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   AUTHOR VISIT Maeve Devoy

HUNTING AND GATHERING TALES
Join recently published author Maeve Devoy to create a Medieval town  
through storytelling. Working in teams, children will engage their 
research skills to create towns, characters and stories brought together 
to make a physical book using paper and twine to take with them 
at the end of the workshop. Maeve’s classes include lots of creative 
thinking, planning, writing, readings and performances, all enhanced 
by mindful thinking, group work and discussion. Her playful and clever 
workshop techniques inspire children to believe that they each have 
a story to tell and that their experiences matter.

4th, 5th and 6th classes

   FIGHTING WORDS Creative Writing Workshop

Founded by Roddy Doyle and Sean Love ten years ago Fighting Words 
aims to help children, young people and adults to discover and harness 
the power of their own imaginations and creative writing skills.  
Fighting Words is also about using the creative practice of writing 
and storytelling to empower children and teenagers  to become resilient, 
creative and successful shapers of their own lives.
In the Fighting Words workshops during Children’s Book Festival, classes 
will create and craft their own stories under the expert guidance of the 
Fighting Words team. They will spend the first part of the time working 
together, as a group, creating a story initially through role play and 
improvisation. They then work together, developing characters, setting 
and plot, adding dialogue and editing as they go. Each participant 
then has the opportunity to work on their own individual pieces of writing, 
helped and encouraged by Fighting Words tutors.  

5th and 6th classes in Primary Schools 
and Second Level Junior Cycle Students 

Have you ever thought there was a monster under the bed? The 
monsters in Gary Ward’s book are anything but scary. Gryffin, Bugly, 
Bidge, and Poppi get up to all sorts of mischief but when they’re not 
playing with bubbles, eating lots of cookies and generally making 
a mess they will take you to a magical world where you will find your 
very own, not scary, but magical monster under your bed!!
Gary Ward’s funny rhyming picture book Under the Bed Monsters is 
perfect bedtime reading for young children. Come and explore it, 
listen to lots of stories and enjoy story-related colouring fun at Clare 
libraries this October.

Junior and Senior Infants

  UNDER THE BED MONSTERS
 Reading and Rhyming Stories
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Join author Sadhbh Devlin and illustrator Tarsila Krüse for a fun-filled 
workshop based on their picturebook Bí ag Spraoi Liom! Their joint 
workshops are jam-packed with creative activities for young children. 
Sadhbh will read the story and talk about creativity and inventions 
and afterwards the children will have an opportunity to design their 
own inventions, which Tarsila will draw.

Sadhbh Devlin is a writer, columnist, television presenter and researcher. 
She is the Irish-language author of two picturebooks, Bí ag Spraoi Liom! 
(Futa Fata, 2017) and Beag Bídeach (Futa Fata, 2018). She lives in Co. 
Wicklow with her husband, twin daughters and two guinea pigs.

1st OR 2nd class 

   BÍ AG SPRAOÍ LIOM! le Sadhbh agus Tarsila

DRAWING WORKSHOP: MY LITTLE ALBUM OF... with Tarsila Krüse

Meet illustrator Tarsila Krüse on a drawing journey through your own 
town! Prompted with images from Tarsila’s latest book My Little Album 
of Dublin (co-authored with Juliette Saumande) children are invited to 
contribute with their own ideas, creating a town of their own, practicing 
with basic shapes and drawing along to create their own characters, 
environments, and stories to bring home!

Tarsila Krüse is an award-winning children’s books illustrator making 
books and daydreaming in Dublin. She’s had seven published books 
to date including My Little Album of Dublin (O’Brien Press), Ná Gabh ar 
Scoil!  (Futa Fata) and Percy Péacóg (Futa Fata). She lives in a house 
with a bright yellow door with her husband, son and two crazy little dogs.

2nd and/or 3rd class 

   DRAWING WORKSHOP with Tarsila Krüse

  WAYNE O’CONNOR: The World’s Worst Children
 or Stories of  Myth and Magic

Artist, storyteller, and all round funny man Wayne O’Connor presents 
The World’s Worst Children.
Most children are nice, right? But come and meet the “bad eggs”, the 
world’s most horrible children and learn why they are so terrible. Artist 
and storyteller, Wayne O’Connor will introduce you to the World’s 
Worst Children in an energetic and fun filled session based on the 
books of David Walliams.
Laughter guaranteed ! 
3rd and 4th classes

Stories of Myth and Magic:
Alternatively Wayne O Connor will share his love for myths and folktales 
with you from around the world. Stories filled with adventure and magic 
and brought to life in an energetic and interactive session. Prepare to 
be thrilled, scared and enchanted in this exciting storytelling session! 

