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Changing of the Guard 
Tim Doyle

A book about Garda Jack Marrinan who played a major role in the modernisation of
the Gardaí. His colourful career included working on protection duty for WT Cosgrave
and a dismissal for his role in the 1961 Garda protest.  Historian of the Gardaí Conor
Brady considered that Marrinan’s role in driving change in the force was more
significant than any of the seven commissioners with whom he served. 

Currach Press 2021

Light on the Horizon: a community response 
to relationship abuse
Haven Horizons
This book tells the story of local charity Haven House which is now 30 years old. It
records a community’s response to domestic abuse and the corresponding social
and cultural changes during this period.  The work has expanded with cutting-edge
research by Haven Horizons on domestic abuse and the dismantling of the myths
that surround it. The book celebrates a community’s positive impact on the lives of
women and children but also reminds us that while much has been achieved, the
work is not finished.    

The Other Clare Volume 46
Shannon Archaeological and Historical Society 2022

Shannon Archaeological and Historical Society have published their 46th volume of
‘The Other Clare’ with its usual distinctive cover drawing by Clarecastle artist Hilary
Gilmore.  Contents this year include contributions from Joe Power, Patricia Lysaght,
John O’Brien, Brian Ó Dálaigh, Martin Breen and Ristéard Ua Cróinín, and many
others.

The Letter Home
Rachael English

Shannon native Rachael English, set her latest novel in the fictional village of
Cloonevan, which she says is inspired by the town of Kilkee, in County Clare. The
book tells the story of a journalist Jessie Daly who returns to Cloonevan and ends up
helping a friend research famine times in the area. Rachael gives credit to the online
resources of Clare Libraries for her research into the famine period in Clare which
she conducted during lockdown. 

Hachette Ireland 2022

Man in the Big House 
Eddie Lenihan

Eddie Lenihan recalls the stories told to him by Jimmy Armstrong, a patient in Our
Lady’s Psychiatric Hospital, Ennis. Eddie recorded Jimmy in the 1980s and noted that
he knew every road, lake and hill in his locality intimately. Jimmy was a known teller
of stories of all kinds and a selection of them are given in this book. Jimmy, a native
of Quin, died in 1987 and this is a wonderful tribute by Eddie Lenihan to Jimmy’s
storytelling skills. 

Hayes Print Publishing 2022

Books About Clare



Listen to the Land Speak
Manchán Magan

Manchán Magan's newest book is a continuation of his exploration of Ireland’s
relationship to the land, nature and our ancestor’s connection to it through language
and history. In this book, Manchán Magan sets out on a journey, through bogs,
across rivers and over mountains, to trace these ancestor’s footsteps. For lovers of
language, history and folklore - this book will inspire you to examine our countryside
with a deeper curiosity and understanding. 

Gil l  Books 2022

Kellie
Kellie Harrington with Roddy Doyle

After Kellie Harrington won gold at the Tokyo Olympics, the Irish public recognized
her as not merely a sporting hero, but a deeply inspirational human being. Now,
Kellie tells the story of her unlikely journey to the top, and of the many obstacles and
setbacks she overcame along the way. This is an inspiring read about staying
healthy in mind a body while navigating modern life, being a young woman in a
historically male dominated sport and staying true to your roots and beliefs. 

Sandycove 2022

Age Proof: The New Science of Living a Longer and Healthier Life
Rose Anne Kenny

Professor Rose Anne Kenny has 35 years of experience at the forefront of ageing
medicine. In Age Proof, she draws on her own research and the latest evidence to
demystify why we age and shows us that 80% of our ageing biology is within our
control: we can not only live longer lives but become happier and healthier deep into
our later years. This is a fascinating insight into the science and mental attitude
towards ageing. A perfect gift for the investigative minded ones in your life.

Lagom 2022

Time and Tide
Harper Collins 2022

This is a poignant memoir from Irish journalist and broadcaster Charlie Bird, where
he reflects on his life and phenomenal broadcasting career. In 2021, Charlie Bird
was diagnosed with motor neuron disease and since then his courageous and
public acceptance of the challenges of the disease has been an inspiration to many.
Written through the lens of his diagnosis, Charlie ponders the big questions and
takes stock of the small moments that we so often overlook. 

