUTHOR   Dave Rudden

Author Caroline Busher presents An Expedition to Wolfland with The Girl Who 
Ate The Stars.
Once upon a time, Ireland was known as Wolfland. The forests and mountains 
were inhabited by wolves. Travel into Wolfland with The Girl Who Ate The Stars. 
Learn about the last wolf in Ireland who died on the foothills of Mount Leinster 
and how these beautiful creatures used to be our friends. Then journey onto 
the battlefields of World War 2 and discover what life was like for evacuees. 
Children will get the opportunity to write historical fiction and to bring history 
to life.

HOW TO BECOME AN AUTHOR: Top tips from the Irish Times Best Selling 
author of The Ghosts of Magnificent Children.
Children will be given the unique opportunity to find out about the life of a 
writer. Caroline will explain where her ideas come from and how she turns 
them into stories. She will give you top tips on how to write a book and will 
answer any questions you may have on becoming a writer. She will read an 
extract from her latest novel and there will be time for you to ask lots of questions about 
the life of a writer. Caroline will gladly sign copies of her books if you would like to bring 
them along on the day.
4th, 5th and 6th classes

Teller of stories and writer of books Dave Rudden (Knights of the Borrowed Dark) welcomes 
you to an action-packed workshop focusing on idea generation, plot structure, editing 
and how to motivate yourself to take those first steps on the path to becoming a writer. 
This class also involves a reading from Knights Of The Borrowed Dark, looking at the origin 
of each idea in the chosen scene. Knights of the Borrowed Dark is the first novel in 
Dave’s trilogy about a secret war between a race of shapeshifting, misery-eating, 
occasionally-waistcoat-wearing monsters and the warriors sworn to stop them.

5th and 6th classes
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  AUTHORS AND ILLUSTRATORS  
 Alan Nolan and Natasha Mac a’Bháird

Did you know that beautiful, mysterious IRELAND is right here on your doorstep? Join 
the My Ireland Activity Books author Natasha Mac a’Bháird and illustrator Alan Nolan as 
they bring you on a journey around your own country – solving puzzles, hearing stories, 
joining in on drawing demos and finding out fun facts about your locality! 

3rd and 4th classes



  AUTHOR   Sadhbh Devlin

  ARCHITECT   Jacinta Curley

  AUTHOR   Lucinda Jacob
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Léifidh Sadhbh Devlin, údar Bí ag Spraoi Liom! (Futa Fata), a scéal agus pléifidh 
sí an chruthaitheacht agus an chumadóireacht. Beidh deis agat tabhairt faoi do 
chumadóireacht féin agus do ‘mheaisín’ a roinnt le do chairde!
Author Sadhbh Devlin will read her book, Bí ag Spraoi Liom! (Futa Fata), and 
afterwards discuss inventions and creativity. You will have a chance to come up 
with your own inventions, and share your ‘machine’ design with your friends.
Sadhbh will also bring her newly published book Beag Bídeach (Futa Fata) 
along to share with her little listeners. 
Tá grá ag Nína dá dheartháir, Jimí ach, uaireannta cuireann sé isteach uirthi.
Ba bhreá le Nína bheith bídeach ionas gur féidir léi dul chun cónaithe lena
cairde, na bábóg. Nach mbeadh an saol i dteach bábóige, gan Jimí, go 
hiontach ar fad?!
Nína, wants to escape from her annoying little brother Jimí by going to live in her 
dollhouse - but life in the dollhouse isn’t quite as much fun as she imagines it 
will be...       Bí ag Spraoi Linn sa Leabharlann!!
Junior and Senior Infants OR 1st and 2nd class

Build your dream playground!  Become an architect for the morning and 
bring a new world to life through model making.
What’s your favourite part of the playground? Do you love twisty slides, 
spinning roundabouts or climbing trees? Let your imagination run wild, 
become an architect for the morning and design your own weird and 
wonderful playground. Use everything from eggboxes, to shiny paper 
and twigs to bring your playground to life. 
All inspired and woven around the book My Dream Playground by Kate 
Becker in which a resourceful little girl with big ideas becomes a key part 
of the team when a community of family, friends, and neighbours builds a 
playground.