5th and 6th classes
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   AUTHOR VISIT Jane Mitchell

Jane Mitchell is an award-winning writer of books for children and 
young people. She has travelled extensively and has spent time as 
a volunteer at the Jungle Camp in Calais, where 7,000 refugees lived 
for almost 2 years until the camp was dismantled in November 2016. 
Her novel for older children tells the story of Ghalib Shenu, a 13-year 
old Kurdish boy who lives in Syria. He doesn’t want to leave his home 
but Kobani has become too dangerous. His family has no choice but 
to leave everything behind and try for a new life elsewhere. 
Jane will bring the experiences of real Syrian families to life for the 
children she meets in Clare libraries through her book, A Dangerous 
Crossing; a story of astonishing bravery and solidarity in the face of 
despair. 
There’s nothing like a great novel to make the world come alive. An important book, a 
necessary book, but above all, a brilliantly told story.’ 

(Sarah Webb, writer and reviewer, February 2017)

5th and 6th classes 

   AUTHOR VISIT  Tony Maude

Tony Maude,the London based composer, poet and singer combines 
great stories from literature with music, guitar and occasionally 
ukelele, mesmerizing the audience with his wonderful voice while 
introducing us to Yeats, Shakespeare and other characters!
With five studio albums and poetry publications to date, Tony has 
extensive experience in various educational settings worldwide with 
adults and young people. As part of his Autumn 2019 tour of libraries 
and theatres, his Children’s Book Festival appearances in Clare will 
include famous and perhaps not so famous stories, as well as poetry 
and song interspersed with poetic riddles, to guarantee an enter-
taining, stimulating and interactive experience for all. 
A unique opportunity to see how music and poetry build their own stage 
and the audience is, as in Shakespeare’s time, drawn into the action.                                        
See www.tonymaude.com for further details.

5th and 6th classes 

   PLANET SCIENCE

Enjoy a hands-on scientific experience exploring topics including 
biology, physics, chemistry and geology. In planet science workshops 
children have the opportunity to explore a range of scientific principles.
In the Children’s Book Festival sessions classes will take part in their 
very own Slime Labs where they will discover the science behind poly-
mers and how molecules bond. They will make slime monsters and slime 
bubbles and other exciting creations learning about chemistry, acid base 
reactions and test tube science as they work through their experiments.

3rd and 4th OR 5th and 6th classes 
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   AUTHOR VISIT Patricia Forde

Patricia Forde is the author of several books for children including 
Picture Books and lots of Easy Readers. In May 2015 she published her 
first novel The Wordsmith with Little Island publishers. She has also 
written plays, as well as several television drama series for children 
and teenagers and has worked as a writer on both English and Irish 
language soap operas.

In her audiences with children in Clare this October Patricia will bring 
the story of Letta,  the Wordsmith to life. On the death of her master, Letta 
suddenly becomes the next Wordsmith, charged with collecting and 
archiving words where she lives in post-apocalyptic, neo-medieval Ark. 
In doing so she must unravel a sinister plan that exists to suppress 
language and rob her people of the power of speech. She quickly 
realises that she has to save not only words but the entire culture of 
her people and where she lives.

The Wordsmith is an intriguing and exciting read for older children; 
a story guaranteed to come alive during the author’s meetings with 
her young readers.

4th, 5th and 6th classes

   AUTHOR VISIT  Audrey Moore

Audrey Moore writes books for young children and lives in County 
Kildare. Her first story Ping and Po-Li  was published in 2015 and Ping 
and Po-Li, Rainforest Rescue launched in April 2019. The books have 
underlying messages for children including the importance of healthy 
eating  and how active we can be in helping people and animals. Join 
Ping the Panda and his friend Po-Li and their many interesting animal 
friends as they embark on their adventures through the Asian rainforest. 
Audrey will be accompanied by her mascot Ping in all libraries. There will 
be lots of chat, story sharing, colouring and other activities related 
to Audrey’s books.

Junior and Senior Infants OR 1st and 2nd class

   AUTHOR VISIT  Derek Mulveen

Irish children’s author Derek Mulveen has captured the imaginations 
of young readers with his magical adventure books and whimsical 
Tír na nÓg style storytelling. He will be looking for your help to save 
Robot Island along with telling you stories of his favourite hero Oisín 
the Brave from his books Oisín the Brave Moon Adventure and Oisin 
the Brave Robot Island. Derek’s story sessions for young children are 
packed full of fun and include lots of audience participation.