Charlie Bird

Daly Dish – Bold Food Made Good 
Gil l  Books 2022

Bold Food Made Good is jam packed full of recipes for those yummy comfort foods
but with a healthy twist. This is the third book in the Daly Dish series so far, all based
on the same premise – you can have treats without the guilt. The recipes are easy to
follow with simple wholesome ingredients, high in protein, low GI, with sugar
alternatives and healthy cooking methods. This would make a great gift for students
living away, or if you have hungry teens in the house.     

Gina and Karol Daly

Adult Irish Non-Fiction



Novelist as a Vocation
Haruki Murakami

Readers, writers and fans of Haruki Murakami alike will be enthralled by this
fascinating peek inside the master storyteller's mind. The worldwide bestselling
author and renowned recluse discusses his opinions on being a novelist, the
function of the novel in society, his own beginnings as a writer, and the creative
sparks that motivate other authors, musicians, and artists. This intensely personal
look at the craft of writing will intrigue readers who have long wondered where the
mysterious novelist gets his ideas and what motivates his bizarrely weird universes.

Harvil l  Secker 2022

Hot Air
Peter Stott

The era of global warming is now. Why has it taken so long for the issue to be
recognised, despite several dire warnings? Hot Air is the urgent account of how
climate science was developed, how it has been repeatedly undermined, and why
humanity doesn't have time to waste in the fight to halt climate change. Stott offers a
distinct "eye-of-the-storm" viewpoint on the century's most important narrative. 

Atlantic Books 2022

Super-Infinite: The Transformations of John Donne
Katherine Rundell

A biography of John Donne, the poet of love, sex, and death, from distinguished
scholar Katherine Rundell. By revealing the many facets of Donne's unique life, his
obsessions, his fiery words, and his turbulent Elizabethan times in Super-Infinite,
Rundell engages in a quick-witted "act of evangelization" that reveals Donne as the
most amazing mind and as a lesson in living. This is an extraordinary biography
about a man who suffered from black surges of sadness, yet expressed in his verse
electric joy and love.

Faber and Faber 2022

Faith, Hope and Carnage

Canongate Books 2022
This is a genuinely nuanced investigation of what actually motivates Cave's life and
creativity, as expressed in his own words, and was produced as a result of more
than forty hours of close interviews with the journalist Seán O'Hagan. The book
draws candidly on Cave's life, from his early childhood to the present day, his loves,
his work ethic and his dramatic transformation in recent years.  In Faith, Hope and
Carnage, a genuine story provides inspiration from a true creative. 

Nick Cave, Seán O'Hagan

Crying in H Mart

Picador 2021
Musician Michelle Zauner describes her painful adolescence, struggling with her
mother's high expectations, being the only Asian-American student at her Oregon
school, and the precious months she spent in Seoul with her grandmother. When
Michelle was 25 years old, her mother was diagnosed with terminal pancreatic
cancer, forcing her to face her identity and reclaim the cultural, linguistic, and
historical endowments that her mother had bestowed upon her. 

Michelle Zauner

Adult  Non-Fiction



The Girl with the Louding Voice
Abi Daré

The Girl with the Louding Voice is an unforgettable, motivational tale of a teenage
girl growing up in a rural Nigerian village who longs to get an education so she can
find her "louding voice" and speak up for herself. Adunni never loses sight of her
goal of escaping the life of poverty she was born into so that she can create the
future she wants for herself and aid other girls like her in doing the same, despite
the seemingly insurmountable challenges in her way.

Turtleback 2019

The Truth Must Dazzle Gradually
Helen Cullen

Maeve is an actor who is battling her most difficult role to date: being a mother to
four kids. Her devoted spouse Murtagh is a potter who led them out of the city and
into this rural lifestyle. The Moone siblings must discover the details of who their
parents really are and what has transpired since they first met, years earlier,
following one fateful night. As we follow one love story into another, we eventually
reach a future that none of the Moones could have foreseen. 