1st and 2nd classes

Lucinda Jacob is a poet, illustrator, author of fiction for young people and 
creative writing facilitator. She has written for children’s TV and radio and 
she reviews children’s books. Her own most recent book, Hopscotch in 
the Sky (Little Island/Poetry Ireland), is a collection of seasonal poems 
for children featuring everything from ice-creams and Christmas trees to 
mermaids in libraries and flying grannies.
Lucinda will take your class on a magical, inspirational journey through 
the seasons as she reads from Hopscotch in the Sky, and tells the stories 
of how the poems in it came to be written. The sessions will all include a 
workshop element where the class will get the chance to write both 
collaboratively and individually to create their own poems.

1st to 6th classes



  AUTHOR   Judi Curtin

  AUTHOR   Debbie Thomas

Join the 2017 winner of the Irish Book Awards in Ennis and Ennistymon 
libraries to hear about Judi Curtin’s life as a best-selling writer. Described 
as the Irish Jacqueline Wilson, Judi writes warm, convincing contemporary 
stories about girls, friendships and families. Be inspired to become a lover 
of reading and writing by the author of the ‘Alice and Megan’ series, the ‘Eva’ 
series and several other books. 
Judi’s latest series, about time-travelling friends Beth and Molly beginning 
with Time After Time, brings us real characters in convincing everyday 
situations with the characteristic helping of fun that makes her one of 
Ireland’s favourite writers for children.
You’ve Got a Friend (O’Brien Press) is her newest publication. Thirteen year-
old problem solvers and heroines of Time After Time, Molly and Beth have lots 
of help for a rather lonely Molly’s Dad with plenty of adventures along the way.
4th, 5th and 6th classes
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Explore the magic of stories with children’s author Debbie Thomas. 
Debbie Thomas grew up in England, worked as a journalist in Bangladesh 
and South Africa and has now settled(ish) in Ireland with her husband and 
three daughters. Her fifth book for children, My Secret Dragon, is published 
this September by Little Island. She is the Writer-in-Residence at Crumlin 
Hospital School, works with children all over Ireland in creative writing 
and global education and one day soon will bungee jump from a bridge in 
Ecuador. 

In her hour-long sessions in libraries in October you will have a chance to 
meet the characters in her books and learn from the expert about creating 
your own characters, plots and settings. Lots of fun and participation 
guaranteed.
4th, 5th and 6th classes

Beyond Words: a workshop for parents and children - Debbie Thomas

Before writing came stories; before words there were pictures. The Silent 
Books are a collection of more than a hundred wordless picture books 
gathered from around the world by IBBY (the International Board on Books 
for Young People [http://www.ibbyireland.com]. The workshop will explore 
some of these beautiful books with children’s writer Debbie Thomas. 
Participants will make their own sense of the wordless stories and use 
them as a launch pad for their own imaginative journeys. They will develop 
oral, written, artistic and creative skills and enjoy teamwork, creative 
thinking and, most of all, discovering their own magical gift of storytelling.  

An intimate family session for Syrian, African or other immigrant parents 
and children who have recently come to live in County Clare.
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  TEDDY BEAR’S HOSPITAL

  THE WILDLIFE OF COUNTY CLARE 
 David Lyons and Elaine Keegan

Is your teddy a little under the weather at the moment? Is he feeling tired and wondering 
what supplies and care he will need to see him through the winter months? He may just need 
a medical check-up. The staff of the Teddy Bears Hospital, Medical Society, University of 
Limerick will look after your beloved teddies this October in Ennis and Shannon libraries. 
While the doctors and nurses look after all their needs and give them lots of TLC, teddies will 
also have a chance to look at their favourite books with you and listen to a teddy bear’s tale or 
two!

Junior and Senior Infants

David Lyons and Elaine Keegan are Wildlife Rangers in County Clare and will provide 
engaging interactive presentations on the amazing wildlife found in your local area 
during Children’s Book Festival 2018.  Their talks will cover the variety of habitats found 
in our county and the incredible plants and animals that can be found in them. The 
presentations include amazing photos, video clips and sounds covering some of our most 
fascinating creatures and is suitable for young and old alike. 