Juniors/ Senior Infants OR 1st class



  LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD AND FRIENDS     
 presented by Booster Cushion Theatre

Little Red Riding Hood’s friend arrives at the library to tell us the story of 
this very famous fairytale heroine but he has a problem... there are no 
pages in his storybook! He tries to tell the story and we get to meet 
Red Riding Hood’s mum, dad and grandma but he still gets it wrong. 
Maybe Cinderella will come to the rescue?
There is lots of participation in this theatre show. The audience becomes 
Cinderella’s backing band, they get the chance to audition to become 
wolves and their help is very much needed by Red Riding Hood’s dad 
in cutting down trees!
Tradition is left far behind in this fast, funny show that uses lots of 
slapstick and child participation. The audience will be captivated from 
start to finish.

Junior and Senior Infants OR 1st and 2nd classes

   AUDIO DRAMA WORKSHOPS Ann Dalton

Audio Drama Workshops facilitated by Ann Dalton, Writer/Producer, 
Seoid Productions.

Ann Dalton’s audio drama workshops are tailored to suit different 
primary school classes, with discussion and activities based around 
writing, drama, sound effects and voice recording. In preparation, 
teachers will receive audio files in advance to listen to with their classes 
before attending the workshop in the library. 

Ann will demonstrate how writing for radio differs to other formats and 
will explore the many ways of telling stories including illustration, comic 
books, movies, poetry and song. 

Ann will provide a voice recorder and encourage the children to do 
voice overs… often one of the most popular workshop activities! 
Come and explore a pop-up version of an RTE Junior Radio Studio!

The workshops are based on research on the use of audio within 
the primary school curriculum. Teachers who participated agreed that 
children were able to respond to radio drama in a very creative way 
using a mix of literacy skills such as talk and discussion, active and 
collaborative learning , the use of ICT and role play.

1st to 3rd class OR 4th to 6th class
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PROGRAMME OF EVENTS
COROFIN   Tel 065 6837219

Wed 2nd October  Under the Bed Monsters. 
9.45am   Reading, Rhyming and Story fun.
     For brave Junior and Senior Infants
    
Thurs 10th October  Hunting and Gathering Tales with author Maeve Devoy. 
10.00am   Includes creative thinking, writing, readings and performances in 
    fun group settings.
    4th OR 5th and 6th class

ENNIS   Tel 065 6846353  

Wed 2nd October  Under the Bed Monsters. Reading, Rhyming and Story fun.
11.20am   For brave Junior and Senior Infants

Mon 7th October  Author, Jane Mitchell brings her novel A Dangerous Crossing, based  
11.00am   on the experiences of a real Syrian family to life. 
    Senior classes will learn about the plight of 13 year old Ghalib Shenu 
    who must leave everything to find a new life elsewhere. 
    5th and 6th class

Wed 9th October  Little Red Riding Hood and Friends! 
1.15pm to 2.15pm  Presented by Booster Cushion Theatre.
    Junior and Senior Infants, 1st class

Thurs 10th October  Hunting and Gathering Tales with author Maeve Devoy. 
1.00pm   Includes creative thinking, writing, readings and 
    performances in fun group settings. 
    4th, 5th and 6th class

Thurs 17th October  Children’s Author Audrey Moore along with her giant panda mascot 
12 noon   Ping shares her books set in the Asian rainforests with young children.
    Junior and Senior Infants OR 1st and 2nd classes

ENNISTYMON   Tel 065 7071245  

Tues 15th October  Stories from around the World with Tony Maude.
10.30am   Child centred, interactive workshop featuring stories, music and poetry  
    based on well-known children’s literature. 
    5th and 6th class

Thurs 17th October           Bí ag Spraoi liom! le Sadhbh Devlin agus Tarsila Krüse.
12noon   A fun-filled workshop packed with creative activities by both the writer and  
    illustrator of the picturebook Bí ag Spraoi Liom! 
    1st and 2nd class

Mon 21st October  Author Patricia Forde talks about her book The Wordsmith, a gripping
1.30pm   suspense story, in an exciting presentation for older children.
    5th and 6th class
 
Tues 22nd October            Planet Science: hands-on scientific experience exploring topics 
10.00am   including biology, physics and chemistry.
    3rd and 4th OR 5th and 6th class
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KILDYSART  Tel 065 6832113  