Penguin 2020

The Lincoln Highway
Amor Towles

In June, 1954, eighteen-year-old Emmett Watson is driven home to Nebraska by the
warden of the juvenile work farm where he has just served fifteen months for
involuntary manslaughter. But when the warden drives away, Emmett discovers that
two friends have stowed away in the trunk of the warden's car. They have a very
different plan for Emmett's future, one that will take the four of them on a fateful
journey to New York City. 

Hutchinson 2021

The Vanishing Half

Dialogue Books 2020
The twin sisters of Vignes will always be identical; but as adults, everything is
different for them. After growing up together in a small, southern black
neighbourhood and leaving when they were sixteen, their families, communities, and
racial identities couldn't be more different. Brit Bennett weaves together multiple
stories to create a tale that is both a touching family saga and an insightful
investigation into the American history of passing.

Brit  Bennett

Recommended  by Clare Book Clubs

The Island of Missing Trees

Penguin 2022
Two teenagers secretly meet and fall in love at a fig tree on their home island of
Cyprus. The fig tree is there when war breaks out, when the capital is reduced to
ashes and rubble, when the teenagers vanish. Decades later, Kostas returns—a
botanist, looking for native species—looking, really, for Defne. Years later, the same
fig tree in a London garden, is their daughter Ada's only knowledge of a home she
has never visited, as she seeks to untangle years of secrets and silence, and find her
place in the world.

Elif  Shafak



Best of Friends
Kamila Shamsie

Fourteen-year-old Maryam and Zahra have always been the best of friends, despite
their different backgrounds. Three decades later, in London, little has changed in
their friendship. But when unwelcome ghosts from their shared past re-enter their
world, both women find themselves driven to act in ways that will stretch and twist
their bond beyond all recognition. Best of Friends is a novel about  power and how
we use it, and about what we owe to those who've loved us the longest.

Bloomsbury 2022

Act of Oblivion
Robert Harris

It is 1660, General Edward Whalley and Colonel William Goffe, father- and son-in-law,
cross the Atlantic. They are on the run and wanted for the murder of Charles I. In
London, Richard Nayler, secretary of the regicide committee of the Privy Council, is
tasked with tracking down the fugitives. He'll stop at nothing until the two men are
brought to justice. Act of Oblivion is an epic journey across continents, and a chase
like no other. 

Hutchinson Heinemann 2022

The Marriage Portrait
Maggie O'Farrel l

In 1560s Florence; Lucrezia, third daughter of Cosimo de’ Medici, is comfortable with
her obscure place in the palazzo. But when her older sister dies on the eve of her
marriage, Lucrezia is thrust unwittingly into the limelight: the duke is quick to
request her hand in marriage, and her father to accept on her behalf. Having barely
left girlhood behind, Lucrezia must now make her way in a troubled court whose
customs are opaque and where her arrival is not universally welcomed. 

Tinder Press 2022

Adult Fiction

The Bullet that Missed
Richard Osman

Osman's beloved ageing investigators return in another captivating mystery that
blends wry wit and deft characterisation with fast-paced, intricate plotting. It is an
ordinary Thursday, and things should finally be returning to normal; except trouble is
never far away where the Thursday Murder Club are concerned. A local news legend
is on the hunt for a sensational headline, and soon the gang are hot on the trail of
two murders, ten years apart.

Viking 2022

The Seven Moons of Maali Almeida
Shehan Karunatilaka

Maali Almeida, is a dead photographer who sets out to solve the mystery of his own
death and is given one week during which he can travel between the afterlife and
the real world. In this time, he hopes to retrieve a set of photographs, stored under a
bed, and to persuade his friends to share them widely to expose the brutalities of the
Sri Lankan Civil War. One of Sri Lanka's foremost authors, Shehan Karunatilaka is
back with a searing satire and state-of-the-nation epic that proves yet again that the
best fiction offers the deeper truth. 

Sort of Books 2022

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sri_Lankan_Civil_War


Trespasses
Louise Kennedy

There is nothing special about the day Cushla meets Michael, a married man from
Belfast, in the pub owned by her family. But here, love is never far from violence, and
this encounter will change both of their lives forever. As Cushla is forced to tread
lines she never thought she would cross, tensions in the town are escalate. Tender
and shocking, Trespasses is an unforgettable debut about people trying to live
ordinary lives in extraordinary times. 