3rd and 4th OR 5th and 6th classes



Programme of  Events
COROFIN LIBRARY     Tel. 065 6837219

 Wed 17th October  9.45am  
 AUTHOR ERIKA MCGANN gives tips on investigating crimes, solving mysteries, and secret 
 club houses all in the company of Cass and her best friends from the Bubble Street Gang   
 books.   1st and 2nd OR 3rd and 4th classes    

 Thurs 18th October 12.00 noon  
 AUTHORS AND ILLUSTRATORS ALAN NOLAN AND NATASHA MAC A’BHÁIRD 
 The My Ireland Activity Books creators will take you on a journey around your own country – 
 solving puzzles, hearing stories, joining in on drawing demos and finding out fun facts about   
 your locality! 
 3rd and 4th classes

DEVALERA LIBRARY, ENNIS    TEL. 065 6846353
 Tues 2nd October  1.00pm  
 NATURE AND WILDLIFE OF COUNTY CLARE presented by David Lyons   
 3rd and 4th OR 5th and 6th classes

 Mon 8th October  10.30am  
 AUTHOR JUDI CURTIN  Join the best-selling author on a journey through her 
 ever-popular series of books and pick up your own writing tips along the way.  
 3rd and 4th OR 5th and 6th classes

 Tues 9th October  10.00am  
 AUTHOR SADHBH DEVLIN talks about her books Bí ag Spraoi Liom! and Beag Bídeach! 
 (Futa Fata) followed by fun activities based on her stories.     
 Junior and Senior Infants or 1st and 2nd classes

 Wed 17th October  11.30am  
 AUTHOR ERIKA MCGANN gives tips on investigating crimes, solving mysteries, secret club 
 houses all in the company of Cass and her best friends from the Bubble Street Gang books.
 1st and 2nd OR 3rd and 4th classes

 Thurs 18th October 10.00am  
 AUTHORS AND ILLUSTRATORS ALAN NOLAN AND NATASHA MAC A’BHÁIRD 
 The My Ireland Activity Books creators will take you on a journey around your own country – 
 solving puzzles, hearing stories, joining in on drawing demos and finding out fun facts about   
 your locality! 
 3rd and 4th classes

 Wed 24th October  10.30am  
 TEDDY BEAR’S HOSPITAL
 Junior and Senior Infants

 Thurs 25th October 10.30am  
 BUILD YOUR DREAM PLAYGROUND! Discover how books bring new worlds to life at an 
 Architecture Workshop for Kids presented by Jacinta Curley  

 1st and 2nd classes 7



  ENNISTYMON LIBRARY    TEL. 065 7071245
 Mon 8th October  1.20pm  
 AUTHOR JUDI CURTIN Join the best-selling author on a journey through her ever-popular series of   
 books and pick up your own writing tips along the way.            3rd and 4th OR 5th and 6th classes

 Thurs 11th October  1.30pm  
 AUTHOR DEBBIE THOMAS. A conversation and silent books sharing session with Syrian children and 
 parents. 

 Wed 17th October  11.20am  
 AUTHOR CAROLINE BUSHER An Expedition to Wolfland with the Girl Who Ate The Stars !    
 A writing workshop for 5th and 6th classes

 Fri 19th October  1.15pm  
 AUTHORS AND ILLUSTRATORS ALAN NOLAN AND NATASHA MAC A’BHÁIRD 
 The My Ireland Activity Books creators will take you on a journey around your own country – 
 solving puzzles, hearing stories, joining in on drawing demos and finding out fun facts about   
 your locality!   3rd and 4th classes

 Mon 22nd October  10.30am  
 BUILD YOUR DREAM PLAYGROUND! Discover how books bring new worlds to life at an Architecture   

 Workshop for Kids presented by Jacinta Curley. 1st and 2nd classes

 KILDYSART LIBRARY     065 6832113
 Thur 18th October  1.00pm  
 AUTHOR KUNAK MCGANN talks about old-school fun and games based on her recent book, Red Rover,  
 Red Rover: Games from an Irish Childhood   3rd and 4th classes

 Thurs 25th October  11.00am  
 NATURE AND WILDLIFE OF COUNTY CLARE  presented by Elaine Keegan.  

 3rd and 4th OR 5th and 6th classes

  KILKEE LIBRARY    TEL. 065 9056034
 Fri 5th October  11.45am 
 POETRY WITH LUCINDA JACOB Embark on a magical, inspirational journey through the seasons as   
 Lucinda reads from her bestselling poetry book for children, Hopscotch in the Sky. 
 1st to 6th classes

 Wed 10th October  1.30pm  
 AUTHOR SADHBH DEVLIN talks about her books Bí ag Spraoi Liom! and Beag Bídeach! (Futa Fata) 
 followed by fun activities based on her stories.     
 Junior and Senior Infants OR 1st and 2nd classes