Tues 1st October  Wayne O’Connor presents Myth and Magic based on folktales from   
1.15pm   around the world. Prepare to be thrilled, scared and enchanted in this   
    exciting storytelling session.
    4th, 5th OR 6th classes

Fri 18th October  Children’s Author Audrey Moore along with her giant panda mascot 
12 noon   Ping shares her books set in the Asian rainforests with young children.
    Junior and Senior Infants OR 1st and 2nd classes

KILKEE   Tel 065 9056034  

Thurs 10th October  Little Red Riding Hood and Friends!     
9.45am   Presented by Booster Cushion Theatre.
    Junior and Senior Infants, 1st class
 
Wed 16th October  Fighting Words workshop will inspire a love of writing among 
1.15pm   older children as they create original stories together.
    5th and 6th class

Mon 21st October              Planet Science: hands-on scientific experience exploring topics
1.00pm   including biology, physics and chemistry.
    3rd and 4th OR 5th and 6th class

Tues 22nd October  Author Patricia Forde talks about her book The Wordsmith, a gripping
1.45pm   suspense story, in an exciting presentation for older children.
    5th and 6th class

KILLALOE    Tel 061 376062    

Wed 2nd October   Wayne O’Connor presents The World’s Worst Children, an energetic 
1.10pm   and fun-filled session based on the books of David Walliams.
    3rd and 4th class 

Fri 4th October  Audio Drama Workshops facilitated by Ann Dalton, Writer/Producer.
1.30pm   Experience a pop-up version of an RTE Junior Radio Studio!
    1st to 3rd class or 4th to 6th class

Fri 11th October  Hunting and Gathering Tales with author Maeve Devoy.
1.00pm   Includes creative thinking, writing, readings and performances   
    in fun group settings. 
    4th, 5th and 6th class 

Tues 15th October  Fighting Words workshop will inspire a love of writing among older
10.00am   children as they create original stories together.
    5th and 6th class

Tues 22nd October  Author Derek Mulveen of Eires Kids takes you across the seas of your
10.00am   imagination to help Oisin the Brave save Robot Island. 
    Storytime for Juniors, Seniors, 1st class

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS
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KILMIHIL   Tel 065 9050528  

Tues 1st October  Wayne O’Connor presents Myth and Magic based on folktales from   
11.15am   around the world. Prepare to be thrilled, scared and enchanted in this   
    exciting storytelling session.
    4th, 5th OR 6th classes

Fri 18th October  Children’s Author Audrey Moore along with her giant panda mascot 
10.00am   Ping shares her books set in the Asian rainforests with young children.
    Junior and Senior Infants OR 1st and 2nd classes

KILRUSH    Tel 065 9051504    

Thurs 10th October  Little Red Riding Hood and Friends!
1.15pm   Presented by Booster Cushion Theatre.
    Junior and Senior Infants, 1st class

Wed 16th October  Fighting Words workshop will inspire a love of writing among older
10.00am   children as they create original stories together.
    5th and 6th class 

Mon 21st October  Planet Science: hands-on scientific experience exploring topics
10.00am   including biology, physics and chemistry.
    3rd and 4th OR 5th and 6th class

Tues 22nd October  Author Patricia Forde talks about her book The Wordsmith, a gripping
11.30am   suspense story, in an exciting presentation for older children.
    5th and 6th class 

LISDOONVARNA Tel 065 7074029  

Thurs 3rd October  Audio Drama Workshops facilitated by Ann Dalton, Writer/Producer.
11.00am   Experience a pop-up version of an RTE Junior Radio Studio!
    1st to 3rd class OR 4th to 6th class

Wed 23rd October  Author Derek Mulveen of Eires Kids takes you across the seas of your
10.00am   imagination to help Oisin the Brave save Robot Island. 
    Storytime for Juniors, Seniors, 1st class

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS
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NEWMARKET   Tel 061 368411    

Tues 8th October   Author, Jane Mitchell brings her novel A Dangerous Crossing, based  
1.45pm   on the experiences of a real Syrian family to life. 
    Senior classes will learn about the plight of 13 year old Ghalib Shenu  
    who must leave everything to find a new life elsewhere. 
    5th and 6th class

Fri 18th October  Drawing Workshop: My Little Album of... with illustrator Tarsila Krüse.
1.30pm   Children are invited to create a town of their own, drawing along with  
    Tarsila to create their own characters, environments, and stories to    
    bring home.
    2nd and 3rd class