Bloomsbury Circus 2022

There's Been a Little Incident
Alice Ryan

Molly Black has disappeared and the Black family is arguing over what to do. Former
model Lady V presumes Molly's just off taking drugs and sleeping with strangers;
Cousin Anne, tired of living in Molly's shadow, is keeping quiet, and cousin Bobby is
distracted by his own issues. But Molly's disappearance is eerily familiar to Uncle
John. He is determined never to lose anyone again. Especially not his niece, who is
more like her mum than she realises. 

Apollo 2022

The Queen of Dirt Island
Donal Ryan

The Aylward women are mad about each other, but you wouldn't always think it.
You'd have to know them to know that their house is a place of peace, filled with love,
a refuge from the sadness and cruelty of the world. Theirs is a story of terrible
betrayals and fierce loyalties, of isolation and togetherness, of transgression,
forgiveness, desire, and love. About all the things family can be and all the things it
sometimes isn't. 

Doubleday 2022

Forever Home

Coronet 2022
Carol is a divorced teacher living in a small town in Ireland. A second chance at love
brings her unexpected connection and belonging. The new relationship sparks local
speculation. It seems there are secrets in Declan's past, strange rumours that were
never confronted and suddenly the house they share takes on a more sinister
significance. In his tense and darkly comic new novel Norton casts a light on the
relationship between mothers and daughters, and truth and self-preservation with
unnerving effect. 

Graham Norton

Again Rachel 

Michael Joseph 2022
In her twenties, Rachel Walsh was a mess. Since her spell in rehab, though, she's
come a long way on the road to recovery - and now, she's ready to go back to where
it all began. But this time, the student has become the teacher. Rachel's finally got
herself on track - but life never stops being messy. And when an old flame
resurfaces, will she go back to who she once was? Or nearing fifty, can she find
herself all over again? Marian Keyes is back on form with her sequel to one of her
bestsellers, Rachel’s Holiday.  

Marian Keyes

Adult Irish Fiction



Ace of Spades 
Faridah Àbíké-Íyímídé 

This exciting thriller covers personal and social issues, racism and multiculturalism,
sexuality and relationships. Set in a prestigious private school called Niveus
Academy, where Chiamaka and Devon are the only two black students. Tension
mounts when they discover someone is out to get them. Targeted by the Aces, their
secrets are about to be shared with the whole school in a sinister plot over which
they have no control. 

Usborne 2021

Sorcery of Thorns
Margaret Rogerson

Elisabeth was raised among the magical shelves in Austermeer's Great Library. The
library is filled with mystical grimoires that, when provoked, morph into hideous ink
and leather monsters. Elizabeth hopes one day to become a warden of these dark
but precious books. But everything changes when Elizabeth's mentor is murdered,
and a dangerous grimoire is released from the library. Suddenly Elizabeth is
accused of the worst of crimes and she must clear her name and  try to find the real
culprit. 

Simon and Schuster 2022

Last Night at the Telegraph Club
Milanda Lo

Seventeen-year-old Lily Hu can't remember exactly when the question took root, but
the answer was in full bloom the moment she and Kathleen Miller walked under the
flashing neon sign of a lesbian bar called the Telegraph Club. America in 1954 is not
a safe place for two girls to fall in love, especially not in Chinatown. Red-Scare
paranoia threatens everyone, including Chinese Americans like Lily. With
deportation looming over her father - despite his hard-won citizenship - Lily and
Kath risk everything to let their love see the light of day.

Hodder 2021

Baby Teeth

Litt le Island Books 2022
Claudia and Immy have fallen for each other before Claudia realizes Immy is a
vampire. Immy has been in love before across many lifetimes but never as deeply as
this. Loving a vampire was never going to be easy but Claudia accepts Immy’s
incredible secrets and true love prevails. Packed with emotion and suspense this
verse novel will remain with the reader long after the book is finished. 