 Thur 18th October  11.30am  
 AUTHOR ERIKA MCGANN gives tips on investigating crimes, solving mysteries, and secret club-houses   
 all in the company of Cass and her best friends from the Bubble Street Gang books.   
 1st and 2nd OR 3rd and 4th classes    

 Fri 19th October  1.00pm  
 NATURE AND WILDLIFE OF COUNTY CLARE presented by Elaine Keegan.  
 3rd and 4th OR 5th and 6th classes

 Wed 24th October  1.30pm  
 AUTHOR DAVE RUDDEN A workshop focusing on idea generation, plot structure, editing and 
 how to motivate yourself to take those first steps on the path to becoming a writer.
 5th and 6th classes 8

Programme of  Events



  KILLALOE LIBRARY    TEL. 061 376062
 Thurs 4th October  1.15pm  
 BUILD YOUR DREAM PLAYGROUND! Discover how books bring new worlds to life at an Architecture  
 Workshop for Kids presented by Jacinta Curley. 
1st and 2nd class

 Tues 9th October  11.45am  
 NATURE AND WILDLIFE OF COUNTY CLARE presented by David Lyons. 
 3rd and 4th OR 5th and 6th classes

 Mon 15th October  11.00am  
 AUTHOR CAROLINE BUSHER An Expedition to Wolfland with the Girl Who Ate The Stars ! 
 A writing workshop for 5th and 6th classes

 Tues 23rd October  11.30am  
 AUTHOR DAVE RUDDEN  A workshop focussng on idea generation, plot structure, editing and how to 
 motivate yourself to take those first steps on the path to becoming a writer.
 5th and 6th classes

  KILMIHIL LIBRARY    TEL. 065 9050528
 Thurs 18th October  11.00am  
 AUTHOR KUNAK MCGANN talks about old-school fun and games based on her recent book, Red Rover,  
 Red Rover: Games from an Irish Childhood   
3rd and 4th classes

 Thurs 25th October  11.00am  
 NATURE AND WILDLIFE OF COUNTY CLARE presented by Elaine Keegan.  
 3rd and 4th OR 5th and 6th classes

  KILRUSH LIBRARY    TEL. 065 9051504
 Fri 5th October  10.10am 
 POETRY WITH LUCINDA JACOB Embark on a magical, inspirational journey through the seasons as   
 Lucinda reads from her bestselling poetry book for children, Hopscotch in the Sky. 
 1st to 6th classes 

 Wed 10th October  11.30am  
 AUTHOR SADHBH DEVLIN talks about her books Bí ag Spraoi Liom! and Beag Bídeach! (Futa Fata)   
 followed by fun activities based on her stories.     
 Junior and Senior Infants OR 1st and 2nd classes

 Thurs 18th October   9.45am  
 AUTHOR ERIKA MCGANN gives tips on investigating crimes, solving mysteries, and secret club  
 houses all in the company of Cass and her best friends from the Bubble Street Gang books.    
 1st and 2nd OR 3rd and 4th classes

 Fri 19th October  11.00am  
 NATURE AND WILDLIFE OF COUNTY CLARE presented by Elaine Keegan. 
 3rd and 4th OR 5th and 6th classes

 Wed 24th October  10.45am  
 AUTHOR DAVE RUDDEN A workshop focusing on idea generation, plot structure, editing and  
 how to  motivate yourself to take those first steps on the path to becoming a writer.
 5th and 6th classes 9
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  MILTOWN MALBAY LIBRARY    TEL. 065 7084822
 Wed 3rd October  from 10.00am  
 Books for BUMBLEance tour with popular children’s authors on board.

 Thurs 4th October  11.45am 
 POETRY WITH LUCINDA JACOB Embark on a magical, inspirational journey through the seasons as   
 Lucinda reads from her bestselling poetry book for children, Hopscotch in the Sky.  1st to 6th classes 
 Wed 10th October  10.30am  
 BUILD YOUR DREAM PLAYGROUND! Discover how books bring new worlds to life at an Architecture   
 Workshop for Kids presented by Jacinta Curley. 1st and 2nd classes
 Wed 17th October  1.40pm  
 AUTHOR CAROLINE BUSHER. Becoming an author. Top tips from a best-selling author. 
 4th, 5th OR 6th classes

 Fri 19th October  11.00am  
 AUTHORS AND ILLUSTRATORS ALAN NOLAN AND NATASHA MAC A’BHÁIRD 
 The My Ireland Activity Books creators will take you on a journey around your own country – 
  solving puzzles, hearing stories, joining in on drawing demos and finding out fun facts about   

  your locality!   3rd and 4th classes

  NEWMARKET-ON-FERGUS LIBRARY    TEL. 061 368411
 Thurs 4th October  10.00am to 11.30am 
 Books for BUMBLEance tour with popular children’s authors on board.