SCARIFF    Tel 061 922893    

Wed 2nd October   Wayne O’Connor presents The World’s Worst Children, an energetic and  
11.00am   fun-filled session based on the books of David Walliams.
    3rd and 4th class   

Fri 4th October  Audio Drama Workshops facilitated by Ann Dalton, Writer/Producer.
11.00am   Experience a pop-up version of an RTE Junior Radio Studio!
    1st to 3rd class or 4th to 6th class

Fri 11th October  Hunting and Gathering Tales with author Maeve Devoy.
10.30am   Includes creative thinking, writing, readings and performances   
    in fun group settings. 
    4th, 5th and 6th class 

Tues 15th October  Fighting Words workshop will inspire a love of writing among older
2.00pm   children as they create original stories together.
    Secondary School Students

Tues 22nd October  Author Derek Mulveen of Eires Kids takes you across the seas of your
1.00pm   imagination to help Oisin the Brave save Robot Island. 
    Storytime for Juniors, Seniors, 1st class

MILTOWN MALBAY  Tel 065 7084822    

Thurs 3rd October  Audio Drama Workshops facilitated by Ann Dalton, Writer/Producer.
1.30pm   Experience a pop-up version of an RTE Junior Radio Studio!
    1st to 3rd class OR 4th to 6th class

Tues 15th October   Stories from around the World with Tony Maude.
1.30pm   Child centred, interactive workshop featuring stories, music and poetry  
    based on well-known children’s literature. 
    5th and 6th class
   
Thurs 17th October  Bí ag Spraoi liom! le Sadhbh Devlin agus Tarsila Krüse.
10.00am   A fun-filled workshop packed with creative activities by both the 
    writer and illustrator of the picturebook Bí ag Spraoi Liom! 
    1st and 2nd class
 
Tues 22nd October  Planet Science: hands-on scientific experience exploring topics
1.00pm   including biology, physics and chemistry.
    3rd and 4th OR 5th and 6th class

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS
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SHANNON   Tel 061 364266    

Thur 3rd October   Under the Bed Monsters. Reading, Rhyming and Story fun.
11.20am   For brave Junior and Senior Infants    

Mon 7th October  Author, Jane Mitchell brings her novel A Dangerous Crossing, based  
1.30pm   on the experiences of a real Syrian family to life. 
    Senior classes will learn about the plight of 13 year old Ghalib Shenu 
    who must leave everything to find a new life elsewhere. 
    5th and 6th class
   
Wed 9th October  Little Red Riding Hood and Friends!
10.15 to 11.15am  Presented by Booster Cushion Theatre.
    Junior and Senior Infants, 1st class   

Wed 16th October  Stories from around the World with Tony Maude.
1.15pm   Child centred, interactive workshop featuring stories, music and poetry  
    based on well-known children’s literature. 
    5th and 6th class
   
Mon 21st October  Author Patricia Forde talks about her book The Wordsmith, a gripping
10.30am   suspense story, in an exciting presentation for older children.
    5th and 6th class

SIXMILEBRIDGE  Tel 061 369678    

Thur 3rd October   Under the Bed Monsters. Reading, Rhyming and Story fun.
9.45am   For brave Junior and Senior Infants 
   
Wed 16th October  Stories from around the World with Tony Maude.
11.20am   Child centred, interactive workshop featuring stories, music 
    and poetry based on well-known children’s literature. 
    5th and 6th class

Thurs 17th October  Children’s Author Audrey Moore along with her giant panda mascot 
10.00am   Ping shares her books set in the Asian rainforests with young children.
    Junior and Senior Infants OR 1st and 2nd classes

Wed 23rd October  Author Derek Mulveen of Eires Kids takes you across the seas of your
1.30pm   imagination to help Oisin the Brave save Robot Island. 
    Storytime for Juniors, Seniors, 1st class

TULLA    Tel 061 369678    

Tue 8th October   Author, Jane Mitchell brings her novel A Dangerous Crossing, based  
11.15am   on the experiences of a real Syrian family to life. 
    Senior classes will learn about the plight of 13 year old Ghalib Shenu 
    who must leave everything to find a new life elsewhere. 
    5th and 6th class 
   
Fri 18th October  Drawing Workshop: My Little Album of... with illustrator Tarsila Krüse.
11.00am   Children are invited to create a town of their own, drawing along with  
    Tarsila to create their own characters, environments, and stories to    
    bring home.
    2nd and 3rd class

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS
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