Meg Grehan

Let’s Talk: About Relationships, Sex and Intimacy 
Richie Sadlier

Sports pundit and trained psychotherapist, Richie Sadlier writes and teaches about
topics such as sexuality, consent, sexual health and safety and alcohol. The tone of
the book is conversational and frank and the writing is based very much on the
author’s personal experiences. The book is a highly recommended read for teenage
boys and their parents and guardians. Never condoning or condemning, it simply
offers readers advice on how to make informed and healthy choices.

Gil l  Books 2022

Teens 

https://clare.spydus.ie/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/NAV/CAT/AUTHENQ/111222237?QRY=IRN(35054851)&QRYTEXT=A%CC%80bi%CC%81ke%CC%81-I%CC%81yi%CC%81mi%CC%81de%CC%81%2C%20Faridah
https://clare.spydus.ie/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/NAV/CAT/AUTHENQ/111222237?QRY=IRN(35054851)&QRYTEXT=A%CC%80bi%CC%81ke%CC%81-I%CC%81yi%CC%81mi%CC%81de%CC%81%2C%20Faridah


8+ Years

Pie in the Sky
Remi Lai

When Jingwen moves to a new country, he feels like he's landed on Mars. School is
torture, making friends is impossible since he doesn't speak English. To distract
himself, Jingwen daydreams about making all the cakes on the menu of Pie in the
Sky, the bakery his father had planned to open before he unexpectedly passed away.
A poignant, laugh-out-loud illustrated novel about an eleven-year-old boy's
immigration experience, his annoying little brother, and their cake-baking hijinks! 

Walker Books 2019

The Ministry of Unladylike Activity 
Robin Stevens

The Ministry of Unladylike Activity is an exciting Second World War thriller series
from one of today’s  most popular children’s writers. Following her Murder Most
Unladylike books, this new series won’t disappoint her millions of fans. Packed with
whodunit suspense, fun and a lasting friendship among characters May, Eric and
Nuala there’s the added excitement of a mystery to solve.

Puffin 2022

Frankie's World
Aoife Dooley

Frankie’s World is a funny and relatable graphic novel that shines a spotlight on
living with autism as a 12 year old. Frankie's dad left when she was a baby. Frankie
wonders was he different just like her? Is that why she feels so unlike her
classmates? Frankie and her best friend Sam set out to track down her Dad and in
doing so we learn much more about her, what makes her unique and about how
important it is to be ourselves.

Scholastic 2022

The Awakening Storm: A Graphic Novel

Scholastic 2022
When Grace moves to Hong Kong with her mum and new stepdad, her biggest
concern is making friends at her new boarding school. But when a mysterious old
woman gifts her a dragon egg during a field trip, Grace discovers that the wonderful
stories of dragons she heard when she was a young girl might actually be real -
especially when the egg hatches overnight.  And now it's up to Grace and her school
friends to uncover the sinister plot threatening the entire city!

Jaimal Yogis, Vivian Truong

Amari and the Great Game
B.B. Alston

After finding her brother and saving the entire supernatural world, Amari Peters is
convinced her first full summer as a Junior Agent will be a breeze. But between the
fearsome new Head Minister’s strict anti-magician agenda, fierce Junior Agent
rivalries, and her brother Quinton’s curse steadily worsening, Amari’s plate is full.
Artemis Fowl meets Men in Black in this magical second book in the New York Times
bestselling Supernatural Investigations trilogy. Perfect for 8+ fans of Percy Jackson. 

Farshore 2022



Young Readers 
Rex, Dinosaur in Disguise 
Elys Dolan

Thanks to a freaky ice age accident, Rex the dinosaur finds himself some 65 million
years later in a world utterly changed. Rescued by Bigfoot and his buddies Nessie
and Dodo, who have perfected the art of looking like normal and boring humans, they
must avoid being put in a zoo or a museum. Cue lots of funny misunderstandings as
Rex tries to negotiate the modern world, make friends and find a job. The story subtly
touches on themes of tolerance, being yourself and fake news.

Walker Books 2022

Indigo Wilde and The Creatures At JellyBean Crescent 
Pippa Curnick

Indigo Wilde lives with her brother Quigley and an array of strange and magical
creatures. Her parents are off on another one of their trips to unknown lands where
they rescue creatures and send them back in the Monster Mail. The latest delivery
from them causes chaos in the house. When the mysterious new addition to the crazy
collection of animals escapes the race is on to find it.