 Tue 16th October  11.00am  
  NATURE AND WILDLIFE OF COUNTY CLARE presented by David Lyons. 

  3rd and 4th OR 5th and 6th classes

  SCARIFF LIBRARY    TEL. 061 922893
 Tue 2nd October  from 10.00am  
 Books for BUMBLEance tour with popular children’s authors on board.

 Thurs 4th October  10.30am  
 BUILD YOUR DREAM PLAYGROUND! Discover how books bring new worlds to life at an Architecture   
 Workshop for Kids presented by Jacinta Curley. 1st and 2nd classes

 Tue 9th October  10.00am  
 NATURE AND WILDLIFE OF COUNTY CLARE presented by David Lyons. 
 3rd and 4th OR 5th and 6th classes

 Mon 15th October  1.15pm  
 AUTHOR CAROLINE BUSHER. Becoming an author. Top tips from a best-selling author. 
 4th, 5th OR 6th classes

 Tue 23rd October  9.45am  
 AUTHOR DAVE RUDDEN A workshop focussing on idea generation, plot structure, editing and 
 how to motivate yourself to take those first steps on the path to becoming a writer.

 5th and 6th classes
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  LISDOONVARNA LIBRARY    TEL. 0657074029

 Thurs 4th October  10.10am 
 POETRY WITH LUCINDA JACOB Embark on a magical, inspirational journey through the seasons as   
 Lucinda reads from her bestselling poetry book for children, Hopscotch in the Sky. 
 1st to 6th classes

 Thurs 11th October 11.00am  
  AUTHOR DEBBIE THOMAS A conversation and silent books sharing session with Syrian children and 

   parents.



  SHANNON LIBRARY    TEL. 061 364266
 Wed 3rd October  10.30am  
 TEDDY BEAR’S HOSPITAL   Junior and Senior Infants

 Thurs 4th October  1.00pm to 2.30pm  
 Books for BUMBLEance tour with popular children’s authors on board.

 Tues 9th October  11.45am  
 AUTHOR SADHBH DEVLIN talks about her books Bí ag Spraoi Liom! and Beag Bídeach! (Futa Fata)   
 followed by fun activities based on her stories.   Junior and Senior Infants

 Wed 10th October  1.30pm  
 AUTHOR DEBBIE THOMAS talks about and reads from her children’s books to date with a personal 
 introduction to her latest book My Secret Dragon, published this September by Little Island.    
 4th, 5th OR 6th classes

 Tues 16th October  10.00am  
 AUTHOR CAROLINE BUSHER. An Expedition to Wolfland with the Girl Who Ate The Stars ! 
 A writing workshop for 5th and 6th classes

 Tue 23rd October  11.45am  
 NATURE AND WILDLIFE OF COUNTY CLARE presented by David Lyons. 
 3rd and 4th OR 5th and 6th classes

  SIXMILEBRIDGE LIBRARY    TEL. 061 369678
 Wed 10th October  11.00am  
 AUTHOR DEBBIE THOMAS. A conversation and silent books sharing with Syrian children and parents.

 Tues 16th October  1.00pm  
 AUTHOR CAROLINE BUSHER. Becoming an author. Top tips from a best-selling author. 
 4th, 5th OR 6th classes

 Wed 17th October  1.00pm  
 AUTHOR KUNAK MCGANN talks about old-school fun and games based on her recent book, Red Rover,  
 Red Rover: Games from an Irish Childhood   
 3rd and 4th classes
 
 Tue 23rd October  10.00am  
 NATURE AND WILDLIFE OF COUNTY CLARE presented by David Lyons. 
 3rd and 4th OR 5th and 6th classes

  TULLA LIBRARY    TEL. 065 6835919
 Tue 2nd October  10.00am  
 NATURE AND WILDLIFE OF COUNTY CLARE presented by David Lyons. 
 3rd and 4th OR 5th and 6th classes

 Wed 17th October  10.00am  
 AUTHOR KUNAK MCGANN talks about old-school fun and games based on her recent book, Red Rover,   
 Red Rover: Games from an Irish Childhood   
 3rd and 4th classes 11
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