Hodder & Stoughton Limited, 2021

Eoinín, Eonín ag Dul a Chodladh agus Eoinín agus a Chairde
Muireann Ní Chíobháin

Little ones will love figuring out how they might help the charming baby lamb called
Eoinín in Muireann Ní Chíobháin’s activity packed adventures. These books are full
of fun and the bright warm illustrations by Róisín Hahessy are perfectly pitched for
the youngest of readers. Three gorgeous, indestructible board books for small hands
to hold and play with.

Futa Fata, 

Don't!

Otter Barry Books, 2022
There’s a new baby in the house and Mummy and Daddy’s previously undivided
attention must now be shared. Baby Boo can roar, kick and bite, but so too can big
sister Geraldine! But everything changes when Geraldine cries causing Baby Boo to
do the same.  If you know of a little boy or girl with a new baby sibling, then this is
their story! This beautifully illustrated, funny picture book perfectly captures the
feelings of a child with a new baby in the family. 

Marie-Louise Fitzpatrick

The Shop of Impossible Ice Creams

Hodder Children’s Books, 2022
Chicken and cheese ice cream, anyone? Mushroom and tuna? Limpet’s mum plans to
open a very unusual ice cream shop. Enter villain Mr. Fluffy, owner of Mr. Fluffy’s
Mega Emporium of Amazing and Spectacular Ice Cream who sets out to crush her
new business. Worry-wart Limpet is not going let that happen but to do so he must
find bravery and strength he never knew he had.

Shane Hegarty



Children's Non Fiction 

A Short, Hopeful Guide to Climate Change

Litt le Island Books 2021
Published in collaboration with Friends of the Earth Ireland, A Short, Hopeful Guide
to Climate Change is a hopeful and eco-friendly book by prolific children’s fiction
writer, Oisín McGann. Oisín encourages young people to be part of positive change
by getting involved in the global movement to fight the biggest challenge the planet
has ever faced. Readers will learn about what climate change means, and what
young people can do to help the fight.

Oisín McGann 

David Attenborough (Little People, BIG DREAMS)

Frances Lincoln Children’s Books 2020
This is just one title in the amazing Little People, BIG DREAMS book collection for
children.  David Attenborough has spent a lifetime visiting animals in their natural
habitat and telling the world about them. He is one of the most celebrated
environmentalists on earth. These books, made for sharing, are unique in their
ability to interest readers of all ages from toddlers to adults.

Maria Isabel Sánchez Vegara

Breaking News: How To Tell What’s Real From What’s Rubbish

Simon and Schuster 2021
In a time of unprecedented access to news it's hard to know what to trust. What's
real news and what's fake? Breaking News will solve this with tips on where good
stories come from, how to tell what’s real and reliable news and much more. It is a
highly entertaining read with lots of humour and useful facts covering several news
sources. Highly recommended for all budding journalists.

Nick Sheridan

Weird but true! 2023: Wild and wacky, record-breaking facts and
photos you won’t believe! 
National Geographic Kids 2022
Entertain the whole family this Christmas with the perfect gift for kids – the 2023
children’s annual loaded with all-new jaw-dropping, eye-popping, brain-bending
facts. Whether it’s weird buildings, foul smells, crazy creatures, or the world’s most
extreme weather, this 2023 children’s annual is sure to entertain!

Be Inspired! Young Irish People Changing the World

O’Brien Press 2022
You will be introduced to some of the most inspiring young Irish people taking on the
world in Sarah Webb’s latest book for older readers. In it you will meet beach-
cleaner Flossie Donnelly, kindness campaigner Adam King, star athlete Rhasidat
Adeleke, nature writer Dara MacAnulty and RTE award-winning journalist, Clare’s
own Zainab Boladale. Young Irish People Changing the World is perfect to dip in and
out of and is an inspirational read for all young people who wish to follow their
dreams. 

Sarah Webb



The greatest gift is a passion for reading.
Elizabeth Hardwick
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